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We lcome to th is eighth ( 8 th) is s ue of Mizizi ya Haki. Th is is s ue which focus es on

" E th n ic i ty, Corru p tion and General Election s" sh o uld cover the July to Dece mbe r

2007 pe riod. Ho w ev e r, in light of the post elections cris is that Kenya has wi tn es s ed

th ro ughout Ja n ua ry 2008, th is is s ue also ca rries sta te m e n ts on po s i tions ta ken by vario us civil

s oc iety orga n iz a tions in Kenya on the viole n ce that Kenya has wi tn es s ed follo wing the Dece mbe r

2007 election s. Th ese sta te m e n ts were all re lea s ed from Dece mber 31 and in Ja n ua ry 2008 to spea k

out aga inst the electoral and the post election in jus tices, de mand re m edial sh ort and long te rm

a ction and ca ll for Kenyans not to turn neig hbo ur aga inst neig hbo ur. 

Th is by no means devia tes from the th e m e, beca use des pi te the fa ct that it has emerged that th e
post election cris is was an in dica tor of serio us un de rlying human rig h ts con ce rns that Kenya mus t
a ddres s, a ma jor com ponent of th is viole n ce still re ma ins Eth n ic i ty, Corru p tion & the Ge n e r a l
Election s. Th ese serio us un de rlying in jus tices emerge very clea rly from th is is s ue of Mizizi. Th e
in c rea s ing re lev a n ce of th is theme is a sign of how vis iona ry and in f orm ed the Mizizi ya Haki
edi torial team that ide n tified th is theme were on the real jus tice and de m oc r a cy is s ues aff ecting
Kenyans co un trywide. 

Th is is s ue seeks to un pa c ka ge the is s ues be h ind the eu ph oria wi th which Kenyans have often voted
and even sought to address th e ir human rig h ts is s ues. Having num e ro us eth n ic groups in Kenya is
a pl us not a min us. Ta n z a n ia, is a good example of a co un try where num e ro us eth n ic gro u p s
a ctua lly sha re a deep sense of na tiona lism and un i ty. Ta n z a n ians have sin ce very ea rly after th e ir
in depe n de n ce, been able to is ola te and con front in equa li ty and po v e rty as very sepa r a te is s ues from
eth n ic diff e re n ce. In Kenya th o ugh, th is dis tin ction is yet to be ma de. Ma jori ty of Kenyans are yet
to apprec ia te that the poor and oppres s ed of one eth n ic group have more in com m on wi th th e
poor and oppres s ed membe rs of the eth n ic gro u p (s) th ey con s ider th e ir arch riv a ls. Many of us are
y et to rea lize that ‘Wa n jiku’ the poor and ma rgina liz ed woman whose children are sta rving and
una ble to access hea l th ca re in rural Kenya has a lot more in com m on wi th Ch e ro p, Ac h ie ng or
‘ Soi pei or Halima – another poor woman who must ed uca te and feed her children in very difficul t
c ircum s ta n ces in Rift Va lley, Nyanza, Coast or any other pro vin ce in Kenya. 

Th is is where the Peo ples’ Ma n if es to and Scoreca rd In i tia tive com es in. Th is in i tia tive which be ga n
in Sep te mber 2007 and will run in to the 2008 -2012 te rm be gan a process where Kenyans will be
a ble to focus more on what th ey need as a com m un i ty and ma ke de ma n ds on lea de rs to ensure tha t
it is de liv e red. The in i tia tive is a process th ro ugh which peo ple will move away from re lying on th e
prom is es that lea de rs ma ke at ca m pa ign s, to ma k ing de ma n ds on the lea de rs. It will also mon i tor
the pe rf orma n ce of the lea de rs on all the nine dece n tr a liz ed fun ds, among other areas of de liv e ry.
The Peo ples’ ma n if es to is be ing un de rta ken join tly by the com m un i ty Human Rig h ts Netw ork s
(HUR I N ETs) in North e rn, Wes te rn (in c l uding Nyanza) and Easte rn Kenya, North & So u th Rift and
at the Coast and the Kenya Human Rig h ts Com m is s ion (K H RC). Th is process is brie fly dis cus s ed
in one artic le and all uded to in all the artic les.  

We hope you not on ly enjoy and lea rn a lot on ongoing human rig h ts in i tia tiv es in diff e rent pa rts
of the co un try, but also that the artic les to uch you enough to elicit your feed back th ro ugh lette rs to
us. We will be happy to publish your rea ctions to any of the artic les con ta in ed in th is is s ue or any
o ther feedback in the Lette rs to the Edi tor.   
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Foreword

Pa r tic i p a tio n as  a  Jo u rn a list / R es e a r c h er

Please enlist me on your ma iling list for the Mizizi ya Haki new sletter and send me
in f orma tion and loca tion of your offices in Mwingi Dis trict. I in tend to join your
a ctivi ties beca use I have many re levant ma tte rs that go un reported from th is pla ce. 

I am a free la n ce jo urna list and con d uct my res ea rch from local villa ges. I’m now
rea ding Mizizi is s ue No. 6 of 2006 and willing to ma ke wri ting con trib u tions from
h e re. Kin dly also in c rease the number of co pies and con ta ct us on ways to im pro v e
dis trib u tion of Mizizi ya Haki to the peo ple of Mwingi Dis trict.

L. Kia n da Ma li ti
Mwingi

Tha nk you, Kia nda for your le tt er. Mizizi ya Haki is dis tri but ed in Mw ingi
Dis trict th rough Centre for Human Rights and Civ ic Educa tion (CHRCE), wh ich
is lo ca t ed Mw ingi Town. To read prev ious is sues of Mizizi, or forwa rd articles you
have writt en for pu blis h ing, please conta ct Florence of CHR ECE Mw ingi. 

E di tor
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MI ZI ZI  YA HAK I L et  the Peo p le  Spea k

Wa kenya Ny a n y uke n i, Kwa pa m o ja zin d uke n i
Pa m o ja zote sik ion i, Haraka zik w a m ue n i
Mes ik ika fa r a g ha n i, Neno to sha la uta n i

Kwa pa m o ja gun d ue n i, Yetu Mizizi ya Haki

Me fika sa n ja rin i, Metim ia uk iingon i
Kwa ha r a ka mesh e h e n i, Bunge lo te Ni ka mbin i

Hesa ba ti akilin i, Siku meka ribia n i
Kwa pa m o ja zin d uke n i, Yetu Mizizi ya Haki

Na ta z a ma ma sh ina n i, Mabwenyenye ma ta ta n i
Sa u ti zao hes ima n i, Meji tia ma to pe n i

Ma te mbe zi ma ga rin i, Me fika uk ingon i
Kwa pa m o ja ta z a m e n i, Yetu Mizizi ya Haki

Ma w a z oni kumb uke n i, siku ca c h et za nyuma n i
S imu Ni ma onge z e n i, Mteja ha pa tika n i

Kis ongea mla ngon i, Ta on do shwa ha r a ka n i
Kwa pa m o ja kumb uke n i, Yetu Mizizi ya Haki

Ka rne ka dha mepi ta n i, Hatu toki ma ba n da n i
Cha kula kipa tika n i, Ma ji yapa tika n i

Ma v a zi Ni kizimba n i, Elimu Ni ma ta ta n i
Kwa pa m o ja kumb uke n i, Yetu Mizizi ya Haki
Tw a te mbea vin y e zin i, Ta ka ta ka Ni buruda n i

B a r a bara ha ta rin i, Usa la ma mikon on i
Zetu hela mifukon i, Mep ungua ha r a ka n i

Kwa pa m o ja tus e m e n i, Yetu Mizizi ya Haki

Kwa pa m o ja ta z a m e n i, Haki zetu tuzi jue n i
Ta tubeba mgongon i, Fika mwisho Ni bunge n i

Ma ba na ti nyanyuke n i, Hata nyie gombee n i
Kwa pa m o ja ta mb ue n i, Yetu Mizizi ya Haki

Ml ungura ka te n i, Ufisa di tua c h e n i
Ta fu teni ama n i, Na utulivu nchin i

Jisa ti ti ma w a z on i, Kura nje ma tu pige n i
Kwa pa m o ja vi jee n i, Yetu Mizizi ya Haki

Uongo zi pe le ke n i, Kula kule ma ba n da n i
S ida nga ywe sik ion i, Na ma te n do myosin

Us idhani Ni uta n i, Tum ec h oka Ni Kwa kweli
Kwa pa m o ja kumb uke n i, Yetu Mizizi ya Haki

A Competition
for Control of

Public Resources

ELECTIONS

SHAIRI

Politica l Immaturity
N ot Helping Ma tt er s

By Mohamed Samatar and Ubah Abdullahi Wajir Human Rights Network

Ethnicity, Corruption
And Genera l Election

By Damaris Bhoke, Anne Chacha, Mara River Resource Centre

Utungaji wa Steve Mtasalanzi, Korogocho The poli tical are na has never been ug lier than it
was in 2007. Sure ly, we all expected poli tica l
ma turi ty after 15 yea rs of mul ti pa rty de m oc r a cy.
In s tea d, poli tic ians went ro und the co un try
ma k ing un sa v ory in s ul ts aga inst each oth e r,
prim i tive tribal pron o un cement and sh o u ting
bi tter re ma rks of ha te speech, soiling th e ir riv a ls
wi th ob s cene and vulgar la ngua ges and mostly
dw e lling on pe rs ona li ty / poli tics than selling
is s ues and ma n if es tos that sh o uld have stee red
th e ir pa rties to prom in e n ce.

A bove all, poli tical rallies became cha o tic as riv a l
groups cla sh ed lea ding to con fus ion, sta m pede’s,
loss of limbs and som etim es dea th s. Suc h
in c ide n ces ma de Ke n y a n’s sh un poli tical rallies
d ue to fear for th e ir liv es. The poli tical viole n ce
did not in any way help the citiz e n ry; poli tic ia n s
in s tiga ted the viole n ce to fan th e ir own poli tica l
g lory at the expense of the peo ples anguish and
s uff e ring. Many poli tical meeting turn ed in to
th ea ter of cri tic ism betw een the go v e rn m e n t’s

pro pon e n ts and the oppo s i tion un til most
c lima x ed in fr a ca s.

In the just con c l uded nin th pa rlia m e n t, we ha d
a lmost 220 la wma ke rs, who spent too li ttle tim e
doing th e ir jobs and a lot of time on the streets
doing noth ing but fig h ting and in s ul ting ea c h
o th e r. Th ey sh o uld admit to Kenyans that th ey
fa iled the peo ple who elected them and more so
the rep ublic. MPs had the time and the power to
ma ke the neces sa ry cha nges in the co un try
th ro ugh deba tes in the hous e; in s tea d, th ey spe n t
time giving th e m s e lv es hefty pay rais es.

How many polic ies did th ey put in pla ce for
gro w th and cha nge in the co un try? All th ey did
was waste time on pe rs ona li ty poli tics. It will
ta ke a long time for us to cha nge, but the firs t
s tep sh o uld be embr a c ing the tru th. We need to
a ccept our fa il ures and apprec ia te our
a c h iev e m e n ts. It does not ma tter who ha n dles a
job; it is how it is done that ma tte rs.

Corru p tion in Kuria, to some exte n t, is don e
s ec retly. In election pe riod peo ple are given gifts
s uch as mon ey, T-sh irts, les o’s, ca le n da rs,
f oods tuffs and many other th ings so as to vote
s om eone in. Many be lieve that if an aspirant ha s n’t
given out anyth ing, his ca m pa ign will do him no
good. Due to th is corru p tion, peo ple have lo s t
th e ir pro pe rty and even some have been in jured.
One would go to scramble for a pa c ket of salt or
s ugar and by bad luck hit and when he/she fa lls
do wn other peo ple ma ke her/him a bridge /
th ro ugh way to reach for the gifts or one pe rs on is
given mon ey to divide to oth e rs and im m edia te ly
the pe rs on rece iv es it he/she is gr a bbed and put
do wn. Some even cut him/her and furth e rm ore
ta ke away even the li ttle that he had for his fa m ily /
pe rs onal us e.

Cla n ism is the th ing that has aff ected us in most
pa rts just like triba lism, which has aff ected th e
w h ole co un try. It has been th e re sin ce, and still we
s uffer from it up to now even after choo s ing a new
c rop of lea de rs and go v e rn m e n t. Th is dis ease ha s
ma de the po v e rty lev e ls in Kuria to go up.
S im ila rly, we have not sto p ped crying over
corru p tion, not on ly for Kuria, but also for th e
better pa rt of Kenya. Th is has led to th e
com peti tion among lea de rs, which does not

a ddress our problems and strug g les, but it lo w e rs
o ur dev e lo pm e n t. Lea de rs are so corrupt and
es pec ia lly in our con s ti tue n c ies.  Th is has led to us
s uff e ring so much, sin ce th ey do not mind abo u t
the poor and in s tead acce le r a te the po v e rty rates
in the area. 

In the area of jobs and emplo ym e n t, one has to
bribe them to get a cha n ce of getting in. Equa lly,
lea de rs just lure the con s ti tue n ts wi th gifts and
pres e n ts such as mon ey, suga r, ph on es among
o th e rs, In excha nge for lea de rship po s i tion s. As
s oon as th ey get in to po w e r, we the con s ti tue n ts
cease to exist to them. Due to th is kind of bribe ry,
the con s ti tue n ts are te m p ted in to fig h ting and
k illing to acquire the same kind of pres e n ts tha t
s ome con s ti tue n ts get, and ev e n tua lly th is lea ds to
th e ir be ing a fight for res o urces, which are sca rce.
In the area of vote co un ting, th e re are
dis c repa n c ies. Th e re has been un fa ir vote
co un ting which is in fl ue n ced on clan and eth n ic
lin es. Due to a strug g le for lea de rship amongs t
lea de rs and the com m un i ty for th e ir lea de rs to
a s s ume po w e r, th e re has been the loss of liv es of
f e llow com m un i ty membe rs who are mere ly
victim s. Wi th th is, we pray for God to bless th e
w ork of our ha n ds, th ese vices, must be abolish ed
in Ke n y a .
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Year 2007 opened with
many political activities
ranging from party politics
to election campaign.
During these process,
most of the democratic
principles to free and fair
elections have been
violated, blood shed has
been witnessed, bribery,
stripping and hate speech
among others.

F or in s ta n ce, in Ja n ua ry 2007,
d uring the De m oc r a tic Pa rty
y o ung de m oc r a t’s election s, th e
then in cumbent cha irman of
the pa rty in La ik i pia East
Branch, Eng. Ny a nga ,
tr a n s ported de le ga tes and
h o s ted them in his hom e
o v e rn ig h t. Wi th the help of
o ther pa rty lea de rs, th ey
divided all the pa rty slo ts
a m ongst th e m s e lv es, whic h
m eant that even be f ore th e
a ctual elections to nom ina te
pa rty lea de rs the next da y, th e
y o u ths im ported had alrea dy
been told how to vote, who to
c h eer and whom to hec k le th e
next da y. He la ter bro ug h t
them alcoh ol and Miraa in
rea din ess for of the follo wing
day {n om ina tion da y} where th e
list th ey ma de the previo us
n ight would sim ply be ada p ted
in the name of an election. 

Ho w ev e r, th ings did not go as
pla n n ed as the other group led
by Abd ul La tif Juma Kombo
who was also an aspiring
ca n dida te of the br a n c h
c ha irma n sh i p, got wind of wha t
tr a n s pired the previo us nig h t.
He orga n iz ed his youths and
bloc ked the elections un til th e
v e n ue was cha nged from th e
pa rty office gro und to Na n y uk i
m un ic i pal co un c il sta di um .
Wh ile th e re, he off e red youth’s
Ksh 30,000 and his group was
e n dors ed. Th is ange red th e
o ther group led by eng. Ny a nga
who ca lled for a repeat of th e
polls. By doing so, th ey
pro v oked the other group who

a s sa ul ted the orga n izing sec reta ry
of the warring fa ction s.
During the NARC Ke n y a
de le ga tes election s, th e re were
two groups fig h ting for
lea de rsh i p. One led by the area
MP and the other com po s ed of
the aspiring ca n dida tes i.e.
Gi tonga Ka b ugi, John Wa ka mba ,
Dr. Njoro ge among oth e rs. Hon .
Ki un juri did not enga ge the oth e r
groups in the prepa r a tions of th e
e lections and on ly in vi ted his
s u p porte rs. The other gro u p
in v a ded the gro un d, whic h
a nge red the area MP, who in turn
in c i ted his gro u p, which was
com po s ed of hired youths ‘to
boost securi ty’. The gro u p
a tta c ked the other group led by
Gi tonga Ka b ugi, stri p ping na ked
Wa ka mba ’s wife Na om i, in juring
Cllr. Ma rtin Ngun jiri {f orm e r
dep u ty ma y or Na n y uki mun ic i pa l
co un c il} and Dr. Njoro ge, who
lost his mobile ph on e, car key s,
and ide n tifica tion ca rds. Th e
group orga n iz ed a demo in
Na n y uki to wn and la ter appea led
to the pa rty na tional execu tiv e
co un c il to nullify the election s,
w h e re th e ir request for a re
e lection was gr a n ted. When th e
re-e lection was ca lled, bo th
pa rties bribed the de le ga tes to
in fl ue n ce th e ir dec is ion s. Th e
Gi tonga fa ction gave ea c h
de le ga te Ksh 500 the nig h t
be f ore, while the Ki un juri fa ction
gave them Ksh 2,000 in th e
m orn ing of the election s.
Ki un juri won. In pro test Gi tonga
us ed pro pa ga n da i.e. cla ims tha t
Ki un juri ha ils from Mur a ng’a and
has no in te rest in La ik i pia East as
w e ll as nega tive sta te m e n ts abo u t
h is level of ed uca tion. 

PRE-ELECTION
CORRUPTION USING
PUBLIC FUNDS

Elections ca m pa ign here in
La ik i pia East sta rted as ea rly as
2005 con tr a ry to the elector a l
code of con d uct. Both th e
a s piring ca n dida tes and th e
in cumbent sta rted youth and
w omen gro u p s. It is rum ored tha t

s ome of them had by Dece mbe r
2007 us ed to the of 5million
sh illings to support th ese gro u p s
th ey sta rted. The groups had no
ge n uine rea s on to be to geth e r, no
s im ilar vis ion or ambi tion, but
w e re sta rted so that in s tead of
be ing bribed wi th the lea de rs ’
pe rs onal mon ey, th ey co uld
in s tead be bribed wi th loans from
the con s ti tue n cy youth and
w om e n’s fun ds.  It is no surpris e
th e re f ore that most of the gro u p s
have alrea dy colla p s ed. It is for
th is rea s on that as the 10th
pa rliament settles, those who
ge n uin e ly ca re abo u t
dev e lo pment in the area mus t
m on i tor serio usly who sits in all
the public fun ds com m i ttees and
how the loans or fun ds are or
te n der are alloca ted. 

Alloca tion of the public dev olv ed
fun ds has also been ma rred wi th
ille ga li ties. Each yea r, the co un c il
e n co ur a ges res ide n ts nd bus in es s
o wn e rs in the area to con trib u te
to a fund ca lled the The Na n y uk i
Mun ic i pal Ma y or’s Ch ris tma s
Tree Bursa ry Fun d. Con trib u ting
to th is fund is vol un ta ry and
ta kes pla ce all year ro un d. Wh e n
the fund was in i tia lly crea ted in
many ares, th e re was no
es ta blish ed bursa ry fund or free
ed uca tion as th e re is toda y. Th e
fund was in te n ded to assist th e
v e ry needy fa m ilies in th e
Mun ic i pa li ty to pay school fees
and rece ive other gifts to ma ke
Xmas a li ttle more memor a ble
f or the poorest of the poor. In

During the NARC Kenya

delegates elections,

there were two groups

fighting for leadership.

One led by the area MP

and the other composed

of the aspiring

candidates

The number of

harambees an aspirant

attended and the

amount s/he ‘gave’ or

paid was used by the

public, as the yardstick

for measuring the merit

of aspiring candidates.

Politics of the Dark Ages
2007, vote rs ca rds were us ed as a
pre-requis i te to qua lify for th e
sa m e. Th ro ugh a letter addres s ed
to the to wn cle rk Na n y uk i
Mun ic i pal Co un c il by one Da n ie l
Mbogo Gathia, and copied to us
date 7th Feb. 2007, we conducted a
fact finding mission and latter
wrote a letter to the town clerk
dated 7th Feb. 2007 to investigate
this further. A meeting was
convened between us ( the Laikipia
Human rights Network) and the
Mayor, the Christmas tree bursary
committee. What emerged from
the meeting was that: 

• That voter ca rds were to
v e rify ge n uine res ide n ts of
v a rio us wards which was a
wrong mod ule for vetting

• That Com m un i ty
Dev e lo pment As s is ta n ts
{ CD A’s} was be ing us ed by
the co un c ilor for th e ir own
poli tical purpo s es

• That some of the needy
c h ildren were de n ied bursa ry
f or a sim ple rea s on that th e ir
pa re n ts are not re gis te red
v o te rs in th e ir wards

• That ph o to co pies of vote rs
ca rds were be ing collected
ille ga lly for the same purpose 

Al th o ugh th is was sto p ped fourth
wi th, the da ma ge had alrea dy
been don e. It also sh o w ed tha t
the in cumbe n ts can do anyth ing,
even the most evil to re ma in in
po w e r. Pe g ging the needs of th e
disa dv a n ta ged in the soc iety to a
poli tical de mand is evil in all

sense and sh o uld be
con de m n ed by all.

B e n e fic ia ries of CDF bursa ry
fun ds are those who have lin k s
wi th the local lea de rsh i p. For
e x a m ple, the trea s urer of th e
CDF fund who is a teacher go t
fun ding for her pa r a llel de gree
pro gram. In addi tion, one of
the aspiring ca n dida tes for th e
pa rlia m e n ta ry seat who als o
o wns a petrol sta tion {ca l tex} in
Na n y uki has a child ed uca ted
th ro ugh fun ding by the sa m e
k i tty. The outgoing Dep u ty
Ma y or of Na n y uki Mun ic i pa l
Co un c il cllr Isaac Mu th ee
Ma th e nge had his son ed uca ted
by th ree kitties i.e. CDF, NMC
and METBF, for the four yea rs
of secon da ry school. 

Wi th such a tre n d, it is clea r
that poli tic ians in La ik i pia ha v e
dis re ga rded the rule of law and
a re ta k ing as Stone Age where
ba rba ric and un orth odox ways
w e re us ed to win election s.
Th is is th e re f ore the tim e f or
the peo ple of La ik i pia to know
the nine diff e rent public fun ds
now availa ble at Con s ti tue n c
lev e l, what th ey are to be us ed
f or and how the com m un i ty
ba s ed dec is ion ma ke rs for ea c h
of th ese nine fund com m i ttees
a re elected. It is also the tim e
to for each citizen to ma ke it
h is / her pe rs onal res pon s ibili ty
to mon i tor all th ese fun ds to
e n s ure that such corru p t
pr a ctices do not ta ke pla ce.

USING HARAMBEES 
TO ‘HARVEST’ STOLEN
FUNDS

The con cept of Harambee i.e.
p ulling of res o urces to geth e r
was also wide ly ma n i p ula ted, by
bo th the poli tic ians and th e
general public. Me mbe rs of th e
p ublic are took adv a n ta ge of
the poli tic ians by orga n izing
H a r a mbees ev e ry da y. It was
com m on, just be f ore the 2007

By Gichuki Githongori Laikipia Human Rights Network
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Over the yea rs, election s
have become a boom
pe riod. Peo ple ha v e

lea rn that during th is tim e,
m on ey will be spent la vish ly and
s e lfles sly. The merc ha n dise on
sa le is none other than th e
Mw a na n c h i’s vote. Poli tic ians ca n
do anyth ing and spend as muc h ,
to pe rs ua de vote rs to vote for
them. Th is is the ph e n om e n on
that has mostly dete rm in ed who
is the winner in Is iolo North
Con s ti tue n cy. If you do not ha v e
m on ey do not try vying for any
s ea t, be it civic or pa rlia m e n ta ry.

Prior to the 2007 ge n e r a l
e lection s, poli tic ians re lea s ed
m on ey to th e ir frie n ds and
re la tiv es to buy votes from
com m un i ty or vote rs who are
pe rce iv ed to be hostile to th e ir
ca n dida te. Peo ple were arres ted
at Ka mbi Turka na on th e
a lle ga tion of buying vote r’s ca rds.
In deed 159 vote r’s ca rds were
reportedly bo ug h t. The case is
s till be ing in v es tiga ted at th e
Is iolo C. I. D. offices.

The other str a tegy poli tic ia n s
us ed was mass vote r
im porta tion. A lot of mon ey was
s pent to tr a n s port vote rs from
one con s ti tue n cy to the oth e r.
Aga in, such a th ing ha p pe n ed in
Is iolo North and alrea dy th e re
a re proceedings in co urt on th is.

Poli tic ians also rew a rded th o s e
pe rce iv ed to be th e ir supporte rs
e i ther by giving them job s, loa n s,
land and other fa v ors. Th e
Min is ter for Yo u th Affa irs, who
was then the area Me mber of
Pa rlia m e n t, did exactly tha t. On e
cannot un de rs tand why it is on ly
pro po sa ls from one eth n ic
gro u p, which qua lified for
fun ding by AL L P RO. In la te
2007, the Min is ter for Liv es toc k
came to dis trib u te the cheques to
the be n e fic ia ries, but he got a
rude sh oc k, when he rea liz ed
that the be n e fic ia ries were
m o s tly from the area MP’s clan. 

An o ther case in point is th e
dis b ursement of CDF bursa ry. A
plan had been muted to ide n tify
be n e fic ia ries cla n des tin e ly, to

rew a rd cron ies of the Me mber of
Pa rlia m e n t. It took th e
in te rv e n tion of the Im ma n ue l
Ash uka and Pa ul Metro of Is iolo
Human Rig h ts Netw ork to ma ke
s ure the normal proced ure is
f ollo w ed.  Congr a tula tion to th e
Dis trict Dev e lo pment Office r, for
a cting fast on th is.

Th ings are no diff e rent at th e
Co un ty Co un c il of Is iolo. Th is

co un c il is so corrupt to th e
point that its motto is wri tte n
in the la ngua ge of the dom ina n t
eth n ic group “AD A
WAL ITANA” {Ma n d ugu
Tush ika n e}, des pi te the fa ct
that Is iolo is a co s m o poli ta n
a rea po p ula ted by pe rs ons of
diff e rent eth n ic gro u p s. Nea rly
a ll the emplo y ees of the co un c il
a re from one eth n ic group and
m ore so re la tiv es and frie n ds of
the po w e rs that be. You sim ply
cannot access services or
e m plo yment at the Co un ty
Co un c il of Is iolo if you are not
from the ‘a ccep ta ble’ eth n ic
gro u p. The few emplo y ees from
o ther eth n ic groups are
e m plo y ed at the lo w est ca dres,
ma in ly as ca s ual la bore rs and
a re sa c ked at the slig h tes t
pro v oca tion or even just sh ee r
ma lice.

Peo ple cannot vote un less th ey
know th e re is ga in that th ey
e x pect. Yo ur guess is as good as
m in e, the lea de rs we have voted
in along th is pa tte rn, ha v e
im po v e rish ed us. Poor services,
un e m plo ym e n t, chok ing
po v e rty, non-e xis tent hea l th
ca re etc are the order of th e
da y. Is iolo Human Rig h ts
Netw ork will con tin ue to work
tire les sly to move Is iolo from
this pattern of self destruction.

Elections
Highly C o mm er c ia liz e d

By Paul Mero & Adan Turo Arifata- Isiolo Human Rights Network

e lections to find aspir a n ts wi th
m ore than a hun dred
H a r a mbee ca rds in th e ir
poc kets. Yo u th and wom e n
groups wi th just pa per membe r
and even re ligio us
orga n iz a tions pla n n ed all hie r
ha r a mbees in that pe riod. Th e
n umber of ha r a mbees an
a s pirant atte n ded and th e
a m o unt s/he ‘ga v e’ or pa id was
us ed by the public, as th e
y a rds tick for mea s uring th e
m e rit of aspiring ca n dida tes. 

Many peo ple tend to be liev e
that on ce a pe rs on is elected,
th ey have min imal access to
h im and that he/she is be liev ed
to have cro s s ed the po v e rty lin e
as he will on ly enrich him / h e r
and forget the com m un i ty.
Poli tic ians th e re f ore us ed
H a r a mbees and public
fun ctions to express th e ir
m ight and wea l th. For example,
d uring a fun ds drive at Soi t
Oun do Prima ry Sc h ool, in
Muko gon do Divis ion on the 9th
Sept 2007, where the chie f
guest was the Ho use spea ke r
Fr a n c is Ole Ka pa ro, the area
MP Mw a ngi Ki un juri, who was
a lso present con trib u ted Ksh .
50,000. A combin ed eff ort of
the other aspiring ca n dida tes
ma na ged to raise Ksh.300, 000
and the chief guest the hous e
s pea ker con trib u ted 300,000.
Not to be de f ea ted, Mr.
Ki un juri prod uced a bla n k
c h eque from the CDF kitty and
a lloca ted them Ksh. 300,000.

Also during fun ds drive in aid
of Uma n de Ra in Wa te r
H a rv es ting 2nd Harambee held
on 18th August 2007, at th e
World Vis ion ce n tre, sev e r a l
a s piring ca n dida tes atte n ded.
The sa m e, expres s ion of th e
fina n c ial mus c le was revis i ted.
Over Ksh 600,000 was rais ed.
The aspiring ca n dida tes
con trib u ted 1/3 of the sa id
a m o un t. When Mr. Ki un juri
a rriv ed at the venue he hija c ked
the role of the ma s ter of
ce re m on y. He took adv a n ta ge
bes to w ed to the ma s ter of
ce re m ony to dis c redit some of
the aspiring ca n dida tes in
ha iling all sorts of in s ul ts on
them. The po w e rless aspiring
ca n dida tes co uld do noth ing
o ther than keep mum while
th e re na m es are smea red.

Isiolo’s County Council Motto ‘Ada Walatana’

Isiolo’s County Council
p

p
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The 2007 elections were
very important to Mt.
Kenya Human Rights
Network. We saw it as an
opportunity to engage the
government,
parliamentary, and civic
aspirants and political
parties on what we want
them to do in this 2008 –
2012 term. 

It was a time to ev a l ua te th e
pe rf orma n ce of our previo us
MPs and co un c ilor on service
de liv e ry, repres e n ta tion ,
a cco un ta bili ty, acces s ibili ty to
the peo ple etc. Like ev e ry oth e r
pa rt of the co un try, we saw th e
previo usly ina cces s ible
pe rs ona li ties prete n ding during
th e ir ca m pa igns to be pea sa n ts.
We have many poli tic ians who
sh ed crocodile tea rs to win
v o tes. Ny e ri To wn
Con s ti tue n cy even had a
pa rlia m e n ta ry aspir a n t
pa rtic i pa te in grave dig ging in
order to win the vote rs.

CORRUPTION

Wh ile vote rs idea lly spoke of
the 2007 elections as an
o p portun i ty to fight corru p tion
and those that pe rpetr a te it,
many of us overlooked that fa ct
that we too are just as guil ty of
it as the poli tic ia n s. Poli tic ia n s
w a lked aro und wi th bun dles of
m on ey to bribe us (v o te rs) .
Many of us took the mon ey,
k n o wing very well that th is was
proba bly CDF mon ey that we
w e re be ing bribed wi th or
m on ey acquired from co un c ilor

gr a n ting th e m s e lv es te n de rs on
L ATF mon ey then in fla ting th e
bills that th ey pa id th e m s e lv es for
sh oddy services that th e ir
com pa n ies were con tr a cted to
un de rta ke on be ha lf of th e
co un c il. We also knew tha t
jobless youths were be ing pa id to
ca use viole n ce and in tim ida te
o p pon e n ts es pec ia lly wom e n; and
that th ese youths were hired
p urpo s e ly to dis rupt meetings of
riv a ls so that ce rta in aspir a n ts
w o uld never have a cha n ce to ta lk
to vote rs and sell th e m s e lv es,
th e ir abili ties and crede n tia ls to
the vote rs.  On aspir a n t, a form e r
MP was actua lly hea rd br a g ging
on several occa s ions that his
v o tes are in the ba n k. He cla im ed
to have Ksh 40 million to buy
back his pa rlia m e n ta ry sea t. It is
un f ortuna te that th is ty pe of
peo ple is what Kenyans had to
c h oose from at the election s. 

It is howev e r, enco ur a ging that in
most pa rts of Ce n tral Pro vin ce
and Kenya in ge n e r a l, vote rs were
a ble to send home most of suc h
c ha r a cte rs. The th ing to worry
a bout now is wheth e r, th e
pe rs ons we repla ced them wi th
a re of sim ila rly low ca liber or are
like ly to fa ll in to the pit of
corru p tion. We must each ask
o urs e lv es what we ca n
in divid ua lly do to ensure that th e
lea de rs elected do not sink in to
corru p tion beca use the mon ey
th ey will be stea ling sh o uld we
give them the opportun i ty to will
be the nine public fun ds now
a v a ila ble at Con s ti tue n cy lev e l
that are in te n ded to im prove our
liv es in the next five yea rs. Th es e
a re the Local Auth ori ty Tr a n s f e r
Fund (L ATF), Con s ti tue n cy

Dev e lo pment  Fund (CDF) ,
Con s ti tue n cy Bursa ry Fun d,
Con s ti tue n cy HIV-AI DS Fun d,
Con s ti tue n cy Roa ds Fun d, Rur a l
Electrifica tion Fun d, Free
Prima ry Educa tion, Yo u th Fun d
and the Wom e n’s Fun d.

CDF & LATF in Ny e ri
Res ide n ts of Ny e ri to wn
con s ti tue n cy are aware of th e
s ca n dal that roc ked the Ny e ri
to wn CDF com m i ttee:- how
m on ey was dis b urs ed to non-
e xis tent pro jects; how the CDF
filled returns to cla im
con s tructed non-e xis tent ca ttle
di p s, schools etc. It is open sec ret
that some of the acco un ts of th e
CDF were open outs ide Ny e ri.
Mt. Kenya Human Rig h ts
Netw ork in te n ds to in s ti tu te
priv a te pro s ecu tion on th e
cul pri ts. The dis s ol u tion of th e
CDC com m i ttee is not enoug h .
All mon ey stolen has to be
return ed and cul pri ts pun ish ed.
The mere act of cha nging th e
com m i ttee membe rs is not
e n o ugh. Wh ile CDF is a noble
idea, we need to reth ink how it is
ha n dled and im ple m e n ted. Th e

Ma r a k w et west is on e
of the con s ti tue n c ies
in Ma r a k w et

Dis trict.  Ma r a k w et West ha s
s everal com m un i ties living in it,
w h ich in c l udes Ma r a k w et, th e
Luhya, Kis ii and Kikuyu who
live in Ka m oi and Ka pc h e ro p
divis ion in ge n e r a l.
Un f ortuna te ly, th es e

The Cry of Voters 
in Mara kwet West Constituency

go v e rnment sh o uld have ca lled
f or more con s ul ta tions outs ide
pa rliament be f ore ma k ing th e
a m e n dm e n ts to the CDF Act in
la te 2007. Th ese la tes t
a m e n dm e n ts still do not addres s
s ome of the pe rtinent is s ues tha t
a ff ect us. Grea ter con s ul ta tion s
like what was done on the Dr a ft
Land Policy th ro ugh input from
the public sh o uld be done be f ore
June 2008, be f ore the new MRs
dis cover and exploit the loo ph oles
s till exis ting in the CDF Act. 

PEOPLES MANIFESTO

Mt. Kenya Human Rig h ts
Netw ork in con jun ction wi th
Kenya Human Rig h ts
Com m is s ion has sin ce Sep te mbe r
2007, been in v olv ed in
prepa r a tion of the peo ples
ma n if es to in seven con s ti tue n c ies,
na m e ly Ny e ri To wn, Tetu,
Othaya, Ma th ira, Kie n i,
Mukurue n i, and Ndaragwa. A
peo ple’s ma n if es to is a list of th e
th ings that the ordina ry peo ple of
each con s ti tue n cy want the MRs
and co un c ilor to priori tize in th e
2008 to 2012 te rm. It is ba s ed on
the rea liz a tion that on ce
poli tic ians are elected, th ey forget
a ll the great dev e lo pment pro jects
that th ey and th e ir poli tical pa rty
ma n if es to had prom is ed to
a ddress during the ca m pa ign s.
On ce elected such prom is es mea n
n o th ing to most lea de rs which is
w h y, the peo ple must know wha t
th ey want and ensure that th e
lea de rs re m e mber and priori tiz e
the peo ple’s de ma n ds all th ro ug h
the five year te rm. 

The res ponse of the com m un i ty
to th is new way of doing th ings

By Mt. Kenya Human Rights Network

was overw h e lm ing. Ma n y
a greed that the tim ing of th e
Peo ple’s Ma n if es to & Scoreca rd
In i tia tive just be f ore and afte r
the elections was pe rf ect. It is
the high time for the ordina ry
peo ple to de fine what th ey
e x pect from th e ir lea de rs and
a gree on te rms of enga ge m e n t,
the qua li ty and tim e lin ess of
s e rvice de liv e ry we expect, th e
ma na gement of dev olv ed fun ds
a m ong other th ings. On e
th o usand co pies of ea c h
Con s ti tue n cy’s Peo ple’s
Ma n if es to were circula ted
th ro ugh re ligio us lea de rs, youth
and wom e n’s gro u p s, worke rs
a s s oc ia tions in c l uding Ma ta tu
c rew th ro ugh out ea c h
con s ti tue n cy. Co pies were als o
s u p plied to all the aspir a n ts for
c ivic and pa rlia m e n ta ry sea ts,
who sign ed the ma n if es to
th e reby con firm ing that on ce
e lected th ey would focus on th e
is s ues rais ed in the Peo ples ’
Ma n if es to. Th e re f ore th e
e lected lea de rs know exactly
w hat the peo ple expect of th e m
betw een 2008 and 2012 and
that we are watc h ing to see
how th ey pe rf orm.  

The Peo ples’ Ma n if es to is a
pe rf orma n ce con tr a ct upon
w h ich we sha ll mea s ure
pe rf orma n ce of our lea de rs and
h old them acco un ta ble. Th e
Peo ples’ Ma n if es to is a tool
that enga ges the lea der bey on d
e lection s. Never aga in sha ll we
a llow poli tic ians to use CDF,
L ATF and other public fun ds as
sl ush fun ds for pe rs onal us e
and to buy sile n ce aga inst th e ir
m is deeds. 

Mount Kenya Human Rights
N e two rk a n d Ele ctions 2007

It is open secret that

some of the accounts of

the CDF were open

outside Nyeri. Mt. Kenya

Human Rights Network

intends to institute

private prosecution on

the culprits.
p

com m un i ties do not have a say on
the dev e lo pment of the area as
th ey are re ga rded as outs ide rs by
the loca l. Eth n ic i ty took ce n tre

s ta ge in prior to the 2007 ge n e r a l
e lections and con tin ues to do so
wi th fa tal res ul ts. Most of th es e
com m un i ties have sin ce tim e

im m e m orial liv ed in the area .
Ho w ev e r, at ev e ry election, on e
of the ways to div e rt atte n tion
from the non pe rf orma n ce of

o u tgoing lea de rs is to ma ke
eth n ic i ty a ca m pa ign is s ue,
w h ich is mention ed to a few in
the priv a cy of sma ll meetings,
w h ile at the la rger meetings
w h ich are co v e red by th e
m edia, lea de rs will always spea k
out aga inst dis c rim ina tion. As

³ Cont i nued to page 22
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Eth n ic i ty is a ca n cer at an
a dv a n ced sta ge in Ke n y a
as a co un try do wn to th e

gr a s s roo ts lev e l. It has becom e
a ma jor rea s on for reta rda tion
in dev e lo pment and exte n ded
po v e rty lev e ls. Kenya as a
na tion is com pris ed of forty-
two tribes. Am ong th ese eth n ic
gro u p s, some dom ina te over
the oth e rs lea ving th e m
ma rgina liz ed. Eth n ic gro u p s
s uch as the Ogiek and Dorobo
re ma in un repres e n ted in most
key areas of the go v e rn m e n t.
As a res ul t, eth n ic i ty ha s
s pread all over the co un try.
On ce one is elected as a lea de r,
h e / she con s ide rs his kin s m e n
firs t. The poli tic ians and th e
a dm in is tr a tion ha v e

con trib u ted a lot to fue lling
eth n ic i ty. Th ey give re ma rks at
diff e rent public fun ction s, whic h
ev e n tua lly give rise to triba l
a n im o s i ty, hence tribal wars. 

F or in s ta n ce, in Ikoloma n i
con s ti tue n cy, Ka ka m e ga Dis trict,
it is be liev ed that it is on ly th e
A ba sh iebo clan who can lea d. As
a res ul t, th is has led to ha tred
from the neig hboring cla n s.
Peo ple loose th e ir liv es in
pois on ed illicit brew, cha ng’a a

Sin ce 1991, our poli tica l
c lass has mis e r a bly fa iled
to es ta blish succes s ful

na tional poli tical pa rties
beca use of triba lism. In s tea d,
ev e ry pa rty sin ce then has bee n
eth n ic. The is s ue of triba lism is
not new in Kenya. Before colon ia lism, triba lism did not exis t. Sin ce
Kenya did not exist as a sta te, hence it was ha rd to exerc ise that wi th in
the poli tical structure. As corru p tion becom es the sh ortest way for
peo ple to get ce rta in rig h ts and services, Kurians’ are in c rea s ing ly
f orced to dis pose of th e ir assets in order to ob ta in ca sh to bribe
offic ia ls. As a res ul t, corru p tion is putting bo th hous e h olds and
in divid ua ls to a con s tant ero s ion of in come or asset re la ted
h o us e h olds in com es, where com m un i ty membe rs are at grea ter risk.

Peo ple’s expe rie n ces in te rms of corru p tion ill us tr a te the hig h e r
de gree of triba lism, cla n ism and eth n ic i ty that peo ple are expo s ed to,
d ue to the ina bili ty of police, Sungus ungu and local auth ori ty to
con ta in corru p tion. Spec ifica lly, during elections areas of Kuria, acts
of corru p tion, triba lism Cla n ism, and eth n ic i ty have ca us ed soc ia l,
ma te rial and bodily ha rm. Pa rtic i pa tion in in come ge n e r a ting activi ties
is also aff ected, as peo ple live in con s tant fear due to the ris ing lev e ls
of corru p tion, triba lism, cla n ism, and th e re f ore do not feel free to
p urs ue ce rta in activi ties, such as ca m pa igns and electing bes t.

C L A N I S M A N D T R I BA L I S M

In some ca s es, Cla n ism and triba lism lead to ph y s ical in jury and
tr a uma, more com m on ly in rural areas than sh o p ping / urban area s.
Cla n ism un de rm in es the via bili ty of the econ omy at local com m un i ty
lev e l. Eth n ic i ty is another ob s ta c le to human rig h ts, lea ding to
p s y c h olo gica l, ma te rial and bodily ha rm. Kurians are sub jected to tw o
ty pes of corru p tion. Firs t, corru p tion pe rpetr a ted by go v e rn m e n t
a ge n ts. Secon d, corru p tion in flicted by Sungu sungu (bribes, dom es tic
a b use and rape). The use of exces s ive force and in h uman trea tment by
go v e rnment age n ts when dea ling wi th sus pected off e n de rs. 

Our goal is to enco ur a ge form ula tion and dis s e m ina tion of
in f orma tion, opin ions in the con text of us e ful civic ed uca tion .
Un de rdev e lo pment in Kuria ge n e r a lly is, beca use of cul tur a l
ba c k w a rdn ess due to tribal eth n ic i ty that res ul ts from poor lea de rsh i p.
Poli tical rea li ty we choose a com pre h e n s ive poli tical and de m oc r a tic
re f orm . Most of the econ om ic and poli tical cha lle nges and proble m s
that Kurians’ fa ce today is the is s ue of eth n ic i ty groups in th is Kuria
com m un i ty. Eth n ic i ty becom es a soc ial cha lle nge and la rge ly
in fl ue n ced the election process us ed to con ta in eith e r, con trol or
e x ploit dev e lo pm e n t. The Bire m e, Aba n y a ba s i, Aba k ira, Aba gumbe are

The politicians and
the administration have

contributed a lot to
fuelling ethnicity.

the Kuria cla n s. To outs ide rs
and rea li ty, th e re is no
diff e re n ce in cul tural sim ila ri ty
betw een them. Ex pres s ion of
the be lief in the diff e re n ces,
often sug ges ts of supe riori ty of
on e’s clan (eth n ic gro u p) over

a n o ther or and th us in fl ue n ce over lea de rsh i p. Ta k ing adv a n ta ges opportun i ties and res o urces. No con trol of
o wn e rsh i p, dis trib u tion and ma na gement of pro jects.

KURIA PEOPLES’ MANIFESTO

The Kuria manifesto demands:

The com m un i ty has many needs all of which are urge n t. After all, that the com m un i ty has suff e red at th e
ha n ds of poli tic ians entrus ted wi th public fun ds and res o urces. Sus ta in ed action aim ed at im pro ving th e
present situa tion but also pla n n ed for long-te rm eff ectiv e n es s.

• Revis e, upda te and res tructure the public res o urces, CDF, Dev e lo pment Com m i ttees, in coordina tion
wi th civil soc iety and pro vin c ial adm in is tr a tion .

• Building of Higher lea rn ing in s ti tu tions by enco ur a ging the pr a ctice of tr a in ing, th is will con trib u te to
fa m ily in com es and ga in prof es s ional expe rie n ce.

• Prom o te and open mic ro-b us in es s es among young peo ple.

• Res ea rch on a new ca sh crop and ma rketing the present cro p s

• Im plement pro gr a m m e rs and pro jects that will be n e fit the com m un i ty.

• Look in to environ m e n tal problems by in c l uding them in soc io-econ om ic dev e lo pment pro gr a m m e rs, as
w e ll as ed uca tiona l. En co ur a ge grea ter con ce rn for environ m e n tal is s ues and ed uca tion .

• In v olve the com m un i ty in dev e lo pm e n t.

• Pa rtic i pa te in com m un i ty poli tical dia lo gue and deba te in the forum s, civil soc iety orga n iz a tions and
h uman rig h ts gro u p s.

• Free the media from go v e rnment con trol and allow more es ta blish m e n ts of priv a te media .

• De m oc r a cy and dece n tr a liz a tion for human dev e lo pm e n t

• Eff ective po p ular pa rtic i pa tion in poli tical dec is ion ma k ing human dev e lo pment th ro ugh ensuring th e
pa rtic i pa tion of weak and most ma rgina liz ed soc ial com m un i ty groups and those most prone to
eth n ic i ty such as women and childre n .

Kuria is expe rie n c ing a wide circ le of corru p tion wi th in the go v e rnment appa r a tus and betw een go v e rn m e n t
and the priv a te sector. Th is has rea c h ed lev e ls that th rea ten dev e lo pment and form a ba rrier aro und soc ia l
and econ om ic im provement and de m oc r a tic re f orm. In the light of the above cha lle nges, all NGOs, CSOs,
CBOs, FBOs, which are in depe n dent of the go v e rnment and are dedica ted to dev e lo pment in its wider sense
a re con s ta n tly lobb ying in order to hig h light th e ir role as pa rtn e rs and th e ir right to ta ke pa rt in soc ial and
poli tical deba tes at the local lev e l. Many fa ctors must become pa rt of the deba te on the th rea ts of eth n ic i ty.
Corru p tion during election s, in c l uding freedom of assoc ia tion wi th all poli tical pa rties, freedom of the pres s,

fa m o usly known as Lisasi and
th e re is com plete ly noth ing don e
a bout it. The assis tant chie f
ha ving been bro ught up in tha t
com m un i ty can never accept his
k insmen to be arres ted. From
res ea rch ca rried out by th e
n etw ork membe rs, a fee is giv e n
to the assis tant chief on mon th ly
ba s is in order the brew can be
ma de and sold. Sta m ping out
eth n ic i ty pres e n tly is not ea s y. It
is grea tly felt by the low cla s s
pe rs on and more so in the in th e
m in ori ty clans or tribes.

We have had ca s es in our soc iety
re la ted to public fun ds
dis b urs e m e n t. The poor who
sh o uld have been aided ha v e
n ever beca use th ey have no
a ccess to the office rs con ce rn ed.
E th n ic i ty has also ta ken root in
a ll sph e res of lif e, and sa la ry
in com es, which have given birth
to corru p tion. If a surv ey of th e
Dece mber27, 2007 election is
con d ucted, it is like ly to sh o w
that most peo ple voted on triba l
lin es so that th ey can have a
sha re in the na tional ca ke.

Im m edia te former MRs and
co un c ilor had to bribe th e
peo ple to solicit for votes; It is
like ly most  Kenyans voted
wi th th e ir stomachs rather tha n
th e ir hea ds. 

To address th is is s ue, th e
go v e rnment lea de rs and
poli tic ia n s, the com m un i ty
sh o uld play a vi tal role; th e re is
n eed for sensitiz a tion on th e
n eed to ma in ta in na tiona l
un i ty. The media sh o uld be a
tool in aiding th e
im ple m e n ta tion of the abo v e.

Hate Spe e c h & Ethnic ity
By Phyllis Lumidi Kakamega Human Rights Network

The Roots of Ethnicity
By Lucas .M. Sinda-Mara River Resource centre

³ Cont i nued from page 24
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Uka bila ni ugon jwa mkub w a
una okula ja m ii yetu ya Ke n y a .
Jirani zetu wa Ta n z a n ia
w a m e fa n ik iwa kuon do sha
‘ka n sa’ hiyo ilha li ha pa kwetu
um e z a a na ku juku u. Mba li na
s e rika li na idara zake, uka bila
um e ingizwa ha di sekta za
k ibina fsi na za kie lim u. Hivi
sa sa, sia sa za kita ifa
zina on y esha sura za kika bila .
Cha ma cha DP kim ee ge m ea
Mkoa wa Ka ti na ma e n eo ya
Mlima Kenya, ngome za
ma ka bila ya Wa k ikuyu na
Wa m e ru; FOR D- Kenya ni ya
Mkoa wa Ma g ha ribi na kwenye
ja m ii ya Wa k is ii, huku Cha ma
c ha Sh irik isho ku toka Pwani ni
ya ja m ii ya Mi jike n da; NPK ya
Bi. Cha ri ty Ngilu ni hifa dhi ya
Wa ka mba. Ingawa vy a ma vy a
OD M, OD M-Kenya, Na rc, na
Na rc-Kenya vina s e m e ka na
kuwa vya vya Wa l uo, na
Wa k ikuy u. Hali hii pia ina tisha
kuwa mbaya na kuiga ba a dhi ya
nchi ziliz o sa mba r a tika ka ma
Soma lia, Rw a n da, na Burun di.
Ma juzi ma ta m shi ya viongo zi
fulani yameleta mta fa ruku na
uha sa ma .

Ma ta m shi ya viongo zi kwamba
ka bila fulani ha liw e zi ku pa ta
uongo zi wa nchi hii kwa sa ba b u
ta ma d uni zao fula n i
ha zia mba tani na za ma ka bila ya
ha pa Pw a n i, ni uc h oc h e zi wa
ha li ya ju u. Vile vile kum w a bia

Bi, Na zlim Umar aende aka pige
s ia sa Pwani ingawa si Mp w a n i
ba li ni Mwisla m u, una on y esha
u peo wa fik ira po tofu na uka bila
m iongoni mwa Wa kenya. Kuda i
ka bila ya fulani lina ta bia ya
un y a ng’a n yi na ufisa di ni
dh ih irisho la jinsi Wa ke n y a
w a na vyo cha mb ua ka bila zima
pe ngine kwa ma ko sa ya
w a c ha c h e.

Ta y a ri serika li ya 2002 ha di 2007
ilikuwa im etuh um iwa kuwa na
wingi wa ja m ii moja, amba lo
lilikuwa na ma w a ziri sa ba kwenye
baraza la ma w a ziri. Vilevile ka bila
h ilo lilikuwa na ma na ibu na
ma ka tibu ka dhaa. Vilevile ja ji
m ku u, ga v a na wa be n k i, na
ba a dhi ya wengine wametoka
ka bila hilo. Ka tika wilaya ya
Kw a le, DC, na wakuu wengi wa
idara za serika li wana toka ja m ii
h iyo akiw epo DD O, DSD O, DAO,
O CPD miongoni mwa wengi.
Kuzuka kwa ma kun di ya kika bila
ka ma Mungik i, Ta liban, Ka m jesh ,
Ch in kororo, Sungus ungu, Jeshi la
Mz ee, SL DF na ha ta Rep ublica n
Co un c il ku toka Pwani ili kulin da
ma slahi ya ja m ii yao im eon y esha
jinsi tuna ubina fsi na sha uku ju u
usa la ma wa ma ka bila yetu.
Tuk ia nga zia ta tizo nyeti la ardh i
na kuko s e ka na ajira na na fasi za
ku to sha kwenye vy uo vya uma na
ku ta pa kaa kwa ma ka bila ya nje
kwenye hote li za Diani Beach na
um iliki wa bia shara mba limba li

tuna pa ta kic h oc h eo cha gha s ia za
k ika bila mba li na usa la ma
ulio z oro ta. Hali hii ina z a lisha
uha sa ma na chuki na kuw a pa
fursa mua fa ka kwa viongo zi
w a ka bila kuc h oc h ea vi ta kwa
ma n ufaa yao bina fsi ha s w a
uc ha guzi zina poka ribia. Ma mbo
haya yote yana faa yazinga tiw e
sa sa hiv e, ma a na ke yameke r a
w e ngi kwa muda mre fu na
h ue n da ikawa ha y a w e zi kungo jea
uc ha guzi mwingine ili yali p uke
te na.   

Ingawa waka ti wakwandik isha
w a lim u, wana jesh i, vy uo vy a
u tibabu hufa n yika Wila y a n i,
na fasi za wenyeji wa Kw a le ni
c h ini  ya asilim ia 35. Kwa ha li hii,
vi ja na wana uc h ungu kuko sa ajir a
na pia na fasi kwenye ardhi za
ma babu zao, hivyo huwa rahis i
kusha uriwa kuc h ukua ha tua
m ikon oni mwao. Ni kweli
k w a mba watu wote ha w a w e zi
w a ka pa ta ardh i, na hue n da ika w a

Uka bila Wa letwa na Siasa Potofu
Na Mahmoud Barroh-Kwale Human Rights Network

Kudai kabila ya fulani lina

tabia ya unyang’anyi na

ufisadi ni dhihirisho la jinsi

Wakenya wanavyo chambua

kabila zima pengine kwa

makosa ya wachache.

Kenya im e fika kiw a ngo cha watu
kufik iria njia zinginezo za
ku jik imu kima isha na kum ilik i
ma li, la k ini sh ida la ufisa di ka tika
uga w a ji wa ardh i, na fasi za ka zi
na rasilima li nyinginezo ni la zima
is ul uh ishwe sa sa. 

Ina s ik i tisha kwamba vi ta vy a
k ika bila ka ma vile vya Ka y a
B ombo mwaka 2002
vilic h oc h ewa na viongo zi waku u
s e rika lini na ma tokeo huwa ni
ha sara ya ma e lfu ku po te zw a
pa m o ja na ma li na kuw a c ha
ma e lfu ya watu bila ma ka o.
Uc ha guzi wa 2007 uli poka ribia
ka ribia, kulikuwa na wasi wasi wa
kuzuka vi ta vya kika bila ha sa
ba a da ya ma dai kwamba vi ja na
w a li pa tika na wakifanya ma z oe zi
ya kivi ta kwenye Ms i tu wa
Ml ungun i pa, Dia n i, Wilaya ya
Kw a le. Wa tuh um iwa 36 wali tiw a
n da n i. Mm o ja wao Bw. Kha tib
Mte nge, mgombea ji wa kiti cha
Msa mbweni amekua akiteta
vika li juu ya uovu wa un y a kuzi
wa ardhi na kuko s e ka na kwa ajir a
kwa wenyeji wa Kw a le. 

Ina paswa kuwe na msimu mpya
un oa gawa ardh i, na fasi za ka zi
na ma s omo ka tika vy uo vya uma
na ka dha lika ili asilim ia kub w a
ka tika ta ba ka zote ite ngew e
w e n y eji asili wa kila Wila y a .
Wazo hili lim eba n dkwa ma jina
m e ngi ka ma vile ‘Quo ta Sy s te m ,
Affirma tive Action na ha ta

Ma jimbo. Ja mbo la muh imu sio
jina ila ni haki na usa w a
vi pa tikane kwa wote, ili ha s ir a
zina z o toka na na uko s e fu wa
a jira na uma sk ini zia c h e
kue le ke zwa ma sk ini wengin e
wa ku toka ka bili hili au lile na
ilha li wao pia ha w kun ufa ish w a
na ufisa di wa wachache ka tika
ka bila la o.  Ipo ha ja kub w a
kuilim isha ja m ii juu ya
um uh imu wa Wa kenya waish i
ka ma ja m ii moja. Vilevile, ardh i
ziliz on y a kuliwa kih ole la
zirudish iwe wenyewe na zile za
um ma ziwachwe ziwe ni za
ma n ufaa ya wananchi wa eneo
h us ika. Haki na ama n i
zi ta pa tika na haya yakisha
a h idiwa na ku te ke le zwa. 

Aidha mradi wa kuwa na
Ma n if es to ya Wa na n c h i, zoe zi
lina lofa n ywa na KHRC
ik ish irik ia na na mita n dao ya
Wilaya ya Kw a le, Ta i ta Ta v eta ,
Momba sa, na kwengin e ko
n c h in i, kum e fa n ik isha pa kub w a
w a nanchi kue lewa sh ida zao, na
ku toa hoja mba li mba li kuh us u
s ul uh isho mua fa ka za sh ida
zina z o w a kumba wana n c h i
ka tika kila eneo bunge. Mr a di
huu um ec ha ngia wana n c h i
kuc ha gua na kuw a dh ibi ti
viongo zi kua n zia rais wabunge
na ma diwani wata koleta afue n i
k w etu, ja m ii, nchi na viz a zi
vi ja vyo kwa jum la . p

Caption



Kwame Nkrumah once
said, “It is unfortunate
that most regimes in
Africa are created by the
bullet but not by the
ballot”.  This great son
of Africa died by a
bullet fired by a coup
plotter, and what he
said then remains
largely true to date.

We can argue that Kenya ha s
been re la tiv e ly pea ce ful, we
have held elections ev e ry fiv e
y ea rs, and hence th is sa ying
does not hold true in our ca s e.
The tru th is, th o ugh we ha v e
h e ld elections re ligio usly afte r
ev e ry five yea rs. Ho w ev e r, th e
e lections have not been free
and fa ir beca use of eth n ic ha te,
poli tical th ug ge ry and
in tim ida tions have la rge ly
in fl ue n ced th ese election s.  

Is iolo North Con s ti tue n cy ha s
s in ce in depe n de n ce had very
in te res ting expe rie n ces wi th
e lection s. A brief his tory of
e lection ee ring in Is iolo
in dica tes that afte r
in depe n de n ce, the res ide n ts of
Is iolo and the entire North e rn
Fron tier Dis trict (N FD) wanted
to secede to join the “grea t
Soma li la n d”.  Th is culm ina ted
in the post in depe n de n ce war
betw een the Kenya go v e rn m e n t
and “sh ifta ”.  In th is sh ifta
pe riod, peo ple were
‘repa tria ted’ to th e ir ances tr a l
la n d’, oth e rs died, liv es tock was
con fis ca ted or wi ped out and
a ll crude ta ctics were emplo y ed
to ma ke sure the peo ple toed
the lin e. Peo ple were so
in tim ida ted that th ey did not
want to go aga inst the gr a in for
f ear of coe rc ion or reprisa l.
On ly go v e rnment frie n dly or
im po s ed lea de rs ca rried th e
da y.

During the Nyayo era, th ings
did not im pro v e.  Des pi te th e
fa ct that the post in depe n de n ce
war had ended, the re gim e

By Paul Metro and Immanuel Ashuka

pe rf ected the art of
dis c rim ina tion on the ba s is of
eth n ic i ty.  Eth n ic ma rgina liz a tion
became the order of the da y.
An y body or eth n ic group tha t
was not pro-s y s tem was br a n ded
“ Ad ui ya ma e n de leo” {An En e m y
to Dev e lo pm e n t}, and hence was
dealt wi th, wi th the crudest force
po s s ible.  Th e re was a police un i t
k n o wn as “s pec ial br a n c h” tha t
ma de sure all dis s e n ting voices
and opin ions were sile n ced.  To
ma ke ma tte rs worse th e
Mlolongo system of voting was
us ed in the 1980s was to ma ke
s ure that ev e ry body voted for a
go v e rnment fa v ored ca n dida te
and those who de fied knew wha t
was in store for them.  Un de r
s uch circum s ta n ces, truly
de m oc r a tic, free and fa ir
e lections re ma in ed a drea m .

After the repeal of the fa m o us
Section 2a of Ke n y a ’s
Con s ti tu tion that rev e rted Ke n y a
in to mul ti -pa rts im th ings did not
fun da m e n ta lly cha nge. Wha t
c ha nged was the ta ctic be ing
e m plo y ed.  Th is time rug-ta g
in f ormal arm ies or mili tia s
s pon s ored by poli tic ians cro p ped
u p.  Th is is when na m es like
Kanu Yo u th Winge rs, Mungik i,
Ka m jesh i, Baghdad Boys,
Ch in kororo etc emerged.  Th e
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res ult was the sa m e; to in tim ida te
v o te rs. In Is iolo North, it was
even wors e.  Some of membe rs of
one of the eth n ic groups in Is iolo,
who be liev ed in eth n ic
dom ina n ce, moo ted an idea of
driving all other com m un i ties
a w a y. Pres uma bly the goal was to
c rea te a pro vin ce from Mo y a le to
Bura, that would be go v e rn ed and
proba bly po p ula ted by just th is
one eth n ic gro u p. To achieve th is,
dis p u tes betw een th is com m un i ty
and all other com m un i ties were
fue led, wi th re in f orce m e n ts be ing
im ported from Eth io pia .
Con s eque n tly, many peo ple fled
to neig hboring to wns and th us
co uld not vote in Is iolo.  Sta tis tics
in dica te that voter turn out in
Is iolo North Con s ti tue n cy during
the 2002 election was 52%
com pa red to the na tional average
of 67%.  The res ult not
s urpris ing ly was a ca n dida te from
the dom inant eth n ic group in th e
a rea .

In view of the fore going, peo ple
re ma in very ca u tio us follo wing
the 2007 general election s. As
wi th ev e ry election, th e re are
f ea rs that some peo ple may ha v e
to pack and leave Is iolo to avoid
any viole n ce that may res ult from
the diff e rent in te rpreta tions of
the res ul ts of th is election. We

a re yet to see what steps th e
go v e rnment is ta k ing to ensure
th e re is no recurre n ce of viole n ce.  

The Is iolo Human Rig h ts
Netw ork has been work ing to
b uild eth n ic tole r a n ce in the tw o
con s ti tue n c ies by in s tilling a
sense of own e rship in res ide n ts
who come from the less po p ulo us
eth n ic groups in the area, while at
the same tim e, hig h lig h ting th e
ga ins that can be po s s ible if
m e mbe rs of the dom inant gro u p
give cul tural div e rs i ty a cha n ce to
th riv e, and tr a n s f orm Is iolo in to a
m ode rn co s m o poli tan city. Civic
ed uca tion prior to the 2007
general elections was con d ucted
un der a pro ject ti tled Peo ples ’
Ma n if es to and focus ed on
w ork ing wi th peo ple from th e
diff e rent eth n ic groups to giv e
them a cha n ce to ide n tify th e
problems aff ecting the area ,
pro pose sol u tions and reco gn iz e
the poli tical power that citiz e n s
h old in dec iding on polic ies and
dev e lo pm e n t. 

Some of the res ul ts of th is
process was the dev e lo pment of a
peo ples’ ma n if es to for bo th Is iolo
North and Is iolo So u th
Con s ti tue n c ies. The com pila tion
of th ese ma n if es tos in to a sing le
document for each con s ti tue n cy

bro ught out the fa ct that th e
peo ple of Is iolo des pi te th e ir
diff e rent cul tural ba c kgro un ds
s uffer the same problems and
pro po s ed sim ilar sol u tions to
a ddress the problems in th e
2008 – 2012 pe riod.  For
e x a m ple, a trip all over Is iolo
North and So u th in Februa ry
2007 bro ught out access to
w a ter as a ma jor problem in
the area. The Is iolo Huma n
Rig h ts Netw ork has sin ce th e n
been sensitizing peo ple to
reco gn ize and use wis e ly th e ir
right to vote in res pon s ible
peo ple in to the ward ba s ed
Ma na gement of Wa te r
Com m i ttees. 

The sol u tions that the peo ple
w o uld want to see are what are
now sta ted as de ma n ds in th e
Con s ti tue n cy Ma n if es tos and
will now in 2008 become a
s ca reca rd or acco un ta bili ty tool
f or the MPs and co un c ilors tha t
w e re elected in the tw o
con s ti tue n c ies. The Is iolo
Human Rig h ts Netw ork will
th ro ughout th is elective te rm
2008 – 2012, sensitiz e
com m un i ties in Is iolo in th e
n eed to focus less on th e ir
cul tural diff e re n ces and in s tea d
un i te to hold lea de rs
a cco un ta ble to address th e ir
de ma n ds for im provement of
in fr a s tructure (roa ds, bridges,
dr a ina ge systems etc), service
de liv e ry (e.g. ga rba ge
collections and environ m e n ta l
pro tection), access to clea n
drin k ing water in all villa ges by
2010, the es ta blishment of
h ea l th ce n te rs in all
w a rds / loca tions by 2010,
Su p port the review by
Pa rliament of Land te n ure
s y s tem by 2009, lobby th e
Min is try of Educa tion to
es ta blish mobile schools to
a ccom m oda te pa s tor a list way
of life and work wi th pa re n ts,
e lde rs, pro vin c ia l
a dm in is tr a tion to enco ur a ge
c h ildren who are not in school
to be rea dm i tted, and to
priori tize securi ty in bo th
con s ti tue n c ies. p

"Bad roads and under development in Isiolo"

Hate & Ethnic Cleansing
i n The Name of Free & Fair Ele ctio n
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Th is is a good time for
Kenyans to ev a l ua te
how th ey ha v e

con d ucted th e m s e lv es during
general election s. In the pa s t
e lection s, many in c ide n ts of
corru p tion, triba lism and
n epo tism have been wi tn es s ed.
As a res ult of th es e, many liv es
of in n ocent peo ple have bee n
lo s t, hun dreds of th o usa n ds of
peo ple dis pla ced and a lot of
pro pe rty des tro y ed th us
de n ying many da ug h te rs and
s ons of the land th e ir right to
freedom, pro tection of life and
pro pe rty. Th is has also de n ied
them the cha n ce of enjo ying
the frui ts of in depe n de n ce tha t
is cla im ed to have bee n
a tta in ed over forty yea rs ago. 

It appea rs that th e re is now a
trend of election ee ring pe riods
going hand in hand wi th
poli tica lly in s tiga ted eth n ic
c la sh es. Such cla sh es us ua lly
s ta rt a long the re giona l
bo un da ries, dis trict bo un da ries
and in the ma jor to wns where
diff e rent eth n ic groups liv e.
The ma s ter min ds of th es e
c la sh es are always th e
un po p ular poli tic ians who fea r
fa iling or lo s ing in the ge n e r a l
e lection s. Th ey in c i te th e ir
tribes’ peo ple who wi th o u t
c la sh es may not be th e ir die-
ha rd supporte rs to fight or
c la sh wi th other tribes living in
the area. Th is way the peo ple of
diff e rent tribes are forced in to
eth n ic un i ty as th ey seek re fuge
in th e ir tribe and th us vote for
th e ir tribes’ pe rs on re ga rdles s
of her / his abili ty or
corru p tion record.

In as much as many peo ple
have been bla m ing poli tic ia n s
f or in s tiga ting th ese eth n ic
c la sh es, the go v e rnment is to
be bla m ed the most. Sin ce 1963
when Kenya atta in ed
in depe n de n ce and Ke n y a tta
took over the lea de rship as th e
co un try’s first pres ide n t, all th e
way to 1978, when Ke n y a tta
died, the go v e rnment nev e r
took any action aga in s t
a n y body or poli tic ian who was
pro-Ke n y a tta when th ey

p ublic ly utte red abus ive words,
w h ich would today qua lify as ha te
s peech and in c i tement or did
a n y th ing that would crea te
te n s ion among our com m un i ties.

When Mr. Da n iel Moi took over
the pres ide n cy after Ke n y a tta ’s
dea th, the situa tion wors e n ed. He
s ta rted by segm e n ting th e
co un try in to sma ller portion s
a long eth n ic lin es ca lling th e m
dis tricts and divis ion s. Moi
dish ed out dis tricts even to area s
w orth be ing divis ions so long as
the eth n ic groups living th e re
h e ro-w orsh i p ped him. Th is was
the time when tribes sta rted to
th ink that sin ce th ey have bee n
given dis tricts, then any oth e r
diff e rent tribe living wi th them is
th e ir enemy. Th is is the tim e
when tribal cla sh es eru p ted and
es pec ia lly when peo ple were
a p proa c h ing general election s
when te n s ions were high. Th is is
how the tribal cla sh es in Ke n y a
a re ign i ted and nowadays ma n y
f ear that to w a rds ev e ry ge n e r a l
e lection, th e re must be reported
eth n ic cla sh es in one re gion or
a n o th e r.

F or over a year now, te n s ion s
have been high in Mt. Elgon
w h e re many peo ple have died.
Along the Ny a n z a -Rift Va lley
border near Son d u, te n s ions are
ris ing ev e ry da y. Over the pa s t
th ree general election s, cla sh es
have always eru p ted along th is

border along side the Rift Va lley-
Kis ii borde r, Kis ii -Luo borde r
a long the Oc h odororo ma rket
and Rio s ir ma rket, at the Kuria -
Ma a sai border and at the Kis ii
Ma a sai borde r.

The 2002 – 2007 go v e rn m e n t
s eems to have pe rf ected what th e
previo us go v e rn m e n ts had don e.
No action was be ing ta ken aga in s t
those peo ple or poli tic ians who
us ed ha te speech to ca m pa ign
a ga inst other com m un i ties. For
in s ta n ce, the media reported th e
f ormer MP for Kib w e zi sa ying
‘ Wa ka mba wana a m ini kwamba
Wa k ikuyu ni na fuu la k ini Wa ja l uo
ni wabaya zaidi’. Th is MP was
n ever arres ted or even asked to
record a sta tement wi th th e
police sim ply beca use he was pro-
Kiba k i. In another in c ide n t, a
Ca bin et Min is ter Sim eon
Ny a c hae was reportedly br a g ging
a fter his goons fa m o usly known
as Ch in kororo beat up other MPs
ca us ing them body ha rm .
Ny a c hae was not arres ted, des pi te
the fa ct that th e re were
in dica tions that he had actua lly
fina n ced the arm ed th ugs tha t
a tta c ked the other pa rty. Th is
o ught to have warr a n ted an
e x pedi tio us in v es tiga tion and tria l
on the fina n c ing of th ugs and
m ili tia res ul ting in the ECK
dis qua lifying him and any oth e r
pe rs ons reported to have bee n
f o und in po s s es s ion of wea pon s,
or to have hired and tr a in ed
th ugs as an election str a te g y.
In s tea d, the on ly peo ple tha t
th o ught such in c ide n ces were a
big deal were the media, huma n
rig h ts orga n iz a tions and th o s e
that were atta c ked. 

The poli tical in te gr a tion tha t
a lways prev a ils in the co un try
a fter the general elections is a
c lear sign that Kenyans can liv e
in ha rm ony in spi te of th e ir
diff e rent eth n ic ba c kgro un ds. It is
un der th is con text that Ke n y a n s
sh o uld serio usly con s ider a
go v e rna n ce form ula that ensures
that go v e rnment in s ti tu tions are
truly in depe n dent pa rticula rly
d uring an election yea r, so tha t
the police can be able to arres t

a s pir a n ts found in po s s es s ion of
w ea pon s. The ECK sh o uld
im m edia te ly have dis qua lified
s uch th ugs, and wi th the hig h
n umbe rs of aspir a n ts in all th e
con s ti tue n c ies, th e re would still
have been a credible election .
Corru p tion which in c l udes
triba lism, and nepo tism, sh o uld
a lso be addres s ed on ce and for
a ll. Fina lly and most im porta n tly,
Kenyans sh o uld con s ider a
go v e rna n ce form ula tha t
e mbr a ces all the over 42 eth n ic
com m un i ties at all lev e ls and in
a ll public po s i tion s. 

When the current go v e rn m e n t
a s ce n ded to power in 2003, ma n y
Kenyans th o ught that eth n ic i ty
w o uld be a th ing of the past but
un f ortuna te ly, it wors e n ed.
Tr a di tiona lly, the pres ide n t’s
tribes’ peo ple are given a la rge r
sha re of the go v e rn m e n t’s most
l uc r a tive po s ts. One of the bes t
and sa ddest examples is th e
Min is try of Fina n ce, whic h
con trols the co un try’s fina n ce,
ba n k ing and the Ke n y a ’s
econ omy in ge n e r a l. Th is
Min is try was and con tin ues to be
run in the ma jori ty of key to p
po s i tions of the fina n ce Min is try,
and re la ted bodies such as th e
Kenya Rev e n ue Auth ori ty, th e
Con s olida ted Fun d, the Ca pi ta l
Ma rkets Auth ori ty and the Ke n y a
Re-In s ur a n ce Com pa n y,
predom ina n tly by membe rs of
one eth n ic gro u p. Al th o ug h
m e mbe rs of other com m un i ties
a re also emplo y ed in th es e
depa rtm e n ts, just like in th e
ge n der equi ty deba te, it is

im portant to audit how
diff e rent eth n ic groups and
s e x es are dis trib u ted
pa rticula rly in the top lev e ls of
a u th ori ty. A mix of eth n ic i ties
and ge n de rs in the most
in fl ue n tial top po s i tion would
at the very least red uce
corru p tion or force the actors
to ign ore th e ir eth n ic
diff e re n ces in order to con s pire
f or gr a ft.  

If th is predom ina n ce of on e
eth n ic group in top po s i tions of
in fl ue n ce does not fa ll wi th in
the de fin i tion of triba lis m ,
w h ich is a com ponent of
corru p tion, then what does? Of
la te, th e re has been a te n de n cy
that any pe rs on who con de m n s
th ese tribal appoin tm e n ts is
ca lled a triba lis t. Time has now
rea c h ed when we Ke n y a n s
sh o uld sta rt see ing th ings in
th ree dim e n s ion s. We sh o uld
s ta rt look ing at triba lism from
the ce n tral go v e rn m e n t
a p poin tm e n ts be f ore we are
br a in-w a sh ed by the poli tica lly
in s tiga ted tribal cla sh es and
ca ttle rus tling which are jus t
de libe r a te ly done to devia te our
a tte n tion from what is ta k ing
pla ce at Sta te Ho use and oth e r
key corn e rs of th e
go v e rn m e n t’s arm s.

When still on the is s ue of
corru p tion, th e re has been a
te n de n cy where un po p ula r
poli tic ians dish out mon ey and
o ther ma te ria ls such as suga r,
sa l t, t-sh irts and ‘lessos’ to th e
peo ple during ca m pa igns so
that th ey con fuse th e
e lector a te’s min ds. In the pa s t,
th is pa tte rn worked well but at
the 2007 elections time was
ri pe for Kenyans to th in k
wis e ly and dec ide on th e ir
des tiny wi th th e ir br a ins not
th e ir stomachs or poc kets. 

As the local poli tic ians ta ke th e
blame on such cheap and loca l
corru p tion, th e re has been a
h ig h-c lass corru p tion at the to p
of the ce n tral go v e rn m e n t. For
in s ta n ce, in the year 2002

Ethnicity & Corruption as 2007
G en era l Ele ctions Ap p r o a c h e d

By Caleb Twenya- Migori Human Rights Network

It appears that there is now

a trend of electioneering

periods going hand in hand

with politically instigated

ethnic clashes. Such clashes

usually start a long the

regional boundaries, district

boundaries and in the major

towns where different

ethnic groups live.

The political integration

that always prevails in the

country after the general

elections is a clear sign

that Kenyans can live in

harmony in spite of their

different ethnic

backgrounds.
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When the Soma li pea ce
ta lks be gan in
Mba ga th i, Na irobi in

2005, on ly clans were orga n iz ed
as le gi tima te un i ts of
repres e n ta tion. Th e re are fiv e
c lans in the war torn Soma lia and
n one of them con s ide red wom e n
im portant enough to become pa rt
of the nego tia tion s. At any oth e r
point in his tory, women would
have sat back and accep ted th is as
th e ir des tin y. Not th is tim e
th o ug h; when th e ir co un try was
fa lling apa rt in a wave of
un precede n ted viole n ce.
Th e re f ore, the six th clan was
born .

Al th o ugh th ey have ma de
re ma rka ble break th ro ugh in
poli tics, securing 25 sea ts in th e
local na tional assembly, wom e n
had been side lin ed in th e
re ma rk ing of th e ir co un try. Th e re
was ev e ry cha n ce that th ey would
be given the cold sh o ulder when a
n ew go v e rnment was form ed.
Mrs. Asha Haji Elm i, the cha ir of
the Soma li wom e n’s pres s ure
group says the six th clan did not
have anyth ing ha n ded to it on a
s ilver pla tte r. She and her tea m
had to lobby ha rd for wom e n
pa rtic i pa tion even among wom e n
th e m s e lv es. Six yea rs do wn th e
roa d, th ey have a rea s on to smile:
the Federal Cha rter of Soma lia
s ti p ula tes that at least 12% of th e
n ew 275-m e mbe rs of pa rlia m e n t
m ust be women. “We can lea rn a
lot from Soma lia wom e n” sa y s
Ny a r a dzai Gambon zv on da
UN I FEM’s Re gional Director.
Th ey came to gether and
orga n iz ed th e m s e lv es and now
the cha rter reco gn iz es th e m .
During Soma li fight for
in depe n de n ce, women did not
on ly offer moral support but
went to the fron tlin e. Wi th th e
in depe n de n ce secured, howev e r,
th ey were soon re le ga ted to th e
tr a di tional role of hous ewiv es.
“ We did not want his tory
repea ted” says Asha. Even th o ug h
Soma li women have ma de a brea k
th ro ugh in Pa rlia m e n t, th ey still
have a long way to go in a cul ture
ba s ed on ma le pre f e re n ce.
Moreo v e r, while the pea ce

n e go tia tions have ta ken a
po s i tive outlook, Soma li re ma in s
at a cross roa ds- putting in
jeo pa rdy the ga ins so far ma de.
We are con fron ted by new civil
w a rs that have crea ted in te rna lly
dis pla ced pe rs on s, the ma jori ty
of them women, sa id Asha ,
d uring her recent visit to Wa jir
Human Rig h ts Netw ork.

Tim es are ha rd for a Soma li
w oman. Some have died of
h unger wi th th e ir children still
s tr a p ped to th e ir ba c k s. On e
w oman was found boiling wate r
to give her children the ill us ion
that th e re was a meal com ing.
Gr a n dm o th e rs give orphans th e ir
brea s ts for human com f ort ev e n
th o ugh the milk dried up deca des
ea rlie r. Women head many of
the fa m ilies; th ey and th e ir
da ug h te rs are pa rticula rly
v uln e r a ble to rape and oth e r
f orms of viole n ce.
According to Mrs. Asha, most
Soma li woman do not
un de rs tand the le gal system and
a re not even aware of th e ir rig h ts
h e n ce her visit to the Wa jir
Human Rig h ts Netw ork, to lea rn
a bout the po s s ible ways and
m eans of acces s ing jus tice for
w omen in the vola tile Soma li. 

In a re fresh ing break from
tr a di tion, women in north e rn
Kenya are now exhibi ting
poli tical ambi tion. Going by
in s piring res ul ts of 2006 by-
e lections in Mo y a le, Sa ku,
La isa m is and North Horr, wom e n
felt th ey co uld con front the is s ues
of eth n ic i ty and corru p tion hea d
on at the 2007 general election s.
Wi th th e ir rallying ca ll be ing
“th is is our time to ta ke over and
tr a n s f orm Kenya” th ey were
dete rm in ed to de fy all odds –
re ligio us and cul tural bia s es
w h ich th ey cla im are prim i tiv e
a rc ha ic and outda ted. Ma k ing
m ore 65% of the re gion vote rs,
th ey vowed to tr a n sla te th e ir
n umbe rs in to the curre n cy of
v o tes in the Dece mber 2007
e lection s. After con s ide ring th e ir
o p tions out of a rapidly sh ifting
s et of po s s ibili ties, the ma in
pi tfa ll fema le aspir a n ts had to
look out for was the pla n n ing for
th e ir own sa f ety, surviving th e
viole n ce, the pa rty nom ina tion s
s y s tem, corru p tion and vote r
a tti tude.
Wi th the elections now in th e
pa s t, we congr a tula te all th e
w omen who took the bold step of
fa i th to run for elective po s i tion s
at the last general election s. As
Ms. So ph ia of the Wa jir Huma n

A Sixth Clan Is Born
-“The Soma li Woman”

Rig h ts Netw ork has often sa id,
“ Women lea de rship and
pa rtic i pa tion in public lif e
sh o uld never be held ca p tive by
petty pa tria rc hal min ds ets ”.
Th e re is a great deal of work to
be done bo th by those who
off e red th e ir ca n dida ture at th e
last general elections as well as
those who did or did not vote
f or the women ca n dida tes.

Wa jir Human Rig h ts Netw ork
in fu ture works wi th bo th of
th ese groups to plan and
m on i tor dev e lo pment in th e
a rea ba s ed on the con s ti tue n cy
ma n if es tos that were dev e lo ped
f or each of the four Wa jir
con s ti tue n c ies. Wh ile MPs and
co un c ilors will be the ma in
d u ty bea re rs that will be ta sked
to de liver on the de ma n ds
ma de in the con s ti tue n cy
ma n if es to s, women who took
the bold step to aspire for civic
and pa rlia m e n ta ry sea ts will be
key in orga n izing women, bo th
y o ung and old, to pa rtic i pa te in
com m un i ty dev e lo pm e n t
pro jects and mon i tor pro gres s
ev e ry 3-6 mon th s. Ms. So ph ia
urges fellow aspir a n ts at th e
2007 general elections to roll
up th e ir sleev es and soil th e ir
ha n ds; its time to work.

Dece mber just some da y s
be f ore the general election s,
then Pres ident Mr. Da n iel Moi
a p poin ted Mr. Musa lia
Muda v a di as his Vice. Wh ile
many un de rs tand that th e re
m ust be a go v e rnment (Ca bin et
Min is te rs etc) even during an
e lection and that min is te rs
re ma in in cha rge of min is tries
un til the new ly elected
go v e rnment is sworn in, on e
w on de rs, why after Moi not
ha ving a VP for so long pe riod
in his re ign, and ask ing na s ty
ques tions about what value a
VP would add for Ke n y a n s,
w hat new qua li ties Musa lia
a cquired in the elev e n th hour
to qua lify him as VP for just a
f ew da y s. Clea rly, th is
a p poin tment was ba s ed on
Moi’s ima gin ing that th e
peo ple would be fooled in to
s e rio usly con s ide ring jus t
be f ore voting that ‘if one of our
o wn is VP then we are in po w e r
and can ea t’. More rece n tly, in
the 6 mon ths be f ore th e
Dece mber 2007 election s, new
dis tricts were crea ted ev e n
d uring ca m pa ign to urs. 

A more recent Min is te ria l
a p poin tment was that of
Wilfred Ma c ha ge, just be f ore
the 2007 election s. Th is ma n
had been assis tant Min is ter for
the last five yea rs and jus t
be f ore the dis s ol u tion of
pa rlia m e n t, he was appoin ted
to head the Min is try of the East
Africa Com m un i ty. Wh ile
many Kenyans con cede tha t
th e re must be a go v e rn m e n t
(m ea n ing min is te rs too) in
pla ce so that th e re is no
v a cu um during the election s,
s uch appoin tm e n ts clea rly
s e rve the grea ter age n da of
‘e n co ur a ging’ the membe rs of
the eth n ic group from whic h
s uch a min is ter is dr a wn to vote
in a ce rta in ma n n e r.  The sa m e
old mis s ion, to con fuse Mr.
Ma c ha ge’s com m un i ty wi th th e
big post and lure th e ir votes
d uring elections is what was
in te n ded.

All Kenyans irres pective of
th e ir eth n ic ba c kgro un d, race,
ge n der or age sh o uld be ca re ful
not to be in c i ted to cla sh wi th
one anoth e r. In s tea d, all
Kenyans must un i te to say no
to corru p tion and viole n ce.
Kenyans sh o uld embr a ce un i ty
in div e rs i ty to cha nge Ke n y a
in to a good ha bi tat for all
c i tizens of our be lo v ed
m o th e rland Africa p

By Bashir Mohamed- Wajir Human Rights Network

p

Caption
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Retrogressive Culture
Against Women Leadership

Cul tur a lly, ma ri ta l
s ta tus and econ om ic
power have been ba s ic

require m e n ts for anyon e
s ee k ing a lea de rship po s i tion .
Th is means that for som e
re gion s, high po v e rty lev e ls als o
deny qua li ty lea de rsh i p. Th is is
c lear in Mw a ta te con s ti tue n cy,
Ta i ta / Ta v eta where tw o
ca n dida tes Ms Ro sa lia
Mka n ja lla a vice sec reta ry
general of KNUT Ta i ta / Ta v eta
and a Mw a n disha prima ry
s c h ool teacher – pa rlia m e n ta ry
ca n dida te, Ms Ly dia Wa kesh o
Njullu a com m un i ty ed uca tor
and a human rig h ts activist –
f or sea t, Cha wia ward.

In July, 2007, during a well
a tte n ded worke rs’ meeting in
Msa ngachi Ho tel – Mw a ta te,

Ro sa lia Mka n ja lla in f orm ed
pa rtic i pa n ts of her sad exit from
the 2007 general election race
o wing to her ma ri tal sta tus as a
s ing le mother and fina n c ia l
con s tr a in ts which have been a
big de mand from the elector a te.
Wh ile addres s ing a human rig h ts
a ctivist work shop at Voi to wn
lodge i, orga n iz ed by TT
HUR I N ET in August 2007, Ms
Ly dia Wa kesho Njullu in f orm ed
the pa rtic i pa n ts that she ha d

dec ided to opt out of the race
beca use of pres s ure from th e
e lector a te who were de ma n ding
that she be ma rried be f ore
s ee k ing any elective lea de rsh i p
po s i tion. 

C ul tur a lly, the Ta i ta com m un i ty
be liev es that ma ri tal sta tus is key
to lea de rship th e re f ore any
un ma rried woman is NOT
E XP E CTED to seek any electiv e

lea de rship po s i tion. Th is by its e lf
may sound pa th etic but it is a
rea li ty that can on ly be cha nged
by civic ed uca tion. The ge n de r
rea li ty in Kenya is that peo ple
r a re ly sub ject men to sim ila r
s ta n da rds, such that an
un ma rried ma le youth or even a
div orced middle- a ged or old ma n
is un like ly to have ques tions on
h is ma ri tal sta tus even arise in
any dis cus s ion or ca m pa ign .

B eca use of th is, Ta i ta  has at
ev e ry election had to chose
lea de rs from a list that excludes
v e ry com petent women lea de rs,
but who do not even ma ke it o
the nom ina tions due to
res triction by th ese outda ted
cul tural pr a ctices.  We ought to
sh un th ese retro gres s iv e
be liev es, th ro ugh civic
ed uca tion at gr a s s roo ts level to
e n co ur a ge vote rs to vote on th e
ba s is of merit nd abili ty and
not ma ri tal sta tus. If anyth ing,
the oppo s i te ought to be th e
case – that sing le moth e rs ha v e
a lrea dy pro v ed th e ir abili ty to
ma na ge, as th ey are the on ly
on es who run th e ir fa m ilies,
and th us any good vis ible in
th e ir fa m ilies is a direct and
vis ible res ult of th e ir eff orts. 

The North Eastern Province
Women’s Initiative for Self-
Empowerment (NEPWISE) in
partnership with Wajir
Human Rights Network
condemns in the strongest
terms the beastly and savage
attacks meted on female
civic and parliamentary
aspirants prior to, during
and after the 2007 general
elections.

Viole n ce directed at wom e n
a s pir a n ts forms one of th e
ma jor cha lle nges that wom e n
have to endure in com peti tiv e
poli tics. The con tin ued atta c k s
on women poli tical aspir a n ts
in dica te that women have now
a ma s s ed enough poli tica l
in fl ue n ce to warrant ge n uin e
f ear from some ma le poli tica l
a s pir a n ts. Th is is not surpris ing
con s ide ring the sh eer numbe rs
of women and th e ir ca pa c i ty to
m obilize pa rticula rly th ro ug h
in f ormal netw ork s. The fli p
s ide of th is is that while wom e n
a re now rea dy to ta ke up
lea de rship in the public are na ,
many women re ma in
una ccus tom ed to the us e
viole n ce, ha ving been bro ug h t
up in cus toms that dis co ur a ge
w omen from con s ide ring
viole n ce as a means of res olving
dis p u tes. Having fa iled to
s ubd ue the fema le ca n dida tes
on all other fron ts, some ma le
a s pir a n ts res orted to us ing
viole n ce to con tin ue to lock out
w omen from the poli tica l
proces s. 

The ca m pa igns prior to th e
2007 general election s
wi tn es s ed num e ro us in c ide n ces

of viole n ce directed at wom e n .
F e ma le aspir a n ts such as Orie
Ro go-Ma n d uli of Ka sa r a n i,  Flor a
Tera of Im e n ti North, Ca th e rin e
Amayo of Na mba le, and th e
Da n dora civic aspirant Asha Ali,
just to name a few were atta c ked.
Clea rly, viole n ce directed at
w omen aspir a n ts is on the ris e. It
in c rea s ing ly ha p pens at ev e ry
general election wi th im p un i ty
and more so right un der the very
n o s es of the go v e rn m e n t. Th e
pa yma s te rs will go to any le ngth
to dis e n fr a n c h ise wom e n
a s pir a n ts and sim ila rly ca us e
ha v oc and chaos during th e
e lection ee ring pe riod. By now
the hea ds of the vario us securi ty
f orces sh o uld have recorded and

m on i tored the ge n der ba s ed
viole n ce that ta kes pla ce at ea c h
e lection and come up wi th a
s y s tem of addres s ing it. As th is
has not been done and is on ly
given curs ory atte n tion when
w omen lobb yis ts visit th e
a u th ori ties to com pla in, it
a p pea rs that the go v e rnment ha s
fa iled to pro tect its citizens from
th ese ma r a uding hooliga n s. 

Citizens have often pointed an
accusing finger at the government
for its compromised stance. No
one else is responsible for security
but the government itsel f, and this
responsibility must extend to both
women and men and all the way
into the campaign period, during

and after the election. There is no
else to point accusing fingers at by
the government, namely the
police, including administration
police and the provincial
administration. Once citizens
report these incidences of violence,
only the police, including
administration police and the
provincial administration can
investigate and arrest the
perpetrators of such heinous
crimes.

Now that the elections are over,
v o te rs still expect to see th e
pe rpetr a tors of election viole n ce
bro ught be f ore co urts of law and
pro s ecu ted. We de mand that th e
re levant auth ori ties in ea c h

villa ge, Wa rd and Con s ti tue n cy
ca rry out urgent and con c l us iv e
in v es tiga tions in to the atta c k s
to bring the cul pri ts to book.
Letting th ese hooligans get
away wi th th is or excuse it as
m in or elections eu ph oria
breeds im p un i ty and
gua r a n tees that at the next
general election s, even more
viole n ce is to be expected.
Acting ste rn ly now on th e
pe rpetr a tors of viole n ce in th e
2007 elections would
de m on s tr a te go v e rn m e n t’s
dec is ive com m i tment to w a rds
e n s uring the sa f ety of all
c i tizens by pro viding adequa te
s ecuri ty to all, and pa rticula rly
w omen poli tical aspir a n ts. A
ja il te rm would be a good
les s on to the hooligans tha t
when the dust settles, ea c h
pe rs on must ta ke res pon s ibili ty
f or his or her own action s. It
w o uld teach them to th in k
twice be f ore accep ting a
m ea ger pay to te rrorize th e ir
s is te rs at the next ge n e r a l
e lection s. 

Des pi te the un f ortuna te
in c ide n ts, women aspir a n ts
m ust not re lent on th e ir
poli tical aspir a tion s, as th is
will on ly enco ur a ge th e
pe rpetr a tors to emerge th e
win n e rs. In s tea d, all Ke n y a n s
and women in pa rticula r
m ust go back to the dr a wing
boa rd to des ign ca m pa igns to
lobby citizens to reject
viole n ce and to secure
com m i tm e n ts from re lev a n t
go v e rnment offic ia ls and
d u ty bea re rs on how th ey
plan to curb viole n ce aga in s t
w omen in all fu ture
e lection s. 

By Taita Taveta Community

By Amina Dekow and Nasir Diriye Wajir Human Rights Network

Women & children demonstrating against SGBV

A Com mun i t y  Human Rig h ts  In i t ia t ive  New s let te r

Hold Politicians 
Accounta ble for Violence
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V OT E R S’ & ELECT I O N CO R R U P T I O N

By Dr. M.A Swazuri  Kwale Human Rights Network

Vo ting is a human rig h t
f or ev e ry adul t. As is
the pr a ctice worldwide

d uring election yea rs, Ke n y a
like other co un tries, went in to
top gear to prepa re its peo ple
f or the im porta n t
con s ti tu tional un de rta k ing. A
lot of energies and res o urces
w e re expe n ded on the 2007
e lections and by the time th e
game was over, it was expected
that th e re would be win n e rs
and lo s e rs. The Elector a l
Com m is s ion of Kenya [E CK] is
c ha rged wi th the res pon s ibili ty
of orga n izing, prepa ring and
con d ucting general election s.
Th ese are held after ev e ry fiv e
y ea rs or whenever th e re is need
f or a Con s ti tue n cy by-e lection .
Owing to the in c rea s ed numbe r
of re gis te red vote rs and th e
n umber of wards, the ECK is
kept pe rma n e n tly bus y
th ro ughout the five yea rs. Key
a ctivi ties for prepa ring
e lections in c l ude th e
re gis tr a tion of pe rs ons to get
th e ir na tional ide n ti ty ca rds,
the re gis tr a tion of vote rs, and
ed uca ting the peo ple on how to
v o te and con d uct th e m s e lv es
d uring the election s. 

Elections mis deeds
The focus of th is artic le is on
com m on but serio us huma n
right viola tion in th e
prepa r a tions for th is yea r
e lection s. Th ese are;

• Slow pa ce at which th e
is s ua n ce of  ide n ti ty ca rds to
y o u ths is don e, which is a
pre requis i te for
pa rtic i pa ting in the voting

• Transfer and cha nge of
v o ting sta tions by re gis te red
v o te rs and

• The rampant buying of
v o te rs ca rds to dis fr a n c h is e
w o uld -be vote rs

Wh ile the Con s ti tu tion of
Kenya clea rly sta tes that ev e ry
Kenyan atta in ing the age of 18
sha ll be is s ued wi th an ide n ti ty
ca rd upon applica tion, office rs
from the depa rtment of
re gis trar of pe rs ons seem to
th ink oth e rwis e. The story of
Sa lim Moha m m ed Mw a m eja, a
24 yr old form four leaver from
Kikoneni in Kw a le Dis trict is a
sad but com m on occurre n ce in

Kw a le. Upon com pleting his
s tudies at Waa Boys’ High Sc h ool
in 2000, at the age of 17 yrs,
Sa lim applied for an ide n ti ty ca rd
in the follo wing yea r, 2001. At
firs t, he was advis ed to get th e
a p plica tion forms from his loca l
c h ie f, a few mete rs from his
h om e. Un f ortuna te ly, the form s
w e re not availa ble so he was
a dvis ed to travel to Msa mb w e n i,
the Dis trict Office r’s (D O’s)
office. He re he lea rnt that th e
a p plica tion forms had run out.
He was th e re f ore given tw o
o p tion s:- either to go back and
wait for them in Kikoneni where
th ey would be sent in a wee k’s
time or to go to the Dis trict
h ea dqua rte rs at Kw a le about 100
k ilom ete rs away. 

Sa lim opted to go back home and
wait beca use he did not have th e
fa re to ta ke him to Kw a le, abo u t
Ksh500/= ro und tri p. The form s
n ever appea red in Kikon e n i.
Sa lim kept  vis i ting the chie f
ev e ry week for th ree mon ths to
no avail. In the end, he was
f orced to beg for tr a n s port
m on ey to travel to Kw a le Dis trict
h ea dqua te rs. The queue tha t
greeted him at the re gis tr a tion
office was bey ond ama z e m e n t.
He was not alon e, at least tha t
con s oled him. On that da y, Sa lim
on ly ma na ged to get the form s

filled, and was told to go ba c k
h ome and wait for the next step.
He waited for six mon th s, and
th e re was noth ing. He dec ided to
return to Kw a le hea dqua rte rs
w h ich he did freque n tly for th e
next five yea rs. 

One day his chief ca lled to in f orm
Sa lim that his applica tion for an
ID was rejected beca use he was
not a ge n uine Kenyan. Not a
Kenyan! After five yea rs! Wh y
ha dn’t anyone told him th is
ea rlier? Does it ta ke five yea rs to
dis cover that one is not eligible
f or re gis tr a tion? And wha t
c ri te rion was us ed to dete rm in e
that he was not Kenyan? Giv e n
that his pa re n ts and great gr a n d
pa re n ts were all Kenyan. So wha t
was he to do? No pro pe r
direction was given, but upon
a p peal to the Dis trict Office r,
Msa mb w e n i, Sa lim was allo w ed
to apply on ce aga in. Th is tim e, he
was lucky for the ID ca rd was
is s ued to him after two yea rs
(from 2006 to August 2007). 

Un f ortuna te ly, for Sa lim, he
co uld not from his home re gis te r
as a voter and was advis ed by
E CK to travel another 100km to
Kw a le dis trict hea dqua rte rs to
s eek re gis tr a tion. Wh ile no fee is
c ha rged to re gis ter as a vote r, th e
Ksh 500 bus fa re that had to be

in curred by th is youth in order to
re gis ter is an un n eces sa ry
ob s ta c le to citizens’ pa rtic i pa tion
in the election s. Th e re is a need
to ensure that com pre h e n s iv e
go v e rnment services are
a cces s ible to the peo ple at
Loca tion, Divis ion and Dis trict
lev e l. Go v e rnment needs to
con s ider such ma tte rs when
pla n n ing its service de liv e ry, and
in pa rticular con s ider how muc h
time and mon ey is required for
the pe rs on in the furth est poin t
of a Divis ion or Dis trict to acces s
s e rvices that are on ly availa ble at
Dis trict lev e l. Based on the ofte n
quo ted sta tis tics that ma jori ty of
Kenyans live on an in come of
be low Ksh 65 (a dolla r) a da y,
go v e rnment sh o uld serio usly
con s ider ensuring es s e n tia l
s e rvices which are also huma n
rig h ts sa f e gua rded in th e
con s ti tu tion to be actua lly
rea c ha ble for the peo ple.  Th e
E CK and the Re gis trar of Pe rs on s
now have five yea rs to ensure
that th ey colla bor a te better and
ma ke th e m s e lv es availa ble to th e
peo ple at Loca tion lev e l,
co un trywide.

VOTER BUYING A
TOTAL MESS

The second case was ob s e rv ed in
Ma tuga Con s ti tue n cy of Kw a le

Dis trict, in two villa ges, Bombo
in Mgombeni loca tion and
Lunguna in Njong w a n i / golili
loca tion. In Bombo, Mea li
H a s san was the con ta ct pe rs on
f or a ce rta in poli tic ian who is
run n ing for the Likon i
pa rlia m e n ta ry sea t. A fema le
pa rty agent had orga n iz ed more
than 312 re gis te red vote rs in
her loca tion to transfer from
o ther sta tions in Ma tuga
con s ti tue n cy and to re gis ter in
s ta tions found in Likon i
con s ti tue n cy. In La ng w e, a ma le
a gent was the lea der of 186
re gis te red vote rs who were
l ured to sh ift to sta tions also to
Likon i. The two age n ts were
a cting for two diff e re n t
poli tic ians but bo th for th e
Likoni sea t.

The auth or took tro uble to
in v es tiga te th ese two peo ple
w h ich rev ea led that each vote r
was pa id Ksh. 50/= to tr a n s f e r
from Ma tuga to Likon i
con s ti tue n cy. For ev e ry vote r
who tr a n s f e rred, the broke rs
got Ksh50/= as a com m is s ion
or pa ym e n t. Furth e r, none of
the tr a n s f e rred vote rs had an
o p portun i ty to sit and ta lk or
n e go tia te wi th the aspir a n ts or
ca n dida tes for whom th ey were
a p pa re n tly tr a n s f e rring to vote
f or. Des pi te th is another Ksh
100 was pa id out to the broke rs
to pay the tr a n s f e rred vote rs to
in fl ue n ce at least two oth e r
v o te rs to tr a n s f e r. It is un c lea r
w h ether the mon ey actua lly
tric k led do wn to the tr a n s f e rred
v o te rs. What a bus in ess cha in !
All at a ma xim um of 50/=, for
be n e fi ts to be forf e i ted in th e
com ing five yea rs. 

B o th age n ts / broke rs argued
that th e ir two re m o te area s
w e re never vis i ted by th e
f ormer MPs and that no
dev e lo pment pro gram has ev e r
been im ple m e n ted in th e ir
h ome areas in the 2002 – 2007
te rm. The peo ple felt like a
f orgo tten lot – le ft to fend for
th e m s e lv es the best way th ey
can in an area where
in fr a s tructure and all forms of
s e rvice de liver are poor. As
th ey are bo th old enough to
have wi tn es s ed more than on e
e lection, th ey argued that th ey

The Misadventures Elections in South Coast Kenya
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did not rea lly see the value of
e lected lea de rs or an election
f or that ma tte r, beca use th ings
have re ma in ed the same or
become wors e, des pi te th e
peo ple pa rtic i pa ting
e n th us ia s tica lly ev e ry five yea rs,
re ga rdless of who is elected or
how con vin c ing th e ir pre-
e lection pledges are. For tha t
rea s on, th ey saw no ha rm in
ma k ing some mon ey out of th e
proces s, as for them it see m ed
the on ly ga in one co uld extr a ct
from an election.  Som e
econ om ic empo w e rment is
vis ible at least in the fema le
a ge n t. In fu ture, it may be
us e ful to adv a n ce th is
in v es tiga tion by res ea rc h ing on
w h ether or not the huge
a m o un ts of mon ey that are
s pent in pre-e lection
corru p tion actua lly res ult in
econ om ic empo w e rm e n t, and if
s o, for whom as well as wheth e r
th e re are any diff e re n ces in th e
way ma le and fema le poli tica l
‘broke rs’ un de rs tand th e ir
‘broke r’ role and use it to
be n e fit th e m s e lv es. 

AGENTS OF
POLITICIANS, A
WORRYING FACTOR

The th ird and last case is on e
in v olving age n ts of poli tic ia n s
who were run n ing for Ma tuga ,
Msa mb w e n i, and Likon i
Pa rlia m e n ta ry sea ts. In Likon i,
a ge n ts who were th e m s e lv es
re gis te red vote rs, form ed th e
team of ca sh oiled ca m pa ign e rs

who bo ught  out re gis te red
v o ting ca rds from riv a l
s u p porte rs or from re gis te red
v o te rs found in the rival strong
h old. The fee for that was a pa l try
Ksh 80/= for the sold ca rds.
In divid ual age n ts poc keted Ksh
20/= for ev e ry vote bo ught th e n
con fis ca ted or des tro y ed. Th e
p urpose of th is was to stop suc h
peo ple form voting for the riv a l
ca n dida tes and ma ke it easy for
the ca n dida te that emplo y ed ea c h
ca n dida te to win. It is es tima ted
that over 500 vote rs had bee n
bo ug h t. Ma tuga and Msa mb w e n i
wi tn es s ed sim ilar purc ha s es of
v o te rs ca rds. All the age n ts
ma in ta in that the ma in rea s on
th ey are hired is to wea ken th e ir
e m plo y e r’s riv a ls. The age n ts
w e re pro ud to boast that th is is a
job that th ey have been in v olv ed
in for more than one election .
Wh ether that str a tegy succeeds
or not is un c lea r. The is s ue here
is – what is the mind frame of
the vote rs who sell th e ir votes? It
is sa id that many of them, ha ving
a ccep ted that it is on e’s
con n ections and not merit or
de m oc r a cy that gets one ahea d,
s e ll the ca rds in the hope tha t
th ey can la ter use the sa le to
de mand fa v ors such as jobs from
the age n ts who, sh o uld th e ir
ca n dida tes go th ro ugh will hold
the serving spoon that dish es out
fa v ors such as job s, loa n s, te n de rs
etc. It would be us e ful o serio usly
res ea rch on evide n ce of suc h
prom is es be ing fulfilled. 

It is in te res ting that the age n ts
ma in job des c ri p tion is not to

boost th e ir emplo y e rs by
e x tolling th e ir virtues or any
o ther po s i tive str a te g y. It would
be in te res ting to res ea rch furth e r
on why nega tive ca m pa ign ing
s eems to work better or is more
re lied upon than po s i tiv e
ca m pa ign ing. For som eon e
in te res ted in mobilizing th e
com m un i ty for any dev e lo pm e n t
pro ject, it would be us e ful to fin d
out what is the appeal of th es e
pa rty age n ts? Why do th ey have a
f ollo wing des pi te th e ir clear la c k
of com m i tment to any on e
ca n dida te or ideolo g y ?

Co uld it be that th ese are th e
peo ple who un de rs tand best tha t
poli tical pa rty ma n if es tos are not
w orth any more than the pa pe r
th ey are wri tten on. The pa rty
a ge n ts seem to un de rs tand tha t
e lections are a race for th e
con trol of res o urces, for th e
power to enrich on es e lf, which is
proba bly why th ey do not waste
th e ir time ca m pa ign ing on th e
ba s is of what a ‘good’ ca n dida te
will do for the peo ple, ma y be
beca us e, th ey know that on ce
e lected, un less the peo ple in s is t
that an MP or co un c ilor
priori tiz es the peo ple’s age n da ,
the poli tic ian will sim ply be going
th e re for her/his pe rs onal ga in. It
is like ly that the peo ple who sell
th e ir votes lose out twice – firs t
by giving up th e ir opportun i ty to
v o te for som eone th ey are
con vin ced can bring cha nge, and
s econ dly, beca use it is like ly tha t
th ey spend a lot of time after th e
e lections follo wing the age n ts and

MPs or co un c ilors to cla im th e ir
rew a rds (job s, te n de rs etc), whic h
un f ortuna te ly, the age n ts and
lea de rs often in tend to alloca te to
th e m s e lv es. 

WHAT HAS 
K-HURINET DONE?

The Kw a le Human Rig h ts
Netw ork was form ed in Octobe r
2006. Sin ce that tim e, th e
n etw ork has been in v olv ed in
many activi ties work ing in
pa rtn e rship wi th the Ke n y a
Human rig h ts com m is s ion
(K H RC) and other pa rtn e r
orga n iz a tion s. Wi th re lev a n ce to
the viola tions des c ribed abo v e
K H R N ET;

• Vis i ted the ID re gis tr a tion
ce n te rs form loca tion level to
the dis trict hea dqua rte rs

• Met wi th the con ce rn ed
offic ia ls and in s is ted on th e
im porta n ce and neces s i ty of
them fa c ili ta ting youths to
get IDs

• Se n s i tiz ed the youths on
de ma n ding th e ir rig h ts to
re gis tr a tion

• En co ur a ged the youths to
con tin ue to seek for
re gis tr a tion even if it ta kes
v e ry long

• He ld aware n ess ses s ions wi th
a ff ected com m un i ties on th e
da nge rs of the  ma l pr a ctices
th ey were in v olv ed in

• Reported some of the ca s es
to the local offic ia ls of ECK

T he challenge s ;

• Th ese are many and varied,
each aff ecting a pa rticula r
is s ue wi th diff e re n t
ma gn i tudes. Ho w ev e r, th ey
a ll rev olve aro un d :

• Ign or a n ce on the peo ples
rig h ts to be re gis te red and
to vote

• Lack of forums to addres s
the general public on ba s ic
h uman rig h ts

An im o s i ty, hostili ty from a
s ection of go v e rnment offic ia ls
at the loca l, dis trict lev e l, and
e lected poli tical lea de rs. Som e
th o ught the netw ork is sim ply
out to spoil for them, while
o th e rs be liev ed netw ork
m e mbe rs were work ing for
th e ir riv a ls

Dis ta n ce to some areas are so
long that  ma k ing con ta ct wi th
the peo ple is not ea s y

The accum ula ted knowledge
a m ongst some of the netw ork
m e mbe rs needs to be
con s ta n tly upda ted yet th e re
a re few res o urces to eff ect th is.

Th e re is li ttle colla bor a tion and
s u p port form other civil soc iety
groups work ing in the aff ected
a rea s

Clashes and Insecurity:
A Corruption Strategy at Every Genera l Election

In Marakwet District,
people live in villages;
and in these villages

we have a number of
clans. Clans are based on
the origin of certain
people, for example clans
such as Teriki, Kimoi,
Kobilo among other clans.
The various clans have
their different ways of
living. For example in case
of circumcision; we can
see that there are certain

clans that circumcise their
boys and girls up to date.
As the 2007 elections
approached, I noted that
boys were being circumcised
but one would rarely hear of
girls going through this
particular rite of passage.

K ANU, the poli tical pa rty tha t
ruled Kenya for almost 40 yea rs
pe rpetr a ted eth n ic anim o s i ties
a m ong the peo ple of Ma r a k w et
and Baringo. The go v e rnment ha s
f or a long time fa iled in its key

role, which is to pro tect the liv es
and pro pe rty of the peo ple of
Ma r a k w et, Baringo, Turka na and
Sa mb uru and other sev e r a l
com m un i ties living in the north
rift re gion of Kenya. The peo ple
of Ma r a k w et, Baringo and
Turka na norma lly live in grea t
f ear during the election tim es.
S in ce 1997, the res ide n ts of th e
Ma r a k w et and Baringo have bee n
s uff e ring. Th ey won der what will
ha p pen to th e ir liv es as ev e ry
e lection approa c h es.  In 1992
Ma r a k w et lost several liv es to
ga ngs te rs in the name of ca ttle-

rus tling. In 1997 same th ing
ha p pe n ed. In the 2002 in n oce n t
liv es and were also lo s t. Cla sh es
in the area betw een th e
n e ig hboring com m un i ties i.e.
Pokot and Ma r a k w et, ha v e
res ul ted in many ca s es of
k illings all th ro ugh the 2002 to
2007 te rm. As the 2007
e lections drew nea re r, th e
k illings had red uced to th e
point of ha ving pea ce ful
ca m pa ign s. Ho w ev e r, it was
reported that a fa m o us
b us in es s man, Ja cob Ch um e l
was killed at his home nea r

By Benjamin Kalitem and Tegla Jepchumba North Rift Human Rights Network

The trend is that bandits /

cattle rustlers graduate into

corrupt warmongers and

later become leaders in the

area. They greatly

contribute to this poor

state of the peace because

they benefit from it. 

p



15

MI ZI ZI  YA HAK I L et  the Peo p le  Spea k

Arror tr a ding ce n te r. It was
a lso reported in the mon th of
October 2007, morans from
one of the eth n ic groups in he
a rea were prepa ring to atta c k
and rob th e ir collea gues in
Ke rio valley. Th is corru p t
a ctivi ty in the name of ca ttle-
rus tling has le ft the re gion to
lag be h ind in dev e lo pm e n t
a ctivi ties. 

The trend is that ba n di ts /
ca ttle rus tle rs gr a d ua te in to
corrupt warm onge rs and la te r
become lea de rs in the area .
Th ey grea tly con trib u te to th is
poor sta te of the pea ce beca us e
th ey be n e fit from it. Mo s t
Poli tic ians in the North RIFT
re gion, which in c l udes th e
dis tricts of wes t-Poko t,
Ma r a k w et and Turka na, ha v e
been rea ping from fig h ting of
the peo ple. Th ey have done th is
f or over ten yea rs now by
in c i ting the youth and th e n
m islea ding the elde rs to bles s
ca ttle rus tle rs to go for raids.
Many com m un i ties
tr a di tiona lly be liev ed tha t
e lde rs were wise peo ple of
in te gri ty who weig h ed th e
rea s on s, risks and be n e fi ts of
any action be f ore th ey co uld
a dvise that the young mor a n s
ta ke such an action. Often in
the olden da y s, mis s ions bles s ed
by elde rs would th e re f ore be
s ucces s ful and often jus tifia ble.
Today howev e r, some lea de rs
have abus ed th is tr a di tion and
rep u ta tion of elde rs by
m islea ding them in to bles s ing
a ctions which be n e fit th e
in divid ual and not th e
com m un i ty. The res ult is tha t
the young morans go on such a
m is s ion wi th a clean con s c ie n ce
be lieving that th ey are fig h ting
f or the rig h ts of the whole
com m un i ty while in actual fa ct
the on ly one who be n e fi ts is
the war monger who in c i ted
the viole n ce in the first pla ce. 

On ce such a pe rs on’s ob jectiv e
of getting in to pa rliament is
a c h iev ed, s/he does not
re m e mber to sha re the be n e fi ts
wi th the elde rs or the mor a n s.
If th e re was any sha ring of suc h
w ea l th, the po v e rty lev e ls in th e
a rea would by now ha v e
im pro v ed, but on the con tr a ry,
the peo ple con tin ue to get
poorer des pi te the exis te n ce of
CDF and other fun ds that were
s u p po s ed to build
in fr a s tructure in the area so
that tr a de and dev e lo pm e n t
co uld th riv e.  Such lea de rs afte r
us ing the youth to get sea ts in

pa rlia m e n t, on ly return to th e m
five yea rs la ter to mislead th e m
a ga in that the enemy to
dev e lo pment is the oth e r
com m un i ty, not his or her poor
ma na gement of public fun ds or
the MP’s fa il ure to speak abo u t
the peo ple’s problems in
pa rlia m e n t. MPs that are guil ty of
th is can be found on bo th th e
o p po s i tion and the go v e rn m e n t
s ide. Both sides have us ed
poli tical cla sh es to out do th e ir
o p pon e n ts by sile n c ing them and
is s uing th rea ts to the oppon e n ts.

Such con flicts, which occur afte r
ev e ry election have been th e
ca use of the poor dev e lo pm e n t
record in Mt. Elgon, Wes t-Poko t,
Ma r a k w et, Sa mb uru and Baringo,
as ev e ry 2-5 yea rs peo ple are
in jured, le ft hom e les s, dis pla ced
and forced to live in fea r.
Poli tic ians es pec ia lly th o s e
n urtured in the KANU re gim e
saw cla sh es as bus in es s
o p portun i ties. Some ma de th e ir
o wn way to pa rliament by
s u p plying the youth wi th bullets
and guns in the name of
de f e n ding th e ir com m un i ties. It
was sa id that the senior
poli tic ians and some go v e rn m e n t
offic ia ls where hiring youth and
ga ngs to raid villa ges and bring
the ca ttle for sa le. Before th e
a dvent of CDF, th is was the way
that poli tic ians rais ed mon ey for

ca m pa ign s. All th ese con flicts are
ca us ed by corru p tion, peo ple who
use public res o urces be it fun ds
or land to enrich th e m s e lv es th e n
in c i te peo ple on eth n ic lin es in
the hope to div e rt atte n tion from
th e ir corrupt and ille gal acts at
least un til th ey have been voted
in. On ce th ey are in pa rlia m e n t,
th ey can now go and say ‘pole’ to
those aff ected. 

F or the poor membe rs of th e
com m un i ty who are not aware
that cla sh es are suppo s ed to be
f or poli tical ga in, not pe rma n e n t,
on ce the seed of ha tred is
pla n ted, in divid ua ls in diff e re n t
eth n ic groups sta rt work ing to
o u tdo the oth e r. Th is is the sta te
of the current Kenya.  Th e re f ore
as the 2007 general election s
a p proa c h ed,  the co un try was
a lrea dy divided by poli tic ians in to
eth n ic kingdoms - for example in
Rift valley you find Ka le n jin ,
Wes te rn you find Luhya and
o ther sma ll tribes re la ted to it,
Nyanza you meet the Luo and th e
Kis ii. Th ese eth n ic kingdom s
im pa ct nega tiv e ly on th e
dev e lo pment of the co un try
Kenya. 

Bus in ess cannot grow un les s
peo ple from diff e rent areas and
eth n ic groups tr a v e l, mix free ly
and excha nge liv es tock prod ucts
in one area wi th what is gro wn in
a n o ther area. 

That is how villa ge sh o p ping
ce n tres grow in to to wns and la te r
c i ties. Ma jor to wns are th e re f ore
occu pied by a number of tribes –
m o s tly tr a de rs who have settled
in the area.  Ho w ev e r, it is sad to
s ee that even in th ese ma jor
to wns which by now sh o uld ha v e
dev e lo ped in to cities; th e re is still
a great divide on eth n ic lin es.
Th is divis ion is so pron o un ced
that it appea rs to be in peo ple’s
bone ma rrows alth o ugh actua lly
c rea ted in peo ple’s min ds by
poli tic ia n s. For example, as ea rly
as 1992, signs of what rece n tly
ha p pe n ed were vis ible when
tr a de rs in Ka pe nguria to wn were
c ha s ed away on the pretext tha t
th ey do not support other eth n ic
groups poli tica lly. 

H a tred or mis trust of oth e r
com m un i ties is not som eth ing
one is born wi th. Peo ple lea rn
to ha te, children are ta ug h t
from an ea rly age not trus t
th e ir frie n ds from other eth n ic
gro u p s. Th ey are also ta ug h t
bad jokes and other lies bo u t
the other eth n ic groups so tha t
by the time th ey are adul ts,
th ey almost be lieve that th e
ha tred was crea ted or
sa n ction ed by God and not
ma n-ma de. Peo ple must ha v e
the right to lif e. No one has th e
right to ta ke away the life of
a n o ther but God. Peo ple sh o uld
a lso have freedom of
m o v e m e n t, where peo ple move
from one tr a ding ce n ter to
a n o ther to ide n tify bus in es s
o p portun i ties. 

S O L U T I O N T O
BA N D IT RY: 

The com m un i ties living in th e
re gion have been strug g ling to
live in pea ce. Human rig h ts
a ctivis ts in the re gion ha v e
done a lot of work whic h
curbed the des truction by th e
ba n di try. When com pa red to
the last four yea rs and ba c k
when the ba n di ts rea lly crea ted
a lot of te n s ion in Ke rio Va lley,
one can see that a grea t
tr a n s f orma tion had bee n
ob s e rv ed be f ore the 2007
e lection s. During the ca m pa ign
pe riod peo ple were free to
move in ev e ry pa rt of th e
v a lley.  Al th o ugh by Dece mbe r
2007 elections th e re were still a
f ew ca s es of ca ttle rus tling, in
the last few yea rs, the ca s es of
k illing in la rge numbe rs ha d
been red uced by the tig h t
s ecuri ty in the area. It is sa d
that th e re can on ly be pea ce in
the area if th e re is hea vy police
pres e n ce. 

Wi th the election s, which als o
required hea vy securi ty at
polling sta tion s, some of th e
ba n di ts in the area who ha d
been forced to stop th e ir
ba n di try by hea vy police
pres e n ce must have seen a
c ha n ce to go back to th e ir old
ways of stea ling other peo ple’s
pro pe rty in the name of eth n ic
ha tred. Bee fing up securi ty in
the area is good, but th e re is
s till a need for human rig h ts
a ctivis ts, churc h es and oth e r
lea de rs to enco ur a ge peo ple to
con tin ue ta lk ing so that ma n y
m ore peo ple un de rs tand th e
s o urce of such ha tred. Th is way

Politicians especially those

nurtured in the KANU

regime saw clashes as

business opportunities.

Some made their own way

to parliament by supplying

the youth with bullets and

guns in the name of

defending their

communities.

³ Cont i nued to page 27

Caption
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Corru p tion has been a ce n tr a l
fa ctor in sha ping poli tics of th is
co un try. Th is was evide n t
d uring the 2007 ge n e r a l
e lection where vote rs were
bribed to vote for ce rta in
ca n dida tes. 

The na ture of such corru p t
pr a ctices depe n ded on wheth e r
the ca n dida te aspiring us ed
h un dreds of th o usa n ds of
sh illings to sway vote rs to
h is/her side. On num e ro us
occa s ion s, vote rs are given ca sh
ha n do u ts, food, clo th es, ca rs,
h o us es and even plo ts. Most of
those who lure vote rs th ro ug h
corrupt pr a ctices do not qua lify
to ma ke good lea de rs. Lea de rs
in Coast Pro vin ce such as th e
ca n dida te for Kisa un i
Con s ti tue n cy Hassan Ali Joh o
on 7/10/07 gave res ide n ts of
B ombo villa ge in Kie mbeni a

con di tion: that th ey prod uce th e ir
ide n ti ty ca rds and voter ca rd for
them to get a token. A sim ila r
in c ident was wi tn es s ed in La m u
on 21/10/2007 where the area
MP Hon Fa ih Tw a ha off e red
v o te rs lunch, lessos and soft
drinks at Lamu Gin n e ries
com po un d.

During the Idd Baraza on
13/10/2007 at the Momba sa
Mun ic i pal Co un c il gro und His
Ex ce lle n cy, the Pres ident Hon .
Mwai Kibaki cro wn ed it all by
giving the Momba sa Muslims a
present ‘k i tu kido go’ that in c l uded
m on ey, lessos and buib ui in orde r
to win th e ir support. Clea rly,
th e re is need to ensure tha t
th ings are done digff e re n tly at
the next general election s. It is
the work we do now 2008 – 2012,
the will dete rm ine whether or not
the lev e ls of corru p tion will ha v e
dec lin ed by the next election. As much as we com pla in of bad lea de rs

and how th ey are im po v e rish ing our
co un try, the ma in cul pri ts are th e

e lector a te.  Th is is beca use it is we, the elector a te who
de mand ha n do u ts and fa v ors from poli tic ians to vote
f or them. Th is ma kes the elected lea de rs th ink tha t

For a long tim e, Ke n y a n s
w e re crying of a co un try,
run do wn by dubio us

b us in ess dea ls by the retired
Pres ident Da n iel Toroi tic h
Arap Moi and Ka m lesh Pa tn i, a
Kenyan of As ian origin. La s t
y ear as elections drew nea r,
Ma r a k w et East Con s ti tue n cy
rece iv ed an un e x pected gues t.
On Sun day October 2007, th e
b us in ess ty coon, Ka m lesh
Pa ttni vis i ted Tot Africa n
In land Ch urch to lead a
ha r a mbee follo wing an
in vi ta tion by the area Me mbe r
of Pa rliament (MP) Linah Jebii
Kilim o. The M.P. in vi ted th e
K ENDA cha irman to come and
a s s ist the Ke rio Va lley Dis trict
Ch urch Co un c il raise mon ey
f or the dev e lo pment of th e
c h urch at Tot AIC church.  

The guest Pa ul Ka m lesh Pa tn i
a rriv ed at the church and he
was rece iv ed wi th muc h

jubila tion. The church was grea tly
happy wi th the pres e n ts of Pa ul
Ka m lesh Pa tni who con f es s ed
that he is now a great Ch ris tia n ,
to the surprise of ma n y, in th e
c h urch. As it was his first time to
come to the Tot church and
Ma r a k w et, Pa ttni gave a dona tion
of Ksh. 250,000/= to w a rds th e
con s truction of the church. He
a lso prom is ed the church a
v e h ic le. La ter that wee k, th e
c h urch rece iv ed a land cruis e r
v e h ic le re gis tr a tion number KAE
9 2 1 W. He also prom is ed to
e m ploy over 2,000 youth and ga v e
w omen present at the churc h
that day lessos (Ka nga s). He als o
sa id that he would bring an
in v es tor who will con s truct a
fa ctory at Tot for it to proces s
a gricul tural prod uce from th e
Ke rio Va lley. It went un n o ticed
that it may be more prudent and
e m po w e ring for the peo ple of
Ma r a k w et to mobilize and pool
th e ir res o urces to form a

back bringing wi th him a lorry
load of soda and loa v es of brea d
f or the pa rtic i pa n ts. Ha also ga v e
Ksh 700,000 to be us ed to re fun d
the tr a n s port co s ts for peo ple
from the 14 loca tions for
a tte n ding the la unch of th e
K ENDA Pa rty in Ma rk w et.
F ollo wing the la unch, th e
K ENDA Pa rty also fie lded a
n umber of civic ca n dida tes in th e
2007 election s, whom Pa ul
Ka m lesh Pa ttni prom is ed to fun d
to the level bes t.

Now is th is great ge n e ro s i ty to
the peo ple of Ma r a k w et or is it
poli tical corru p tion - bribing to
the vote rs of Ma r a k w et East?
Clea rly, the previo us accusa tion s
of corru p tion ma de aga inst Pa ttn i
ma ke it easy for one to la bel th is
m ore as corru p tion than as
ge n e ro s i ty. Ho w ev e r, one mus t
a lso admit that the ques tion
re ma in s, “If Pa ttni is sa id to be
corrupt for th is ‘ge n e ro s i ty’ to th e

coo pe r a tive that would sta rt
s ma ll but fina lly build a huge
fa rm e rs own ed fa ctory in the area
in s tead of waiting for an in v es tor
to build the fa ctory. Fina lly,
Pa ttni appea led to Ma r a k w et East
con s ti tue n ts to con vin ce Hon .
Linah Jebii Kilimo to join his
pa rty so that th ey can work
to gether assist the peo ple of
Ma r a k w et.

One week la te r, Pa tni came ba c k
to Ka p y e go, prima ry for a
H a r a mbee and in his dona tion s
he was accom pa n ied by his vice
c ha irpe rs on in KENDA pa rty
Mrs. Muc h iri. Pa ttni dona ted Ksh
200,000/=, 600 swea te rs, and 105
ba gs of cement and prom is ed to
ed uca te about four children from
poor fa m ilies. In his speech as he
was lea ving, Pa ul Ka m lesh Pa ttn i
sa id he would be back to la un c h
h is pa rty in Ma r a k w et. He ha s
a ctua lly fulfilled th is last prom is e
too beca us e, in no time he was

v o te rs, what can be sa id of th e
s c h ools and churc h es tha t
a ccep ted the gift / bribe and of
the in divid ua ls who drunk th e
s oda s, ate the loa v es of brea d
and accep ted the tr a n s port
‘re fun ds’ ma de for atte n ding
the la unch? How about th o s e
who in vi ted him in the firs t
pla ce to ‘in v es t’ his mon ey in
Ma r a k w et th ro ugh school and
c h urch pro jects just be f ore th e
2007 elections?  

It will be in te res ting to see how
the KENDA pa rty ta kes roo t,
grows and dev e lops in
Ma rk w et, and how it will
pe rf orm betw een 2008 and
2012, and fina lly, how it
pe rf orms in the next ge n e r a l
e lection s. Is th is how a poli tica l
pa rty, its ideology and pa rty
ma n if es to and membe rship are
dev e lo ped ? p

p

By William Kipkosgei, Tot, Marakwet

Has Kenda Party Rooted In Mara kwet East
Or Was It Just Election Bribery?

By Athman Ali & Steve Muli – Mombasa HURINET, Esha Hamid
Mohamed – Lamu HURINET, Isabella Wakio & Margaret Kambu

TT HURINET

Kitu Kidogo for Muslims 

A section of the road between Garissa and Wajir in the Dujis Constituency
The Northern Kenya region has been marginalized since independence with regards to

the upgrading of the roads network. 

Corruption the Mainstay 
of Bad Leadership

By Isiolo Human Rights Network
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th ey bo ught th e ir way to po w e r
and th e re f ore th ey have no
res pon s ibili ty to th e ir
con s ti tue n ts.  In s tea d, th ey
greedily enga ge in corrupt dea ls
so as recover the mon ey th ey
us ed during election ee ring and
a mass more wea l th to use in
s ub s equent election s. It is us
w h o, th ro ugh our greed,
ign or a n ce or po v e rty who ma ke
“m on s te rs” out of poli tic ia n s. 

Wi th the elections now over
the ques tions we must ask
o urs e lv es is: Can we now th in k
bey ond the next mea; the next
bribe?  Th e re is a grea t
po s s ibili ty that poli tic ians will
now try to use the nine fun ds
now dece n tr a liz ed in to th e
con s ti tue n c ies and wards as
rew a rds to those who will cla im

CORRUPTION ON LAND
CREATING ETHNIC TENSIONS

to have voted for them at the jus t
con c l uded election s. As 2012
draws nea re r, the dece n tr a liz ed
fun ds ould ea s ily be con v e rted
in to ha n do u ts to bribe ce rta in
in divid ua ls or groups in to
s u p porting a re-e lection .
Th in k ing bey ond the next mea l
or bribe would mean that citiz e n s
have to firm ly in s ist that th e
m eth od us ed to dete rm ine how
a ll the dece n tr a liz ed fun ds are
us ed is tr a n s pa re n t. Com m i ttee
m e mbe rs for all the nin e
dece n tr a liz ed fun ds must be
ide n tified ba s ed on merit and in
broad da y lig h t. We the peo ple of
Is iolo must th ink about wha t
polic ies are going to be la id do wn
to go v e rn each of the fun d
com m i ttees for the next fiv e
y ea rs, so that ev e ry one and
pa rticula rly the vuln e r a ble

be n e fi t. We pla ced th es e
poli tic ians in po s i tions of
res pon s ibili ty, for vario us rea s on s
– some for the bribes th ey ga v e
us, some beca use we be liev ed
that we can ‘eat ‘th e ir mon ey and
s till be able to hold th e m
a cco un ta ble, oth e rs beca use we
ge n uin e ly be liev ed that th ey ha d
the in te gri ty and qua lifica tions to

ma na ge each of the nin e
dece n tr a liz ed fun ds for th e
be n e fit of the com m un i ty. 

W all know what bad lea de rsh i p
has cost us in te rms of
dev e lo pm e n t, soc ia lly and
econ om ica lly. Th e re are no
pro per roa ds com m un ica tion ,
in fr a s tructure; the hea l th sector
is bleeding; child morta li ty rate
and the ed uca tion sector are in
bad sha pe etc. On the soc ia l
fron t, th e re is moral deca y.  Th e
same lea de rs we have elected,
beca use th ey have a lot of mon ey
have des tro y ed our fa m ilies
beca use as po v e rty ris es,
h us ba n ds and wiv es qua rrel over
who is to pro vide what and how
to sha re the very li ttle that is
a v a ila ble; such qua rre ls and
viole n ce have des tro y ed fa m ilies,

c h ildren have been forced to
fend for th e m s e lv es in to wn s,
we are ma rrying off our
c h ildren ea rly to equa lly
s trug g ling fa m ilies just to
red uce the number of mouth s
to feed, and pro s ti tu tion is
h ig h .

It is time we cha nge our
a tti tudes, and the way that we
e nga ge wi th or re la te to our
lea de rs. It is time to get more
in te res ted and in v olv ed in wha t
the CDF, LATF and oth e r
dece n tr a liz ed fun ds are us ed
f or in your com m un i ty. It is
time to attend public meetings,
h old lea de rs acco un ta ble and
in f orm the co urse that th e
dev e lo pment of our area ta kes.
Th e re must be a pa r a digm sh ift
f or po s te ri ty.

Who Is A Squatter? Corruption and Politics in Land Disputes in Cherang’any and Embobut.
By Willy Lokichar, Cherangany and Stephen Cheboi-North Rift Human Rights Network

The government may at
times assign a piece of
land to people who have
none to support
themselves and mostly to
people who are regarded
as squatters in the
country. The Ministry of
Lands, through its
Commissioner has the
power to address the
plight of the people in
this way.

Prior to the 2002 ge n e r a l
e lection s, the go v e rn m e n t
dec ided to alloca te a piece of
land in the ADC Fa rm in
Tr a n s-Nz oia to som e
com m un i ties. Those that were
to be n e fit from the land are th e
poor and la n dless from th e
Ma r a k w et, Turka na, and
Tugen com m un i ties, in c l uding
those living along Ke rio Va lley
who had lost th e ir pro pe rty
th ro ugh ba n di try and ca ttle
–rus tling and whose fa m ilies
pe rish ed as ca ttle rus tle rs
robbed them. Wh ile th e
rea s ons for alloca ting the la n d

w e re very ge n uin e, the tim ing of
the alloca tions just be f ore th e
general elections rais es ques tion s
on the motiv es. The land was
a bout 3,000 acres, and ea c h
pe rs on was to get at least 5 acres.

Un f ortuna te ly, those in senior
po s i tions by then took adv a n ta ge
of the situa tion and divided th e
land among th e m s e lv es. Some of
the big na m es that som e h o w
ma na ged to get th is land in c l ude
the MP for Ma r a k w et East, Jebii
Kilim o, the new new MP for
Ma r a k w et West Boaz Ka in o,
f ormer MPs Fredrick Kisa ng
Ch es e re k, John Ki p too Ma rim oi
Linah Jebii Kilimo Dr. Wils on
Ki pkore Ka bia s, Da vid Sudi and
s everal senior offic ia ls. Each go t
betw een 10 - 70 acres, which ha d
it been pro pe rly sha red out
betw een squa tte rs would ha v e
s olv ed the land problem in th e
a rea. Even lea de rs from th e
re gion and the neig hboring
dis tricts came in and divided th e
land among th e m s e lv es. As th es e
peo ple alrea dy have land to liv e
on and even extra, the ma in

rea s on th ey took the land was so
that th ey co uld sub divide it and
s e ll it la ter for profi t. In addi tion ,
s uch lea de rs want to sell off suc h
corru p tly acquired land quic k ly,
so that on ce it has all bee n
bo ught off, th ey can join ha n ds
wi th the squa tte rs that sh o uld
have been given the land for free
to con demn those who bo ug h t
the land as corru p t, while th e
lea de rs pretend not to have ha d
any pa rt to play in de n ying th e
s qua tte rs th e ir la n d. 

The land ended up be n e fi ting th e
rich con tr a ry to the in i tial plan to
a lloca te the land to the poor and
la n dless who had just suff e red th e
e ff ects of ca ttle rus tling and oth e r
f orms of poli tical ba n di try. Th e
o p portun is ts ide n tified the bes t
portions of the land and alloca ted
it to th e m s e lv es. The lea de rs ha v e
s in ce then been ha r a s s ing th e
res ide n ts if th ey try to ques tion
the ca s e. When the aff ected
peo ple have tried to ask about th e
ma tte r, th ey are often sile n ced
wi th the reb uke “If you don’t
want to set tle, you will be taken

back to where you come from –
‘your homeland’. Th ese th rea ts of
return ing peo ple to th e ir
‘h om e la n ds’ were th e re long
be f ore the just con c l uded ge n e r a l
e lection s, as th ey da te back to
2002 and even be f ore tha t. 

A few of the poor, la n dles s
s qua tte rs in i tia lly ide n tified to be
a lloca ted land did end up wi th
v e ry sma ll pieces of la n d. Ev e n
w h e re some ge n uine squa tte rs go t
la n d, the lea de rs ensured that th e
poor were push ed to the les s
fa v or a ble pa rts of the la n d. As
s uch, the very noble plan to help
the poor become self re liant was
h i ja c ked by corru p tion, wi th th e
res ult that ma jori ty of th o s e
whose needs were to be
a ddres s ed th ro ugh hiving of th is
land from the forest to alloca te it
to the poor, was not achiev ed.

Th is has now become a tre n d.
Most of the corrupt lea de rs
in v olv ed in th is ensure that th e
ti tle deed th ey get when gr a bbing
s qua tte rs’ land is not in th e ir
name but that of a com pany or a

less prom inent member of
th e ir fa m ily. Th is way, even as
th ey sell off the la n d, peo ple
cannot assoc ia te them wi th th e
gr a bbing. Un f ortuna te ly, th e
s qua tte rs who sh o uld ha v e
been given th is land for free do
not have mon ey to buy it from
the corrupt lea de rs who want
to ma ke huge profi ts. In any
ca s e, the real squa tte rs assum e
that sin ce go v e rnment alrea dy
took th e ir na m es for
a lloca tion, th ey sh o uld jus t
wait and will ev e n tua lly be
given la n d, on ly to find all th e
land has been sold off. Th e
peo ple who buy th is land are
s trug g ling citizens who com e
from pla ces where th e re is
pres s ure for la n d, and use up
th e ir lif etime sa vings to buy a
piece of land where th ey ca n
fina lly settle th e ir fa m ilies.
Often, th ey do not know tha t
s uch land is dis p u ted or not
in te n ded for sa le sin ce it ha s
pro per transfer docum e n ts,
proces s ed by the lea de rs in
coh orts wi th the equa lly
corrupt go v e rnment office rs at

Thinking beyond the next

meal or bribe would

mean that citizens have

to firmly insist that the

method used to

determine how all the

decentralized funds are

used is transparent
p
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the Min is try of La n ds and th e
Mun ic i pal Co un c il and is
s om etim es even adv e rtis ed in
the new s pa pe rs and on radio s. 

The on ly res ult that one ca n
e x pect from th is is that th e
s qua tte rs who were de n ied th e
land will be angry. But in s tea d
of directing th e ir anger at th e
corrupt lea de rs and go v e rn m e n t
offic ia ls who gr a bbed and sold
the la n d, th is anger will be
directed at those who bo ug h t
and are now living on the la n d.
If th ey ha p pen to be from
a n o ther eth n ic gro u p, bes ides
those in te n ded to be n e fit as
s qua tte rs, then it now looks like
a case of eth n ic ha tred, in s tea d
of the sim ple corru p tion that it
is. The lea de rs who sold th e
land will then either keep quiet
a bout th e ir role in th is to avoid
lo s ing votes or join the side
wi th the ma jori ty of votes –
e i ther the original squa tte rs or
those who purc ha s ed the la n d.
Th is way, th ey are gua r a n teed a
s eat in the co un c il or
pa rlia m e n t.  The land is today a
ba ttle for fie ld betw een th e
des e rving squa tte rs and th o s e
who un k n o wing ly bo ught th e
la n d, who also are also deeply,
con vin ced the have a right to
the land sin ce th ey pa id a hig h
price for it and some are in fa ct
una ble to dev e lop it beca us e
th ey are still pa ying off loa n s
f or it. So here are poor
s qua tte rs con s ta n tly fig h ting
wi th strug g ling fa rm e rs, while
the real cul pri ts go scot free.  

On ce in a while, the re gis te red
o wn e rs of the idle pa rce ls of
land where the squa tte rs are
f orced to settle send in re gula r
and adm in is tr a tion police to
evict them, in the name of
pro tecting priv a te pro pe rty.
The evictions are always viole n t,
wi th many be ing in jured in
th ese land dis p u tes. Long
be f ore the 2007 ca m pa ign
pe riod, th e re were and still are
th rea ts that res ide n ts fea red
co uld spa rk off anytim e. It is
now six yea rs sin ce the land was
a lloca ted to the squa tte rs but
n o th ing has been done to
a ddress th is is s ue. Prior to th e
2007 general election s, sev e r a l
a s piring ca n dida tes in c l uding
the im m edia te former MPs
prom is ed to look in to th e
ma tter and address peo ple’s
c ries, but that seems to be a
dream, in which a bee is
y ea rn ing to ride a bicy c le! 

On ce th ey are in pa rlia m e n t,
th ey get busy wi th other ‘is s ues

of na tional im porta n ce’ and
n ever address th is very serio us
land problem, proba bly beca us e
th ey know th ey ca us ed it. On ce a
ti tle deed has been is s ued for a
piece of la n d, it becom es very
difficult to res olve the dis p u te
betw een the in te n ded squa tte r
who sh o uld have rece iv ed th e
land for free and become th e
first re gis te red ti tle deed holde r
and the pe rs on who pa id a hig h
price for it and is now a ti tle
deed holde r. Th e re are two ways
to address th is. Firs t, th e
go v e rnment (if it ge n uin e ly
in te n ded to help the squa tte rs) ,
can buy the land for the squa tte rs
from those who bo ught it from
the corrupt lea de rs and
go v e rnment offic ia ls’ land buying
com pa n ies. In such a ca s e,
go v e rnment cannot force th o s e
who do not want to sell to do so.
It is un like ly that th ey will want
to sell es pec ia lly if th ey ha v e
ma de any dev e lo pm e n ts on th e
la n d, ta ken th e ir children to
s c h ools th e re and ge n e r a lly
s ettled th e re as th e ir long te rm
h om e. In addi tion, th e
go v e rnment cannot dicta te th e
price. Th is way can on ly settle
s qua tte rs in the same piece of
land and on ly if some are willing
to sell to go v e rnment the la n d.
The other way to address th e
plight of the in i tia lly in te n ded
be n e fic ia ries is for go v e rnment to
de-ga z ette and alloca te th e m
a n o ther piece of la n d, and th is
tim e, ensure that no corru p tion
ta kes pla ce. As th is five year te rm
be gin s, the res ide n ts are look ing
f or a fa ir and con c l us ive end to
th is dis p u te. Th e re is need for an
in te rv e n tion that will res ult in
equi ta ble dis trib u tion of the la n d
so that the la rge numbe rs of
poor and needy fa m ilies can get
land as in i tia lly in te n ded by
go v e rn m e n t. On ce all are settled,
a huge ca m pa ign to enco ur a ge
the diff e rent com m un i ties to
leave in pea ce, ha rm ony and
res pect for each other can be
s ta rted. 

CO N S TA NT H I V I N G O F
FORESTS

Ho w ev e r, the other con s ide r a tion
that must be ma de is th e
con s tant hiving off of forest la n d
to re- a lloca te land to squa tte rs
a fter the firs t, second and ev e n
th ird pieces hiv ed of for the very
same squa tte rs does not rea c h
them due to the corru p tion
des c ribed abo v e.  

So fa r, it has been more
im portant for those in power to
h ive of more land from the fores t
than to th ink of the fu ture
dis p u tes and dea ths th is will
ca use and the environ m e n ta l
e ff ects of con s tant encroa c h m e n t
on the fores t. A pa tte rn has now
e m e rged, where just be f ore th e
e lection; fores ts are hiv ed off to
be alloca ted to squa tte rs in orde r
o appease them after stea ling
th e ir land after the last election .
The pa tte rn of corrupt lea de rs
d ubio usly acquiring most of th e
land and de n ying the needy is
then repea ted and follo w ed by
dis p u tes betw een those who
fina lly settle on the land afte r
b uying it and those who sh o uld
have been given the land for free
as squa tte rs. 

Th e re are no sa in ts in th is
des tructive pa tte rn; the lea de rs
who pretend to lobby for land to
be hiv ed off for the poor end up
a lloca ting most of it to th e ir
c ron ies, while the few in th e
com m un i ty who actua lly get any
land in such arr a nge m e n ts on ly
get it beca use th ey prom ise to
v o te in th is or that way for th e
pe rs on who gets them on the lis t
of allo tees. Th ey res ort to ha te
s peech that is directed at th is or
that com m un i ty, in order to
please the pe rs on who prom is es
to gua r a n tee them a piece of la n d
no ma tter how sma ll. Fa ls e
a ccusa tions are ma de aga in s t
peo ple of the same or diff e re n t
eth n ic groups who are als o
com peting to get th e m s e lv es on
the list of land allo tees. Suc h
peo ple do not ca re whether th e
a ccusa tions th ey ma ke aga in s t
in divid ua ls, groups or even entire
eth n ic groups are true or fa lse as
long as th ey get a portion of la n d.
In the proces s, eth n ic ste reo ty pes
(an un f o un ded be lief abo u t
s om eone or som eth ing) are
c rea ted about th is or the oth e r
com m un i ty such that by the tim e
the elections are be ing held, th e
te n s ions are so high and by th e n
not about fa cts on land alloca tion
but are just ba s e less eth n ic
a n im o s i ties, which som e

un in f orm ed peo ple ta ke as go s pe l
tru ths about th is or the oth e r
com m un i ty.

Th is pa tte rn also lea ds to th e
gro w th of war lords – a group of
peo ple who pretend to fight for
equi ta ble dis trib u tion of the la n d
and other rig h ts, but on ly do so
just be f ore the elections wi th th e
a im of us ing th is land age n da to
get th e m s e lv es in to pa rliament or
at least on to a nego tia tion ta ble
w h e re th ey can be bribed wi th a
h uge chunk of la n d. 

The res ult of th is corru p tion is
that our lea de rs are overs ee ing
the des truction of huge chunks of
Embobut forest th rea te n ing on e
of the Ke n y a ’s lea ding wate r
ca tc h m e n t’s areas wi th po s s ible
e x tin ctions in the near fu ture.
The forest co v e ring abo u t
21,933.9 hecta res serv es as wate r
ca tc h m e n ts for La ke Victoria
ba s in, pa rts of Turka na and
B a ringo dis tricts. Sev e r a l
trib u ta ries in c l uding, Embob u t,
Embolo t, Embo-m on, Murun y e,
Aror and Moiben dr a in in to
River Nz oia and Ke rio where
w a ter fin ds its way in to la kes
Victoria and Turka na. Some of
i ts water runs in to in te rna tiona l
w a ter ma s s es th ro ugh river Nile.
The riv e r, which origina tes from
La ke Victoria mea n de rs th ro ug h
Egypt in to the Medi te rr a n ea n
Sea. Th is expla ins why Eg y p tia n
go v e rnment has been keen on
the con s e rv a tion of the fores t. 

According to the Dis trict Fores t
Officer (DF O) Mr. De n n is
Ke re ngo, the squa tte rs
n umbe ring over 10,000 ha v e
des tro y ed betw een 15,000 and
25,000 acres of the forest co v e r
ma in ly th ro ugh ille gal exte n s ion
of fa rms and settlement in to th e
f ores t. Th ey have als o
pe rpetua ted ille gal lo g ging,
c ha rcoal burn ing and over
gr a zing lea ding to ma s s iv e
e n viron m e n tal de gr a da tion .
According to Mr. Ke re ngo,
fa m ilies sta rted encroa c h ing in to
the forest in 1933 after th e
colon ial rule rs is s ued them wi th
te m por a ry pe rm i ts to live and
graze th e ir liv es tock at the ope n

g la des. Sin ce 1993, th e
s qua tte rs th ro ugh corru p tion
and poli tical pa trona ge and
fa v ori tism, con tin ue to enla rge
th e ir sha mba ’s and settle m e n t
and exploit the fores t. 

EVEN IN THE BEST OF
TIMES, NOT EVERYONE
I N K E N Y A CA N O W N
LAND.

To save the fores ts Mr.
Ke re ngo recom m e n ds eviction
of the fa m ilies, as th e re are
ways to boost agricul tur a l
prod uction on the sma ll
portions of land that peo ple
had be f ore encroa c h ing on th e
f ores t. Even in the best of
tim es, not ev e ry one in Ke n y a
can own la n d. As po p ula tion s
gro w, even in dev e lo ped
co un tries, not ev e ry one own s
la n d. What is im porta n tant is
to find out how peo ple wi th
s ma ll portions of land ca n
ma ke them most prod uctiv e, in
te rms of feeding and hous ing a
la rge number of peo ple and in
an environ m e n ta lly frie n dly
ma n n e r, where ev e ry one ha s
a ccess to ba s ic services such as
w a te r, sa n i ta tion, hea l th and
ed uca tion .

According to the DF O, th e
most pl un de red section s
in c l ude Cha ngoro s, Tulolw o,
Ka s iy a i, Ka ma lokon, Ma ric h or,
Ka isa ga t, Kiror, Sa mba Ka tili t,
Se n tim o y on di, Ka lian and
Ka c h ep tolong. Mr. Ke re ngo
n o tes that on ce aga in th e
e n c roachment in te n s ified in
la te 2006, just be f ore an
e lection, after the Dis trict
Dev e lo pment Com m i ttee
(DD C) recom m e n ded
a lloca tion of fores tland to
s ome of the squa tte rs in a
move aim ed at forma lizing
th e ir encroa c h m e n t. According
to the officer the DD C
recom m e n ded the mea s ure on
th ree con di tion s: i) tha t
poli tic ians would not in te rf e re,
ii) that squa tte rs agreed to sto p
further encroachment in to th e
f ores ts and iii) that a forma l
a greement to enga ge in
ma s s ive aff ores ta tion ca m pa ign
to recover the lost forest co v e r
th ro ugh corru p tion would be
im m edia te ly in i tia ted. 

Ta k ing adv a n ta ge of our
poli tic ians’ ha bit of rev e rs ing
laws and polic ies during
e lection yea rs th ro ugh roa ds ide
dec rees, the fa m ilies did not
com ply wi th the agree m e n t

Once in a while, the

registered owners of the

idle parcels of land where

the squatters are forced to

settle send in regular and

administration police to

evict them, in the name of

protecting private property.

The result of this corruption is
that our leaders are

overseeing the destruction of
huge chunks of Embobut

forest threatening one of the
Kenya’s leading water
catchment’s areas with

possible extinctions in the
near future.
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and in s tead scrambled for
m ore land as th ey waited
h o pe fully for a roa ds ide dec ree
to jus tify th e ir encroa c h m e n t.
Those encroa c h ing further on
the forest are as such no longe r
poor squa tte rs but greedy
res ide n ts who th ink that th ey
a re cun n ing enough to ta ke
a dv a n ta ge of a tr a di tion of ba d
lea de rship to amass more la n d.
The DFO says the encroa c h ing
fa m ilies have turn ed a big
s ection of the forest in to
cul tiv a tion zon es and keep
many anima ls lea ding to
o v e rgr a zing and des tro ying
re ge n e r a tion of trees. Th e
loom ing extin ction of th e
f orest th ro ugh corru p tion
s pe lls doom for millions of
com m un i ties who defend on
w a ter origina ting from th e
Embobut Forest to sus ta in
th e ir living.

Sections of Ma r a k w et, Turka na
and Tugen com m un i ties sole ly
re ly on water flo wing from
River Embob u t, Ke rio, Embo-
olot and Embom on for
dom es tic use and irriga tion
fa rm ing but the dis trib u ta ries
have sta rted drying. In Ke rio

Va lley, res ide n ts are outr a ged at
th ese so ca lled ‘s qua tte rs’ bla m ing
them for dec lin ing water lev e ls in
the four riv e rs and poli tic ia n s
who support con tin uo us
des truction of the fores ts for th e ir
in divid ual poli tical ga in. 

The res ide n ts now want th es e
e n c roa c h e rs evicted to avert
w a ter problems in the lo w e r
re gion s. Local lea de rs at
Ch es ongoch and Tot tr a ding
ce n te rs on ce sa id that con tin ued
des truction of the fores ts by th es e
‘prof es s ional squa tte rs ’
th rea te n ed th e ir econ om ic
in te res ts and that of th e ir
liv es toc k. ”Fa il ure by th e
go v e rnment to evict the squa tte rs
will force us to ta ke in i tia tiv e
o urs e lv es.” warn ed Co un c ilors
Ben Pi us, William Ch ep toror and
G a briel Su tte r. A villa ge elde r
Mz ee Kirop Ki pk irw ok of Ka re l
villa ge urges the go v e rnment to
in te rvene at the ea rliest to avert a
bloody con fron ta tion betw ee n
the encroa c h e rs and Ke rio Va lley
res ide n ts over the forest ro w.
Such a row co uld ea s ily be
m is ta ken to be ca us ed by th e
recent elections res ul ts, but
c lea rly, th is is an is s ue that was

th e re well be f ore the election s.
“ Sections of th ese com m un i ties
o wn guns and th e re is a grea t
da nge r. The wea pons can be us ed
in case fig h ting breaks out in th e
eviction strug g le” warn ed th e
e lde rs.

Hun ting is another ecolo gica l
ha z a rd that goes hand in ha n d
wi th encroachment on fores t
la n d. “Wildlife in the forest is
c lose to extin ction due to hun ting
by the ‘s qua tte rs’ Embob u t
loca tion Ch ief Mr. Ne ls on
Lorta bai sa id at Mon tr a ding
ce n tre. Mr. Lorta bai sa id th e
h un te rs use pois on ed arrows and
s pea rs to kill the anima ls for
m eat and hides. The is s ue of
Embobut squa tte rs is alw a y s

reviv ed in election yea rs, th e reb y
ma k ing it poli tica lly sensitiv e.
Sta te plans to eject th e
e n c roa c h e rs are norma lly met
wi th vigoro us oppo s i tion by loca l
poli tic ians see k ing to endea r
th e m s e lv es to the vote rs.
Poli tic ians who do not support
the forest encroa c h e rs in th e
w a ke of eviction notice suff e r
th e ir rejection at the election s.
F or th is rea s on s, it was not
s urpris ing that at the 2007
general elections all th e
poli tic ians who th e m s e lv es sta n d
to ga in whenever th e
e n c roachment is forma liz ed
s peak wi th one voice in defense of
the forest land gr a bbe rs. Th is
e x pla ins why all lea de rs from th e
con s ti tue n cy to w a rds the 2007 all
s poke wi th one voice re ga rdles s
of th e ir poli tical diff e re n ces in
defense of the encroa c h e rs when
the ‘s qua tte rs’ in te res ts are
th rea te n ed. 

Poli tic ians have over the yea rs
us ed th is is s ue which is wrong ly
la be led as a squa tter is s ue to
o u tdo each other by pa in ting
com peti tors as tr a i tors over th e
is s ue alth o ugh th ey each know it

as a corrupt way of ha n dling
the is s ue. Th is ma tter needs to
be addres s ed now, to avoid
w a i ting for another 4 -5yea rs
on ly to have more encroa c h e rs
in 2011 de ma n ding from all
a s pir a n ts who will be run n ing
in the 2012 elections tha t
a n o ther huge chunk of la n d
m ust be hiv ed off the forest so
that pea ce prev a ils or so tha t
th ey can vote in th is or tha t
pa rty or lea de r. Corru p tion
m ust be addres s ed due to th e
h uge im pa ct it has had on th e
peo ples’ liv es. Go v e rn m e n t
offic ia ls in the Min is try of
La n ds, the Co un c il and
Pro vin c ial adm in is tr a tion who
a re in v olv ed iin such sca m s
sh o uld be in v es tiga ted,
a rres ted, pro s ecu ted and
ba n n ed to ta lly from holding
any public po s i tion, in c l uding
that of MP or co un c ilor.  It is
th e ir land and mon ey that th ey
have acquiredin th is dubio us
way that sh o uld be con fis ca ted
by the go v e rnment and us ed to
com pe n sa te some squa tte rs
in s tead of cha s ing away th o s e
that bo ught land from th e m
be living that th is was a clea n
tr a n sa ction. 

Peoples’ Manifesto & Scorecard Initiative
Many promises; many parties; many aspirants:

p

Politicians who do not

support the forest

encroachers in the wake

of eviction notice suffer

their rejection at the

elections.

Election period is
often a
confusing time

for the electorate. The
situation is more
complicated where
there are numerous
political actors. In the
case of Kenya, there
are over 300 political
parties and frequent
defections from one
political party to
another. The new
Political Parties Act is
expected to reduce on
these political party
defections for they
have rendered
political parties’
manifestos useless.

In te rna tiona lly, th e re are tw o
ma in ways that poli tical pa rties
can pa rtic i pa te in an election .
The pro portional repres e n ta tion
and in divid ual repres e n ta tion
s y s te m s.  In the pro portiona l
repres e n ta tion, peo ple vote for a
poli tical pa rty and each pa rty
p u ts up a list of ca n dida tes, ofte n
th e ir very best ca n dida tes, ba s ed
on cri te ria of th e ir choice – e.g.
ge n de r, track record, in c l us ion of
m in ori ty in te res ts etc. Wha tev e r
pe rce n ta ge of the overall vote a
pa rty gets, will dete rm ine th e
n umber of sea ts the pa rty will
have in Pa rlia m e n t. Th is syste m
has been adv a n ced as the bes t
way to have affirma tive action
that in c rea s es wom e n’s
repres e n ta tion in Pa rlia m e n t, as
it is pa rties right from grass roo ts
level that will dec ide whic h
w omen to in c l ude in th e ir lis ts,
and for what sella ble qua li ties,
a c h iev e m e n ts, track record or
o ther ca pa bili ties. Th is red uces
the cha n ces of token im po s i tion

of women ca n dida tes from th e
top do wn w a rds

Ke n y a ’s electoral syste m
h o w ev e r, is the in divid ua l
repres e n ta tion system. He re
poli tical pa rties select in divid ua l
ca n dida tes to repres e n t
con s ti tue n c ies. To be elected th e
in divid ual must rece ive votes in
that con s ti tue n cy. It is ma in ly for
th is rea s ons that poli tical pa rty
ma n if es tos have not held muc h
w e ight in Kenya. Why bo th e r

wi th selling pa rty ma n if es to s, if
w hat ma tte rs in the long run is
s e lling the in divid ual? It is
h o w ev e r, us e ful to note here tha t
a blend of the two systems is als o
po s s ible.

It would appear that th is
in divid ual repres e n ta tion syste m
has res ul ted in some un in te n ded
con s eque n ces – as on ce th es e
in divid ua ls ca m pa ign to sell
m o s tly th e m s e lv es, not pa rty
ma n if es to s, th is spirit of
in divid ua lism follows many MPs
and co un c ilors and last all
th ro ugh th e ir five yea rs in office.
Con s eque n tly, poli tical pa rty
ma n if es tos have not co un ted for
m uch during elections in Ke n y a .
It is th e re f ore not surpris ing tha t
Kenyans are pe rpetua lly rais ing
ques tions about th e ir views be ing
ign ored by lea de rs, abo u t
w a n ting grea ter pa rtic i pa tion in
dec is ion ma k ing – but wi th suc h
ques tions fa lling on deaf ea rs.
Th is is one of the th ings tha t

con s ti tu tional re f orm co uld
a ddres s, when Kenyans are
fina lly rea dy to revive tha t
a ge n da. Bu t, in the mea n tim e,
how can the Kenyan voter trim
do wn the level of in divid ua lis m
in all those ask ing for civic,
pa rlia m e n ta ry and pres ide n tia l
s ea ts at th is yea r’s ge n e r a l
e lections? Must Kenyan vote rs
re ma in po w e rless in th e ir
dea lings wi th elected offic ia ls
un less the con s ti tu tion is
review ed to in c l ude a reca ll
c la use or repla ce the in divid ua l
repres e n ta tion system wi th a
pro portional on e ?

THE PEOPLE’S
MANIFESTO &
SCORECARD INITIATIVE

Com m un i ty ba s ed
orga n iz a tions in 54 of the 210
con s ti tue n c ies have sin ce April
2007 been dev e lo ping
con s ti tue n cy ba s ed peo ples ’

By Nduta Kweheria Senior Programmers Officer at the Kenya Human Rights Commission (KHRC)

Internationally, there are

two main ways that political

parties can participate in an

election. The proportional

representation and

individual representation

systems.
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ma n if es to s. The rationa le
be h ind th is Kenya Huma n
Rig h ts Com m is s ion supported
in i tia tive is; that th e re are so
many poli tical pa rties, most
wi th bea u tiful ma n if es to s, but
a fter the election s, citizens ha v e
no way of enforc ing lea de rs ’
com plia n ce to the lofty
prom is es ma de. So why sh o uld
c i tizens re ly on poli tical pa rties,
if th ey know for sure tha t
e lected offic ia ls will not be
bo und by th ese ma n if es to s
on ce elected? To tilt th is
ba la n ce, the peo ple mus t
in s tead ma ke th e ir own
de ma n ds on the lea de rs and
record th ese in a peo ples ’
ma n if es to.  

Peo ples’ ma n if es tos have bee n
dev e lo ped th ro ugh public
m eetings con v e n ed by loca l
CBOs from villa ge to villa ge in
each of the 54 con s ti tue n c ies. A
list of seven sim ple and direct
ques tions have been asked to
the peo ple at th ese meetings:
What problems do the peo ple
of th is com m un i ty fa ce? Wha t
has the com m un i ty done in
trying to address th es e
problems so far? Wha t
c ha lle nges have you fa ced in
the process? How do you want
to deal wi th your problems in
the next five yea rs? How ca n
the lea de rs you vote for in th is
y ea r’s general election becom e
pa rt of the sol u tion? And wha t
will you do if the MP and
co un c ilor you vote for does not
a ddress you problems?  

The res ponse to th es e
ques tions in all six re gion s
co v e red was very po s i tiv e;
in dica ting that Kenyans know
e x a ctly what th e ir problems are
and what lea de rs sh o uld be
doing to address them but are
n o t. The res ult has been a lis t
of the problems that peo ple in
each con s ti tue n cy want
a ddres s ed, the how and when.
As pa rt of the peo ple’s
ma n if es to and scoreca rd
in i tia tiv e, the job des c ri p tion of
an MP and co un c ilor was als o
dev e lo ped. Fin ding the job
des c ri p tions of MPs and
co un c ilor was not easy? Des pi te
the fa ct that MPs are among
the best pa id in divid ua ls, th e ir
job des c ri p tion is not very
c lea rly sta ted in th e
Con s ti tu tion. The pro ject
th e re f ore had to sco ur th ro ug h
o ther docum e n ts such as th e
CDF and Local Go v e rn m e n t
Acts to es ta blish the im plied

roles of bo th
the MPs and
co un c ilors.
Th is
a ccording to
Ms. Lilia n
Ka n tai (
North &
So u th Rift
re gion) is on e
of th e
rea s ons why
c i tiz e n s
r a re ly get th e
res ul ts th ey
e x pect from
lea de rs. Th e
peo ple ha v e
grea t
e x pecta tion ,
y et the job
des c ri p tion
of those th ey
a re re lying
on to de liv e r
is so loo s e ly sta ted, and has no
reca ll cla use for vote rs to fire
n on pe rf orm e rs after one or tw o
y ea rs. Th is is why during th is
ca m pa ign pe riod, aspir a n ts, ca n
prom ise anyth ing to get elected
beca use the soc ial con tr a ct
betw een the voter and the MP or
co un c ilor is not clea rly sta ted.

According to Ms. Virgin ia
Mun y ua, who dev e lo ped th e
res ea rch tool, the peo ples ’
ma n if es tos mitiga te aga inst th is
lack of a spec ific job des c ri p tion
by ma k ing very clear sh ort,
m edi um and long te rm de ma n ds
on those elected. For example a
ma n if es to in one of the north
ea s te rn con s ti tue n c ies (Wa jir
E a s t) rais ed ed uca tion, hea l th ,
w a te r, roa ds, dis c rim ina tion in
is s ua n ce of ide n ti ty ca rds, and
low women pa rtic i pa tion in
dev e lo pment as some of th e
problems th e re. The ma n if es to
de ma n ds that whoever is elected
bo th as MP and co un c ilor th e re
m ust in the sh ort te rm (Jan –
Dec 2008) “Initiate, lead and
sustain,  a pub lic campaign at
Ward and National level to get
all children of school going age
(6-18 yrs) enrolled and retained
in school” . Such a de mand is
c lea r, spec ific and easy for
com m un i ties to mea s ure as all
th ey will be look ing out for next
y ear is whether or not th e
s peec h es of th e ir MP or
co un c illors all empha s ize on
ed uca tion. In such a case the MP
or co un c illor cannot la ter hide
be h ind the burea uc r a cy at th e
Min is try of Educa tion or
Pa rlia m e n t, as it is him or her as
an in divid ual spec ifica lly ta sked
to lead th is ca m pa ign wi th in th e

w a rds of that con s ti tue n cy, to
li te r a lly go villa ge to villa ge
ma k ing that appea l, not th e
Min is try or Pa rlia m e n t.  

MEMORANDUM OF
UNDERSTANDING (MOU)
& SANCTIONS

On ce the peo ple’s needs ha d
been ide n tified and th e ir
pro po sa ls for addres s ing th e m
a greed upon, the need to sign a
MoU wi th the lea de rs emerged.
The peo ples’ ma n if es to on ea c h
of the 54 con s ti tue n c ies ends
wi th a section for the aspiring
ca n dida tes at th is yea r’s ge n e r a l
e lections to sign. By sign ing th is
list of de ma n ds, the lea de r
com m i ts her/him s e lf to de liv e r
on th is prom is es. Or else wha t ?
Vin cent Mus ebe who hea ds th e
in i tia tive in the North e rn Ke n y a
re gion says that the peo ple’s
ma n if es tos would be in com plete
wi thout not just the signa ture,
but also a list of soc ial sa n ction s
w h ich are wi th in th e
com m un i ty’s abili ty to enforce
on the MP or co un c ilor. The firs t
of th ese Mus ebe says is the fa ct
that aspiring lea de rs who do not
s ign the peo ple’s ma n if es to lo s e
the votes of a sub s ta n tial section
of the elector a te in th e ir ward or
con s ti tue n cy. Those who
pa rtic i pa ted in dev e lo ping th e
peo ple’s ma n if es tos in are dr a wn
from the membe rship of CBOs
and self help groups re gis te red in
each loca tion as well as gro u p s
that are often pe rce iv ed as be ing
a poli tical or poli tica lly neu tral /
un dec ided such as membe rs of
re ligio us congre ga tions in
c h urc h es and mosques,

re gis te red and
un re gis te red
w om e n’s
gro u p s, youth
in vario us
colle ges and
y o u th gro u p s
co un trywide,
tea c h e rs ’
gro u p s,
w orke rs ’
un ion s,
group of Ma u
Mau Wa r
v ete r a n s, boba
boda gro u p s
and ev e n
in f orma l
gro u pings of
Ma ta tu
o pe r a tors.
Some of th e
sa n ction s
w h ic h
com m un i ties

say th ey will employ th ro ugh out
the five year te rm in 6 to
1 2 m on th in te rv a ls in c l ude
in f orm ing ev e ry one in th e
con s ti tue n cy about the peo ples ’
ma n if es to and the fa ct that th e ir
lea der sign ed and agreed to
im plement the same on election ,
m obiliz a tion of re gis te red vote rs
in the area to sign peti tion s
de ma n ding im pro v ed
pe rf orma n ce, public
con de m na tion (read curs ing)
f orums by elde rs of all eth n ic
com m un i ties in the area ,
m obiliz a tion Na irobi ba s ed
con s ti tue n ts to de m on s tr a te
a ga inst the MP outs ide
Pa rlia m e n t, artic les on non
pe rf orma n ce subm i tted qua rte rly
to lea ding new s pa pe rs and
ma ga zin es, sha m ing th ro ug h
ca lls and sms to local radio
s ta tion s, pe rs on to pe rs on
ca m pa ign that gua r a n tees tha t
s/he will not be re-e lected in
2 0 1 2 .. 

It is notew orthy that the peo ple’s
ma n if es tos & scoreca rd in i tia tiv e
in trod uces a number and cri te ria
f or dete rm in ing quorum for ward
level meetings. The eig h ty
pe rs ons are to be dr a wn from
e lde rs of diff e rent eth n ic groups /
c lans (10), repres e n ta tiv es from
re gis te red (10) and un re gis te red
w omen groups / movements
(10), ma le (10) and fema le (10)
y o u ths of diff e rent eth n ic gro u p s,
fa i th ba s ed orga n iz a tions (10),
com m un i ty ba s ed orga n iz a tion s
dea ling wi th peo ple living wi th
H IV-AI DS (5) and pe rs ons living
wi th disa bili ty (5), ma le and
f e ma le tea c h e rs in prima ry (4),
s econ da ry (4) and other (2)

lea rn ing in s ti tu tions in ea c h
w a rd all accom pa n ied by th e
pro vin c ial adm in is tr a tion (D O,
c h ie fs, and assis tant chie fs) in
a rea. No tice for the meetings is
to be done th ro ug h
a n n o un ce m e n ts in schools,
c h urc h es and mosques and
local radio sta tion s. Th is moves
away from the his tory of
ma k ing im porta n t
a n n o un ce m e n ts re levant to th e
com m un i ty th ro ugh media tha t
the ma jori ty in rural areas do
not have access to e.g.
n ew s pa pe rs and Kenya Gazette
n o tices. A da te and venue is to
be join tly pic ked after the firs t
m eeting for all qua rte rly
m eetings that will follow in
that ward, that year and pa s ted
f or general in f orma tion at
c h ie f’s ca m p. 
According to Ta bi tha
Ny a mb ura (E a s te rn re gion) ,
a s pir a n ts rea ctions to th e
peo ple’s ma n if es to will bee n
s een during enga ge m e n t
f orums such as the one tha t
took pla ce on Sa turda y,
October 27, 2007 at th e
Koro gocho Ch ie f’s camp un de r
the lea de rship of the Miss Koc h
In i tia tiv e, a CBO ope r a ting in
Ka sarani Con s ti tue n cy. 

The Peo ples’ Ma n if es to &
Scoreca rd In i tia tive prom is es to
be an in n o v a tive way of
con d ucting civic ed uca tion as it
m o v es away from the us ual -
why you sh o uld vote, how to
c ross your ba llot pa pe r,
qua li ties of a good lea de r; to
in v olving con s ti tue n ts in
dete rm in ing the dev e lo pm e n t
th ey want to see in th e ir ward
or con s ti tue n cy.  It als o
a ddres s es the proble m s
a s s oc ia ted wi th poli tical pa rty
ma n if es tos which are bes t
des c ribed th ro ugh th e
ques tions of le gi tima cy - who
or how many peo ple wri te
pa rty ma n if es to s,
repres e n ta tion – how ma n y
peo ple are in v olv ed in
dete rm in ing the direction th e
pa rty will ta ke and th ro ug h
w hat mec ha n isms? Ho w
in fl ue n tial are the wom e n’s
lea gues, congress or ca ucus es
that women are re le ga ted to
on ce th ey join poli tical pa rties.
The peo ple’s ma n if es to als o
m o v es deba te from th e
pe rs ona li ties and eth n ic i ty to
the is s ues. 

First published in the
Daily Nation, Saturday,

November 3, 2007 

Caption
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Press Statements on
2007 Election & the

POST ELECTION CRISIS

“The Kenya Human Rights Commission bel ieves that our country now
sits on a knife’s edge. This is in marked contrast to our reputation as the
beacon of hope in a turbulent region. In the last week, we have started
to resemble some of the most troubled nations on earth. The senseless
and barbaric killings of innocent women, children, and men huddled in
fear in a church in Eldoret recall the genocidal scenes witnessed in
Rwanda in 1994, not the Kenya that we know and love. If not quickly
checked, such scenes could be repeated with devastating consequences
for the survival of Kenya as a state. This is the stuff of which genocides
are made.

“Our country — and in particular its leaders — must decide now whether
the results of a disputed election should be cause to engender at tacks
that could plunge the country into a civil war. In other words, what is
more important for Kenya — an election result or the survival of the
state and its people? I think we all agree that the survival of the state i s
the most important thing at this very difficult moment. But Kenya will
not survive this moment unless our leaders act like statesmen.

“ In order to save our co un try, the KHRC pro po s es the follo wing
measures. First, the three former presidential candidates — President
Mwai Kibaki, Mr. Raila Odinga, and Mr. Kalonzo Musyoka — must
separately and jointly issue unequivocal statements to the country and
th e ir supporte rs con de m n ing all viole n ce aga inst all pe rs ons and
property. They must emphasize in their statements that Kenya is
country of laws, not men, and reaffirm faith in the full human rights of
all Kenyans without regard to their ethnic group, rel igion, gender, and
poli tical opin ion . Secon d, Pres ident Kibaki must agree to an
independent review of the tally of the presidential ballots. Both he and
Mr. Odinga and Mr. Musyoka should invite Archbishop Desmond Tutu
of South Africa to chair the panel that will review the vote tally. That
panel must be composed of individuals of impeccable and high moral
integrity agreed upon by ODM, PNU, and ODM-K. Third, the three
leaders must stop making any belligerent and unbending statements.
Such statements only serve to inflame their supporters.

“The KHRC asks all Kenyans to take a deep breath and await the review
of the vote by an independent panel . Only such a review can assure
Kenyans of the true results of the elections and confer legitimacy on the
winner.

“Our country has b een beautiful to us, even if it has not always lived up
to our expecta tion s. But we have dec ided to ha ng to geth e r, not
separately. Let us rededicate ourselves to national unity at this critical
juncture and renew our faith in each other as Kenyans. Let us not
destroy our country because of an election. Let us not kill each other
like barbarians because of an electoral contest. Let us not commit
genocide against our fellow Kenyans.

“Democracy is expensive, but it will not be possible to enjoy it if Kenya is
no more. Let the good in all of us prevail.”

Professor Makau Mutua
Chair, Kenya Human Rights Commission

Interim Dean
Buffalo Law School

The State University of New York

Press Release by the Kenya Human Rights Commission
January 02, 2008

THE RIGHT TO HEALTH: THE AFTERMATH OF THE POST ELECTION VIOLENCE 

Access to Treatment

Following the post-election crisis in Kenya, the right to health has been severely affected. The skirmishes
have led to the eviction of communities from their homes thereby denying them access to basic needs
such as food, shelter, security, education and health among others. It is no longer easy for the sick to visit
health institutions that they are accustomed to. Most of them have been forced to flee from their homes
in search of security, majority ending up in camps, while a few are hosted by relatives and/or friends. Due
to the sudden nature of the skirmishes, majority of the sick were unable to carry with them vital medical
documents and medication making it difficult for them to continue with their treatment regime.

Of great concern are the people living with HIV&AIDS whom the government had placed on the ART
programme within their locality. Their displacement to the camps or to new locations has interrupted
the treatment and therapeutic programmes. This has adversely affected the community and group
support which were crucial in ensuring treatment adherence, economic and psycho-social support. There
is therefore a likelihood of losing the gains made in guaranteeing the right to treatment and dealing with
stigma and discrimination relating to HIV&AIDS in Kenya. 

We therefore call upon the government and development partners to devise strategies that would ensure
all patients on treatment are able to access treatment, care and support within their current living
conditions. It is crit ical to mobilize the affected communities into support groups that can address their
emerging health, psycho-social, emotional and economic needs. We urge the government, development
partners, CSOs, the private sector, well-wishers and individuals to provide their support in meeting these
vital needs.

Effect on health workers 

The post-election violence has greatly affected professionals working in the affected reg ions. The most
affected are teachers and health workers who are not ind igenous members of regions to which they had
been posted to provide their services. They were targeted for eviction, property destruction, and in some
ca s es murde red des pi te the vi tal services th ey pro vide in the aff ected re gion s. Th is has grea tly
compromised access to both health and education. 

So far, the whereabouts of some health workers remains unknown while others have been displaced, and
have expressed fear about working in the affected regions. Considering that there was already a critical
shortage of health workers in the country even before the skirmishes, this is likely to have a negative
impact on the quality and access to health care in those regions. The government should consider
declaring these regions as high-risk zones hence provide risk allowance and security for health workers
among other public officers until normalcy returns.

There is also a need to establish the situation of existing health facilities in the affected regions in
particular to find out if they were vandalized and/or destroyed. This would enable the government and
development partners to plan for their rehabilitation where need be.

We also call for speedy efforts in addressing the root cause of violence in Kenya especially in Rift Valley.
Unless this issue is urgently addressed, the gains made in the health sector including the health MDGs
shall not be realized as anticipated. It is also our concern that the solutions to these skirmishes cannot be
achieved without the concerted efforts and involvement of all stakeholders, including health workers. We
therefore call upon health workers to rise to the occasion and provide the much needed leadership within
their spheres of influence as we search for peace, truth and justice.

Signed: Miano Munene, Coordinator HERAF

Date: January 10, 2008 

Contact

Health Rights Advocacy Forum C/o Kenya Human Rights Commission Valley Arcade, Gitanga Road 
P.O. Box 41079 00100 Nairobi-GPO, Kenya Tel: 254-20-3874998/9, 3876065 

Email: heraf@khrc.or.ke Website: www.heraf.or.ke
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INTER-RELIGIOUS PRESS STATEMENTS 
ON 2007 ELECTION & THE POST ELECTION CRISIS

By Haji Mwakio Chairman; TTHURINET

³ Cont i nued from page 6

e lections approa c h ed, th e
peo ple liv ed in fear of th e
o u tgoing MP Sudi div e rting
CDF to bribe and fuel eth n ic
a n im o s i ty which would as us ua l
div e rt atte n tion from his poor
record and win him a seat in to
pa rlia m e n t. 

Other aspir a n ts who were
con tes ting to oust Sudi in c l ude
B oat Ka n o, Sa m uel Ch epkole,
Ve ron ica Su tte r, Bis c h off
Jebiw o tt, Mjr. Rtd Joh n
Ki pc h umba and Willia m
Kisa ng. It is alle ged that th es e
a s pir a n ts actua lly form ed a

coa li tion to oust Sudi. Ma r a k w et
West Con s ti tue n cy has over
34,000 re gis te red vote rs sprea d
a c ross the four divis ions of th e
con s ti tue n cy – Ka pc h e ro p,
Ka p s o w a r, Ch ebiemit and Tun y o
Wes t. Ka pc h e rop lea ds in th e
n umber of re gis te red vote rs and
th us is the most like ly choice for
v o ter bribe ry as well as eth n ic
a n im o s i ties that go wi th the lies
and eth n ic ste reo ty pes tha t
corrupt lea de rs must use to get
th e m s e lv es re-e lected. Se lfish
pe rs onal in te rest has at ea c h
e lection ma de it easy for vote rs
in Ka pc h e rop to fa ll victim to

eth n ic in c i tement and bribe ry, at
the expense of dev e lo pm e n t.
Previo us MRs have re lied on
divide and rule and th e
s u p pres s ion of the hon est to get
the seat and re ma in in it. 

It is now the cry of th e
con s ti tue n ts of Ma r a k w et Wes t
f or a fresh sta rt, where all th e
n ine public fun ds now
dece n tr a liz ed to con s ti tue n cy
level will be us ed as th ey sh o uld
be. Wi th the support of huma n
right netw orks in the re gion th e
com m un i ty are now able to qui t
those lea de rs who are corru p t

and con trib u te zero to th e ir
lif e. Lette rs have been wri tte n
to the con ce rn ed body so tha t
th ey will look in to the ma tte r.
Other groups of peo ple ha v e
been de m on s tr a ting so tha t
th e ir cries co uld be hea rd. Let
the com m i ttees that will ma de
dec is ion on all th ese nin e
p ublic fun ds be public ly and
tr a n s pa re n tly elected. It is
time for Ma r a k w et west to
a lso emerge from the da rk
days of corru p tion and 
eth n ic anim o s i ty at th e
e x pense of dev e lo pment and
pro s pe ri ty. 

Selfish personal

interest has at each

election made it easy

for voters in

Kapcherop to fall

victim to ethnic

incitement and

bribery, at the

expense of

development. 

p
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TAARIFA KWA VYOMBO VYA HABARI

WITO WA HAR AKA KUKO ME SHA UVUNJAJI WA HAKI ZA BI NAD AM U
UNAOEN DEL EA NCHINI KENYA.

S isi  wana c ha ma wa Mta n dao  wa Ma sh irika  ya haki za Bina damu Kus ini mwa
Afrika  Ta wi la Ta n z a n ia (SAH R I N G ON) kwa pa m o ja na ma sh irika da da ya Ki tuo
c ha  Hud uma za Kish e ria Za n zibar (ZLSC),  Baraza la Wa na ta a l uma Ch uo Kikuu cha
Da r -es-sa laam (UD AS A) na Sh irik isho la Um o ja wa Afrika Ta wi la Ta n z a n ia (Pa n
African Mo v e m e n t) tuliku ta na kwenye kikao  ma a l um ja na Ta rehe 3 Ja n ua ri 2008
ka tika ofisi za Ki tuo cha Sh e ria na Haki za Bina damu (L H RC) na ku ta fa ka ri ha li
mbaya ya haki za bina damu ina y oe n de lea nchini Kenya  ba a da ya uc ha guzi mkuu wa
nchi hiyo uliofa n yika ta rehe 27  Des e mba 2007.

Ku toka na na vyanzo huru mba limba li vya ha ba ri wakiwemo waanga lizi wa Uc ha guzi
wa um o ja wa Ulaya. Mc ha ka to mzima wa uc ha guzi huo uligubikwa na ka s oro
n yingi. Im edh ih irika kuwa ka s oro hizo ni pa m o ja na tofa u ti kubwa ka tika ma jimbo
49 ka ti ya kura za ur a isi na ub unge,pa m o ja na uc h e lew esha ji wa ku ta nga zwa kwa
ma tokeo. H a li hii im e leta wasiwasi mkubwa ka tika kua m in ika kwa ma tokeo hayo ya
uc ha guzi. La kusha ngaza ni kuwa ha ta mwenyekiti wa tume ya uc ha guzi Ke n y a
B w.Samwel Kiv ui tu ameka ririwa akiwa na msha ngao wa ko to jua ni nani ha sa
a liy esh in da ur a isi nchini Ke n y a .

Ku toka na na ha li hii pa m e kua na ma tuk io ya ku pinga ma tokeo hayo ku toka kwa
w a nanchi wasiokuba lia na nayo ka tika miji mikubwa ka ma vile Na irobi na Momba sa .

Upinzani huu um e ku ta na na nguvu za dola ziliz o w a ga n da m iza kwa kiasi cha da m u
kum w a gika na watu wasio na ha tia ku po teza ma isha. Uga n da m iz a ji huu ni uv un ja ji
wa haki ya ku jie leza ka ma ina vy o ta mb ulika ka tika Ka tiba ya Kenya na Mka ta ba wa
Haki za kir a ia na Haki za kis ia sa ambao Kenya im e ridh ia. Vile vile upe le k w a ji wa
Ma jeshi ka tika ma e n eo ka dhaa ni wa ku tisha na una tia sha ka. Ku toka na na nguv u
ziliz o zidi ku tum ika dh idi ya waanda ma na ji watu wana o pinga ma tokeo ha y o
ina e le kea wamea m ua kuc h ukua sh e ria mikon oni mwao na ba ha ti mbaya wameingia
ka tika vi te n do viovu dh idi ya raia wenzao amba vyo ni pa m o ja na ma ua ji, ku pora ma li
na kuha ribu ma li za raia wengin e.

Kwa ta a rifa ziliz o tolewa na ba a dhi ya vy ombo vya ha ba ri, zaidi ya vifo 500
vim esha tokea amba po wato to na wana w a ke wasio na ha tia na wasioh us ika ka bisa pia
w a m euawa. Pia wana w a ke wapa tao `19 ina s e m e ka na wamebakwa mjini Na irobi. 

Wa na c ha ma wa SAH RiN G ON-Ta n z a n ia pa m o ja na wash irika wao wana fa ha m u
kuwa ma tuk io haya yasipo sh ug h ulik iwa ha r a ka yanaweza kugeuka na kusa ba bisha
uv un ja ji mkubwa zaidi wa haki za bina damu nchini Kenya. Kwa hiyo ba s i, sis i
tuna toa wi to wa ha r a ka kwa :

1. MAML AKA YA DOLA NCHINI KENYA

• Kus i tisha mara moja ma tum izi ya nguvu za kijeshi dh idi ya watu wasio na sila ha

• Kuha k ik isha kuwa wote wana o v un ja haki za bina damu wana c h ukuliwa ha tua
mara moja

• Wa h esh imu haki ya uh uru wa ku jie leza ka ma ina vy o tolewa na ka tiba ya Ke n y a
na mika ta ba ya kima ta ifa

2. KWA VI ON G OZI WA UP I NZAN I.

• Kuingia ka tika ma ja diliano ya kis ia sa ya amani ili ku ja ribu ku pa ta mua fa ka
u ta ka o w e ka de m ok r a s ia na amani ya Kenya mbe le

• Kuw a sha wishi wafuasi wao ku tulia na ku pinga ma tokeo hayo kwa njia zozote
zile ambazo ha zi ta leta uv un jifu wa ama n i

3 KWA JUM UYIA YA KIMATAI FA (UMOJA WA MATAI FA, UMOJA WA AFR I K A,
J UM UYIA YA AFRIKA MASHARIKI NA SEK R ETAR IAT YA JUM UYIA YA MAD OL A)

• Wa ingilie ili kus i tisha ma pigano nchini Kenya na waanzishe mcha ka to wa amani wa
kus ul uh isha mgo goro huo

• Wa un de tume huru ya kima ta ifa ic h unguze mcha ka to mzima wa uc ha guzi na yale
y o te yaliy o tokea ba a da ya uc ha guzi nchini Ke n y a .

• Wa i tishe ma zungum uzo ka ti ya vy a ma vya sia sa ili kurudisha utulivu nchini Ke n y a
• Wa c h ukue ha tua zozote zi ta ka z ofaa ka tika ma s ua la ya uv un jifu wa haki za bina da m u

una oe n de lea .

Ma tokeo ya tume huru ya kima ta ifa yakitolewa ba s i, (Ra isi) Kibaki akuba li ma tokeo na
ka ma ik iwa dha h iri kwamba ha kush in da basi aachie nga zi kwa hia ri na kwa ama n i.

KWA DOLA NA JUM UIA ZA KIRAIA KANDA YA     JUM UIA YA AFR I K A
M ASHAR I K I

Kwa kuh i tim isha, ha tuna b udi kuona ma funzo tunayoweza ku jifunza ku toka na na ha li hii
ya nchini Kenya. Se rika li pa m o ja na jum uia za kir a ia ka tika ka n da hii ya Afrika Ma sha rik i
w a one kina c h oh i ta jika kufa n yika ku toka na na ma tuk io hayo ya kus ik ik i tisha nchini Ke n y a
mara ba a da ya uc ha guzi mku u

• Tuk ianza na Ta n z a n ia, tuna pe n da kum pongeza mkuu wa nchi yetu Ra isi Ja ka y a
Mrisho Kik w ete kwa kus i ta kum ta mb ua alieta nga zwa msh in di wa uc ha guzi wa ur a is i
n c h ini Kenya ta rehe 30 Des e mba 2007 na pia kwa juh udi aliz oanza za ku ja ribu kuona
uw e z e kano wa mua fa ka. Pia tuna m s ihi raisi wetu aende lee kus i tisha kum ta mb ua
m pa ka pa le ma tokeo ya kua m in ika kuh usu nani msh in di yata ka po tolewa na pa le
a mba po wote wana oh us ika wata ka pokuba lia na na ma tokeo

Kuh usu serika li na jum uia za kir a ia ka tika Afrika ma sha rik i, tuna toa wi to:

• Wa e n de leze juh udi za ku pa ta ka tiba mpya au kure kebisha ka tiba ziliz o po ili pa w epo
na muda wa anga lau siku 21 ba a da ya siku ya mwisho ya uc ha guzi ka ma kipin di
k i ta ka c h o ta r a jiwa kua pishwa kwa msh in di  wa ugombea wa ur a is i

• Juh udi zifa n yike kuha k ik isha kuwa ma a m uzi yana y ofa n ywa na tume ya uc ha guzi
kuh usu msh in di wa uc ha guzi wa ur a isi yana th ibi tishwa na jo po zima la ma ja ji wa
ma ha ka ma ya juu ka tika nchi ndani ya kipin di cha siku 21 iw a po ka bla ya kua pish w a
kwa aliy eta nga zwa msh in di ku ta kuw epo na ma la la m iko dh idi ya ush in di huo

• Wa e n de leze juh udi za ku pa ta vi pe nge le vya ka tiba vina vy o zi ta ka nchi za afrika
ma sha riki ku ta mb ua wash in di wa uc ha guzi wa ur a is ka tika nchi jirani kwa ku te ge m ea
kuw epo kwa ush in di kweli na siyo ku jic h ukulia ma da r a ka kwa nguvu kin y ume na
ka tiba

• Juh udi zie n de le zwe za kuha k ik isha ka tiba ina toa mwongozo uta ka o w e z esha wajumbe
wa tume za uc ha guzi wana kuwa watu wana oa m in ika, wenye ma a dili ya ha li ya ju u
w a ta ka oc ha guliwa na jum uia za kir a ia, vy a ma vya sia sa na ta a s isi za kidin i

Im etiwa sa h ihi na

1 ..............................................................................................................................
He len Kijo- Bisimba kwa niaba ya wa na cha ma wa SAHRiN GON-Ta n z a n ia

2. ..........................................................................................................................
Prof. Haroub Oth man kwa niaba ya ma s h irika da da ya SAHRiN GON-Ta n z a n ia .
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F r iday Ja nuary 18, 2007

Na i robi, Ke ny a

Kenya is today on the brink of dis in te gr a tion. At least 500 peo ple have bee n
k illed, 6,100 have fled in to exile in Uga n da and another 250,000 pl us are living
as in te rna lly dis pla ced pe rs ons in th e ir own co un try.

Th is is not the end of th is sad cha p ter in our co un try’s his tory. It appea rs
that Kenya is pois ed for more con fron ta tion that co uld res ult in hea vy
ca s ua l ties, loss of pro pe rty and a general atm o s ph e re of fea r. The co un try is
fa ced wi th the po s s ible collapse of its econ om ic, soc ial and poli tical syste m s.
Other sta tes that depend on Ke n y a ’s sta bili ty are also serio usly aff ected.  

Kenyans must th e re f ore ta c k le the root ca us es of the viole n ce that ha s
c ha r a cte ris ed the past two wee k s. In our view, the ha n dling of the pres ide n tia l
e lection and the dec la r a tion of Mwai Kibaki as winner is the   sing le most
im portant trig ger of the current cris is. 

We have previo usly rais ed con ce rns about the manner in which the Elector a l
Com m is s ion of Kenya (E CK) con c l uded the pres ide n tial election and dec la red
a win n e r.  We are clear that given what tr a n s pired at KICC, it is im po s s ible to
know who won the election s.

To da y, we unveil some do c u me nts that hig h l ig ht this confusion: 

First is an ana ly s is of the diff e re n ces betw een the pres ide n tial and
pa rlia m e n ta ry vote in 2007, us ing the 2002 res ul ts as a be n c h ma rk. In 2007,
pres ide n tial ta llies are higher than pa rlia m e n ta ry on es in 130 con s ti tue n c ies.
Pa rlia m e n ta ry votes exceed pres ide n tial on es in on ly 69 con s ti tue n c ies. In
2002, con v e rs e ly, 110 con s ti tue n c ies had a higher pa rlia m e n ta ry ta lly than th e
pres ide n tial ta lly.

Th e re were 325,131 more votes for the to tal pres ide n tial ta lly in 2007,
com pa red to the to tal pa rlia m e n ta ry ta lly, while in 2002; the diff e re n ce was
50,192, more to tal pres ide n tial votes than pa rlia m e n ta ry votes. We note tha t
the ECK pla ces the gap betw een Kibaki and Ra ila Odinga at 231,628 votes. It is
im portant to dete rm ine the origin and alloca tion of th ese extra votes— a
dete rm ina tion which, at th is poin t, on ly an in depe n dent in v es tiga tion in to th e
co un ting and ta llying process for the pres ide n tial vote co uld dete rm in e. 

Most of the con s ti tue n c ies wi th la rge diff e re n tia ls are in re gions that were
c lo s e ly con tes ted betw een Kibaki and Odinga, nota bly Coa s t, Na irobi and
Nyanza as well as Ce n tral and upper Easte rn .

How did these differe nt ials occur?

F o ur Kenyan election ob s e rv e rs who wi tn es s ed the last phase of th e
pres ide n tial vote ta llying, when poli tical pa rties were verifying the res ul ts tha t
had been announ ced, have recorded th e ir ob s e rv a tions in an hour -b y-h o ur lo g.
Th e ir tes tim on ies expose what can on ly be te rm ed a res olve among elector a l
offic ia ls—in c l uding Com m is s ion e rs and sta ff —to ob ta in a pre-dete rm in ed
o u tcom e, whether supported by fa ct or not.

Th ey deta il a series of electoral off e n ces evide n ced the night when poli tica l
pa rties were verifying the res ul ts alrea dy announ ced at the ECK’s ta llying
ce n tre in Ke n y a tta In te rna tional Con f e re n ce Ce n tre. We have alrea dy ma de a
com pla int aga inst the con ce rn ed ECK Com m is s ion e rs and sta ff to Kilima n i
Police Sta tion .

We pro vide a ta ble of th ese anoma lies, ma l pr a ctices and ille ga li ties com m i tted
in at least 49 con s ti tue n c ies across the co un try. In s tructiv e ly, in th e
con s ti tue n c ies th ese electoral off e n ces occurred, the pres ide n tial election
res ul ts announ ced by the ECK do not ta lly wi th those re lea s ed at th e
con s ti tue n cy ta llying ce n tres as reported on Kenya Te levis ion Netw ork (KTN)
a n d / or ob s e rv ed by the Kenyan Election Dom es tic Ob s e rv e rs Forum (K ED OF) .

Aga in, we re i te r a te that the electoral anoma lies, ma l pr a ctices and ille ga li ties
n o ted were suffic ient to alter the outcom es of the Pres ide n tial election. To th is
e x te n t, the co un ting and ta llying process for the Pres ide n tial election ca n n o t
be ca lled free and fa ir. And the in cumbent cannot be sa id to be in office
le gi tima te ly or le ga lly. An in depe n dent in v es tiga tion in to th is process is
n eces sa ry to bring the co un try to clo s ure on th is is s ue. Such an in v es tiga tion
m ust be a priori ty for the media tion proces s. 

S ig ne d :

Africa Ce n tre for Open Go v e rna n ce (AfriCO G), Awaaz, Ce n tre for Law and
Res ea rch In te rna tional (CL AR I ON), Ce n tre for Mul ti pa rty De m oc r a cy
( CMD), Ce n tre for Rig h ts, Educa tion and Aware n ess for Women (CR EA W ) ,
( CR ADL E), Con s ti tu tion and Re f orm Educa tion Con s orti um (CR E CO), East
African Law Soc iety (EALS), Haki Focus, He ma la Ka tiba, In depe n de n t
Medico-Le gal Unit (I ML U), In n o v a tive La wy e ring, In s ti tu te for Educa tion in
De m oc r a cy (I ED), In te rna tional Com m is s ion of Juris ts (I C J-Ke n y a )

Kenya Human Rig h ts Com m is s ion (K H RC), Kenya Lea de rship In s ti tu te
(K L I), Kenya Na tional Com m is s ion on Human Rig h ts (K N CH R), Ki tuo cha
Sh e ria, Law Soc iety of Kenya (LSK), Media In s ti tu te

Muslim Human Rig h ts Forum, Na tional Con s ti tu tion Ex ecu tive Co un c il
(N CE C), Re lease Poli tical Pris on e rs (R P P), Soc iety for In te rna tiona l
Dev e lo pment (SI D) , Urgent Action Fund (UAF) -Africa, Yo u th Age n da ,
Reces s pa and Fa hamu 

Kenyans for Peace
with Truth and Justice

Count Down to Deception: 30 Hours that Destroyed Kenya

T he count r y

is faced with

t he possible

collapse of

i ts econo m i c,

social and

p o l i t i c a l

sys t e ms.

O t her states

that de p e nd

on Ke nya ’s

stability are

a ls o

s e r i o us l y

a f f e c t e d .

in depe n de n ce of the le gal system, as well as clean election s, es pec ia lly
m un ic i pal and pa rlia m e n ta ry election s.

In spi te of NGO’s, go v e rn m e n t’s eff orts to w a rds avoiding soc ia l
con flict a ma jor problem during the 1990s. What the go v e rnment is
doing is not enough to pro tect the com m un i ty from dete rior a ting
living con di tion s. In th is res pect, it is very be n e fic ial that the Ma r a
River Res o urce Ce n tre dedica tes pa rt of its work in th eory and in
pr a ctice to crea te polic ies and recom m e n da tions that may help and

orga n ize work shops and dis cus s ions on the is s ue of corru p tion and eth n ic i ty, which has become a ma jor
problem in Kuria. The eff orts of Mara River Res o urce Ce n tre are adv oca ting for human rig h ts and good
go v e rna n ce th ro ug h:

• Le gal and Human Rig h ts Educa tion

• A w a re n ess pro gr a m m e rs on human rig h ts good, good go v e rna n ce and the im pa ct of corru p tion .

• Res ea rch and document on those is s ues

• Mon i toring and ev a l ua tion

³ Cont i nued from page 7
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January 25, 2008

I n tr odu ctio n

Your Excellency Kofi Annan
Your Excellency Graça Machel 
Your Excellency Benjamin Mkapa

We thank Yo ur Ex ce lle n c ies for the opportun i ty to address th is forum. We ma ke th is pres e n ta tion on be ha lf of Kenyan women who have been meeting in
Na irobi over the last two wee k s. Action Aid In te rna tiona l, Vi tal Voices, UN I FEM, Na irobi Pea ce In i tia tive and Urgent Action Fun d -Africa have fa c ili ta ted th e
con s ul ta tion s.  A com m i ttee of 11 women present here, repres e n ts the la rger gro u p. 

Kenyan women assert th e ir rig h ts as citizens of th is co un try to pa rtic i pa te in all poli tical proces s es and in i tia tiv es that seek to find sol u tions to the cris is tha t
curre n tly that our be lo v ed moth e rland fa ces.  We are min dful of our spec ial res pon s ibili ties in all the sph e res of na tion building in c l uding tru th & jus tice
s ee k ing, pea ceb uilding and recon c ilia tion. We embr a ce all our div e rs i ties as we collectiv e ly seek sol u tion s.  We acknowledge that in the res ol u tion of th e
current con flict, th e re has to be ‘give and ta ke’ from bo th sides of the poli tical divide. We assert that as citizens we must ta ke res pon s ibili ty for res olving and
tr a n s f orm ing the con flict and the in c l us ion and pa rtic i pa tion of civic gro u p s, in c l uding wom e n’s groups at the com m un i ty level is cri tical to the success of
e ff orts to res olve the con flict.

The im portant role of wom e n’s pa rtic i pa tion in the prev e n tion and res ol u tion of con flicts is rea ffirm ed in The Con s ti tu tive Act of the African Un ion, Th e
AU ’s Solemn Dec la r a tion on Ge n der Equa li ty, The Pro tocol to the African Cha rter on the Rig h ts of women in Africa, The African Cha rter on the Rig h ts and
w e lfa re often Ch ild, and by Un i ted Na tions Securi ty Co un c il Res ol u tion 1325. The res ol u tion stres s es the im porta n ce of wom e n’s equal pa rtic i pa tion and
in v olvement in all eff orts for the ma in te na n ce and prom o tion of pea ce and securi ty, and the need to in c rease th e ir role in dec is ion –ma k ing wi th re ga rd to
con flict prev e n tion .

The UN Res ol u tion 1325 further ca lls on all actors in v olv ed, when nego tia ting and im ple m e n ting pea ce agree m e n ts, to adopt a ge n der pe rs pectiv e, in c l uding,
in ter alia 

• The spec ial needs of women and girls during repa tria tion and res ettlement and for re ha bili ta tion, re in te gr a tion and post con flict recon s truction .

• Mea s ures that support local wom e n’s pea ce in i tia tiv es and in dige n o us proces s es for con flict res ol u tion, and that in v olve women in all of th e
im ple m e n ta tion mec ha n isms of the pea ce proces s. 

• Mea s ures that ensure the pro tection of and res pect for human rig h ts of women and girls, pa rticula rly as th ey re la te to the con s ti tu tion, the elector a l
s y s tem, the police and the judic ia ry;

All th ese in s trum e n ts reco gn ise the ce n tr a li ty of women to the dev e lo pment of de m oc r a cy and de m oc r a tic in s ti tu tions and the im porta n ce of th e ir
pa rtic i pa tion at ev e ry lev e l, and in ev e ry proces s. Women are ce n tral actors and ‘right holde rs’ in any process that addres s es sus ta ina ble dev e lo pm e n t,
s ecuri ty and human rig h ts. During th is cris is, Kenyan women have been at the fore front in com m un i ty pea ce building and media tion eff orts in the North
Rift and other area s. 

Is th ere a co n flict? What are the Facts? 

A poli tical cris is has engulf ed the co un try follo wing the announ cement of pres ide n tial res ul ts on Dece mber 30, 2007.Th e re are alle ga tions of a fla w ed ta llying
process by the electoral com m is s ion , hence the dis p u te as to who the actual winner of the pres ide n tial vote was.  As a con s eque n ce, violent con flict broke out
in many pa rts of Kenya from Dece mber 30, 2008 and con tin ues to th is da y. Th is con flict is expres s ed in the follo wing ways:

• Spon ta n eo us and orga n is ed de m on s tr a tions aga inst the ECK and the go v e rn m e n t.

• Killings that have so far cla im ed the liv es of over 700 Ke n y a n s. Th ese killings are by a) extra judic ial execu tions by the police of ta rgeted com m un i ties
and de m on s tr a tors. b) Mili tia execu tion s, torture and mutila tions of civilians ta rgeted at pa rticular eth n ic com m un i ties (th ese in c l ude forced
c ircum c is ions & ca s tr a tion s) and c) by ordina ry citizens  

• Crim inal con d uct by citizens loo ting, burn ing and des truction of priv a te and public pro pe rty. 

• In c rea s ed sexual viole n ce aga inst women and childre n .

• Sus pe n s ion of con s ti tu tional freedoms in c l uding the freedom of con s c ie n ce, assembly and worsh i p.

• Viola tion on the rig h ts of the media and right to in f orma tion by a ban on media broa dca s ting of live ev e n ts.

Women’s Memorandum
to the Me dia tio n T e a m
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• E th n ic and poli tica lly in s tiga ted evictions of po p ula tions  of ce rta in com m un i ties from th e ir pro pe rties res ul ting in la rge numbe rs of in te rna lly
dis pla ced Kenyans ( appro xima te ly 260,000)  

• E th n ica lly in s tiga ted emplo yment dis pla cement of worke rs in ce rta in re gions (tea pec ke rs in Ke ric h o) and eviction re n tal pro pe rties. 

Th is situa tion has res ul ted in: 

A brea kdo wn in the rule of law and a lack of con fide n ce in in s ti tu tions of law and orde r.

Brea kdo wn of soc ial re la tion ships and trust among Kenyan Com m un i ties and an exace rba tion of exis ting eth n ic te n s ion s. 

Human in s ecuri ty (in c l uding food in s ecuri ty). 

Con tin ued syste ma tic and wides pread viola tion of human rig h ts and a lack of res pect for the sa n cti ty of lif e.

Prolif e r a tion of pro pa ga n da by all pa rties in c l uding the sta te and an in c rease in ha te media on all media (FM sta tions -in pa rticular verna cular FM sta tion s,
prin t, electron ic and new media -text mes sa ging, ema il, in te rn et) that de m on is es pa rticular com m un i ties. 

What are the gen der di m en s ions of the co n flict? 

In s ti tu tiona lis ed dis c rim ina tion aga inst women even be f ore the current viole n ce broke out has in f orm ed the expres s ion on ge n de r -ba s ed viole n ce.
Dis c rim ina tory laws sa n ction ma rgina lisa tion and exclus ion of women. Des pi te a 2006 pres ide n tial dec ree for a 30% in c l us ion of women in public in s ti tu tion s,
th e re is no con s ti tu tional pro vis ion or law pro viding for affirma tive action .

Ra pes and sexual viole n ce on women and children has reportedly in c rea s ed. Sta tis tics from the Na irobi Wom e n’s Ho s pi tal show a steep in c rease in adm is s ion
and trea tment for rape. Ma jori ty of the new ca s es sin ce Ja n ua ry 1 2008 are of victims of ga ng rapes. In c rea s ed expo s ure to HIV / AI DS and sexua lly
tr a n s m i tted dis ea s es. 

High lev e ls of po v e rty and la n dles s n ess aff ect women dis pro portiona te ly. 

Hu ma n i t a r ian Relief Aid 

The ma jori ty of dis pla ced are women and children.  Huma n i ta rian Re lief kits often fa il to ta ke acco unt of the needs of women and children. Th e re exis ts a
gap in the pro vis ion of Sa n i ta ry to w e ls, in fant mix and Mo s qui to nets. Sa n i ta tion and hygiene needs of women in the camps require atte n tion. 

Securi ty in the camps and tro ubled areas is in s uffic ie n t. Th rea ts of ge n der spec ific attacks aga inst women are high. 

Peo ple living wi th HIV / AI DS have had th e ir trea tment in te rru p ted; Pro vis ion of Hea l th services has been com prom is ed. Access to PEP’s and im m edia te
m edical ca re fro rape victims’ non-e xis te n t. The clo s ure of ce rta in areas by securi ty pe rs onnel has loc ked in po p ula tions from acces s ing hea l th fa c ili ties. 

R e co mm en da tions o n the r esolving the Cris is 

I m me d ia t e

A poli tical sol u tion ba c ked by force of law that assures the follo wing:

An im m edia te end to the killings.

• A public acknowledgement by bo th pa rties that the current cris is was trig ge red by electoral ma l pr a ctices in the ta llying process that culm ina ted wi th
the announ cement of res ul ts of the pres ide n tial election of Dece mber 2007. 

• An acknowledgement that Kenyans are enti tled to know the tru th and to seek jus tice over the is s ue ha ving pa rtic i pa ted in the electoral proces s. Th e
problem (and sol u tion to it) is bey ond the two poli tical pro ta gon is ts. Women as a group con s ti tu te 52% of Ke n y a ’s po p ula tion and the ma jori ty of
v o te rs and those most aff ected by the current cris is. 

• An in depe n dent in v es tiga tion in to the trig ger event to es ta blish the tru th of what ha p pe n ed:  the outcome of which sh o uld be ta ilored to es ta blish ing a
poli tical sol u tion to the current im passe and res toring public con fide n ce in Ke n y a ’s in s ti tu tions of de m oc r a cy. Any agreement sh o uld be ba c ked by
f orce of law and ensure wom e n’s pa rtic i pa tion as key actors. 

• Im m edia te re in s ta tement of con s ti tu tional freedoms – the right to assemble, right to worsh i p, right of media to broa dcast live ev e n ts. Ci tizens have a
right to assert th e ir con s ti tu tional rig h ts wi thout hin dr a n ce.

• Ces sa tion of viole n ce aga inst civilians by the police, mili tia and oth e rs.

• Im m edia te ces sa tion of ha te pro pa ga n da curre n tly on all media (by Le gisla tion or adm in is tr a tive action). 

• Res ettlement:  sh o uld ta ke acco unt of the spec ial needs of women and children dis pla ced by the viole n ce.  Sta te sh o uld pro vide securi ty for the civilia n
po p ula tion. 

• End to im p un i ty for viola tions of human rig h ts (by all pa rties) by in v es tiga ting crim es that are be ing com m i tted and pro s ecu ting pe rpetr a tors.

• Stre ngth e n ing of in s ti tu tions that support de m oc r a tic con s ti tu tional go v e rna n ce (The Electoral Com m is s ion, the Judic ia ry, the An ti Corru p tion
a ge n c ies and Pa rlia m e n t). Th is can be done th ro ugh im m edia te le gisla tive re f orm pe n ding com pre h e n s ive con s ti tu tional re f orm .

Medium and long term –Na t ion Building 

Women acknowledge that th ey must emba rk on a process of Na tion building for sus ta ina ble pea ce to be achiev ed. Im portant mid -te rm sol u tions in c l ude th e
f ollo wing: The tim es ca ll for Women of Kenya ca ll fro tr a n s f orma tive lea de rship at th is time that brings values and eth ics to the ma na gement of public affa irs 

• A min im um con s ti tu tional settlement and re f orm that would ensure an urgent re f orm of in s ti tu tions that support a con s ti tu tional de m oc r a cy
gro un ded on sound le gal fr a m ew ork follo w ed by ; 
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• Com pre h e n s ive Con s ti tu tional Re f orm that would ensure equi ta ble dis trib u tion of na tional res o urces, ge n der equa li ty, affirma tive action, equal rig h ts
f or min ori ties and pe rs ons wi th disa bili ties in c l uding rig h ts poli tical pa rtic i pa tion.   . 

• Tr a n s i tional Jus tice mec ha n isms that deal wi th the ques tion of his torical in jus tices that in c l ude gross human rig h ts viola tion s, ma s sa c re, assa s s ina tion s,
econ om ic crim es and corru p tion , eth n ic and poli tical cla sh es .es ta blishment a his torical record, con fron ting and ga in ing tru th about past in jus tices,
c rea ting acco un ta bili ty for human rig h ts viola tions and ul tima te ly recon c iling Kenyan com m un i ties.

• Fina lisa tion and ado p tion of the Pea ce and Con flict Prev e n tion Policy.

• Pea ce ed uca tion for prejudice red uction in prima ry schools. 

R e co mm en da tions for the Process 

• That th e re sh o uld be a mec ha n ism for acco un ta bili ty by the media tion team to Kenyan women on the pro gress of the media tion. Such mec ha n is m
co uld be spelt out in a public media tion agree m e n t. 

• That th e re sh o uld be con tin ued enga gement wi th women as key sta ke h olde rs in all sta ges of the media tion .

• That a local ge n der advis or be appoin ted to pro vide the neces sa ry expe rtise to the team of media tors. Th e re is suffic ient expe rtise wi th in the wom e n’s
movement in Kenya in the fie lds of ge n de r, childre n’s rig h ts, wom e n’s rig h ts, and pea ce and con flict tr a n s f orma tion. 

• Poli tical pa rties sh o uld have women repres e n ted on th e ir teams in keeping wi th the ena bling in s trum e n ts.

• That the media tion con tin ues un til such time as pea ce is res tored in Kenya. 

Th is sta tement is pres e n ted and sign ed by the Com m i ttee Nom ina ted by the Wom e n’s Orga n isa tions 25th Ja n ua ry 2008 (A List of women atte n ding th e
Wom e n’s con s ul ta tions over the last th ree weeks is atta c h ed) 

Flore n ce Mpa a y e i — Na irobi Pea ce In i tia tive –Africa
A tsa ngo Ch es on i — Me mber ODM and Con s ul ta n t, Human Rig h ts
Nje ri Ka bebe ri —- Ce n ter for Mul ti Pa rty de m oc r a cy
Mildred Ngesa —-As s oc ia tion of Media Women of Ke n y a
Ma rga ret Sha v a — In te rna tional Ale rt
Ca th e rine Mum ma — Con s ul ta n t, Human Rig h ts & Go v e rna n ce
Ka a ri Betty Murungi — Urgent Action Fun d -Africa
Sa ida Ali —Yo ung Wom e n’s Lea de rship In s ti tu te
Ruk ia Subo w —Ma e n de leo ya Wa na w a ke
Jo s eph ine Ojia mbo – Me mber of PNU ‘s Na tional Coordina ting Com m i ttee
Ma rga ret Hu tc h in s on —E d uca tion Ce n tre for Women in De m oc r a cy

when ba n di ts who just want to
s teal for th e ir own pe rs ona l
ga in or ente rta inment te ll on e
that peo ple from oth e r
com m un i ties do not des e rve to
be in the area or own ca ttle and
o ther pro pe rty, you ca n
im m edia te ly know that th is is
in c i tement for pe rs onal ga in
and leave the ba n di ts to stea l
a lone or report them to th e
e lde rs or other auth ori ties.  

Most com m un i ty membe rs do
not be n e fit from cha s ing away
or atta c k ing the other eth n ic
groups in the area. It is on ly
the few ba n di ts who enric h
th e m s e lv es wi th what th ey raid
and la ter when th ey are ric h
e n o ugh, come back in sui ts to
a sk for votes to go to th e
co un c il or pa rlia m e n t, as th ey
s pread ha tred. Peo ple sh o uld
be bold enough to te ll off th e
in c i te rs, and also to report
those that con tin ue wi th th e
n ew forms of ba n di try we now
s ee toda y. Th ey sh o uld be
pro s ecu ted for th e ir actions so
that it becom es a les s on to

th e ir collea gues and oth e rs who
a s pire to become ca ttle rus tle rs
and ba n di ts. 

B eca use most of the ca ttle
rus tle rs are idle youth s,
com m un i ty lea de rs in c l uding
re ligio us lea de rs, NGOs and ev e n
s e lf help groups in the area
sh o uld support the youth to form
y o u th gro u p s, apply for loa n s
from the youth fund that was
la un c h ed two yea rs ago, and sta rt
profi ta ble bus in es s es. Th is will
keep the youth busy and
e n co ur a ge them to ma ture in to
res pon s ible adul ts who can lea d
th e ir fa m ilies on how to apply
o ur diff e rent cul tures and
tr a di tions in the mode rn world.
Com m un i ties sh o uld also be
a ctive in mon i toring the diff e re n t
dev e lo pment fun ds (CDF, LATF,
Con s ti tue n cy Rural Electrifica tion
Fun ds, and Con s ti tue n cy Roa ds
Fund etc) to repa ir in fr a s tructure
in the area e.g. by dig ging more
bore h oles and es ta blish ing
irriga tion schemes in the re gion
so that ca ttle all over the valley
get suffic ient water and gr a zing

fie lds beca use th is is also one of
the ca us es of ba n di try. Th es e
fun ds are dr a wn from our ta x es
and the com m un i ty th e re f ore ha s
the right to use and mon i tor
th ese fun ds whether or not we
v o ted for the go v e rn m e n t.
Corrupt lea de rs are like ly to
dis co ur a ge peo ple from
m on i toring such fun ds, and on ce
th e re is no mon i toring, th ey will

use th ese fun ds to enric h
th e m s e lv es and a few of th e ir
re la tiv es.  

Some lea de rs from the re gion
a lso in s tiga te the act of rus tling
(viole n ce, th e ft,  des truction of
pro pe rty, dis pla cement of
fa m ilies) th ro ugh use of ha te
pro pa ga n da and lies about wha t
the real problem and who th e
real cul prit or is.  Th ey also buy
w ea pons and supply to ba n di ts,
pay them to steal and des troy or
bribe them wi th food and drin k s
just be f ore th ey go to pe rf orm
th e ir rus tling. Such lea de rs
sh o uld be in v es tiga ted, arres ted
and pro s ecu ted and if foun d
guil ty, given a big ger pun ish m e n t
than the ba n di ts th ey spon s or. 

La s tly, wi th re ga rd to la n d
dis p u tes, the ha bit of ask ing
go v e rnment to give peo ple la n d
in the forest just be f ore th e
e lections is becom ing the norm .
Ho w ev e r, each time the forest is
h iv ed off, it is the corru p t
w orke rs in the go v e rn m e n t

depa rtm e n ts in v olv ed and
poli tic ians who get th is
in f orma tion ea rly and alloca te
th e m s e lv es all the good la n d.
When th ey are alloca ting
th e m s e lv es la n d, th ey us ua lly
do not ca re about tribe and ca n
con s pire wi th any tribe for
corru p tion. On ce th ey are sure
that th ey have ti tle deeds, or
have secured the land as th e irs,
th ey go back to th e ir big hous es
and allow squa tte rs to move in
and sla sh the land for th e m ,
on ly to th ro ugh them out la tte r
and blame them for all th e
problems in the area. In th e
proces s, fores ts are des tro y ed,
ce rta in eth n ic groups are
bla m ed for it and th e re is still a
sh orta ge of land for th e
ge n uine squa tte rs. 

Such conflicts, which occur

after every election have

been the cause of the poor

development record in Mt.

Elgon, West-Pokot,

Marakwet, Samburu and

Baringo, as every 2-5 years

people are injured, left

homeless, displaced and

forced to live in fear.

Most 

community members do

not benefit from chasing

away or attacking the

other ethnic groups in the

area

³ Cont i nued from page 15



A Com mun i t y  Human Rig h ts  In i t ia t ive  New s let te r MI ZI ZI  YA HAK I

28

List of Contributors to this Issue 

National Editorial Team 

"Mizizi ya Haki" is a bi-annual community newsletter published
by the KHRC on behalf of community members. Contributions
and comments on the editorial content, design and layout are

welcome however, the editor reserves the right to edit any
comments and articles submitted for clarity

Send your contributions to:  

The Editor, Mizizi ya Haki

P.O Box 41079-00100 Na i robi or email admin@khrc. o r. k e

Mn y a kuzi wa ardh i, una ta ka kura kwangu

Uliye uza hifa dh i, sha mba la kwako na la ngu

Wa th ub u tu kun i udh i, kui ta ka kura yangu

S i toku pa kura yangu, mnyakuzi wa ardh i

Us iye juwa fa r a dh i, wala kum juwa mungu

Leo wavaa kuba dh i, wajidai mlim w e ngu

Wa ta mani nikuk idh i, uzidi nipa ma c h ungu

S i toku pa Kura yangu, mnyakuzi wa ardh i

Wewe uloko sa ha dh i, ardhi ka piga ma fungu

Nd uguzo ku tu bug h udh i, uka ji dai mzungu

Ki tu gani ta kuridh i, bunge uke n da mwenzangu

S i toku pa Kura yangu, mnyakuzi wa ardh i

Mimi niku pe ma ha dh i, uw a uze watu wangu

S ih o ja kuomba radh i, sa sa ‘uk in ungu nungu’

H a ta mbe le yake ka dh i, huto on dowa ukungu

S i toku pa Kura yangu, mnyakuzi wa ardh i

Na m imi sio ba a dh i, sh ika zako nami zangu

H a u to pa ta waadh i, uta baki ba ngu ba ngu

Leo nina kuka bidh i, upa te kizungu zungu

S i toku pa kura yangu, mnyakuzi wa ardh i

Ujumbe na w a ka bidh i, enyi mulo watu wangu

S im pe kura ka ba dh i, asiw a h onge wenzangu

Tuw a c ha gue ba a dh i, wasera za kilim w e ngu

S i toku pa kura yangu, mnyakuzi wa ardh i

Ta ma ti ha pa arudh i, ma haragwe sio de ngu

Nd ugu zangu kun ir a dh i, na pepe rusha kiwingu

Mk ic ha gua ma r a dh i, mta ko sa ha ta dungu

S i toku pa Kura yangu, mnyakuzi wa ardh i
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